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POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

April 15th, 2007

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service  will be led by Andre
Pekovich, Edwin Hintz will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Henry Neufeld is your
usher.   For now parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they do
not feel their children wish to remain in the chapel during the service  Please join us in the lounge after the service
for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday    We held our Easter Sunday service of praise, prayer and singing after our Easter morning breakfast.

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
April 22 Jeff Orr (Regent) -
April 29 John Friesen -
May 6 Aaron Roberts -
May 13 Jesse Nickel The mind of Christ

Parking   You are requested to help the Menno Simons Centre be a good neighbour in the neighbourhood.  To
enable house residents to park in front of their own houses, you are requested not to park on the north side of 11th

Ave., but instead to park on the south side of 11th Ave or on Crown St. while attending services.  Thank you

Change of e-mail address Andre &
Hannelore have a new e-mail address:
(withheld by request)  Please update
your address book.

�   Please see the back of your
bulletin for information about the church retreat at Camp Luther at Hatzic Lake.  We encourage you to sign up
for activities and make this retreat a good one.  Child care will be provided for families, and we encourage all
families to come for the weekend.  Former church attenders are especially requested to attend, and we encourage all
of you to make a special effort to invite them.  The suggested fee is $60 for adults and $30 for children 3-12. 
Please talk to the committee if you have concerns, so that money is not a barrier to participation.  Thank you.

- Diane Ehling, Erika Hannan, Andre Pekovich

The Wider Church
MBMSI    TO PERU WITH PURPOSE.  As you pray today for Liana Penner, MBMS International missionary in
Peru, ask God to grant her favor as she focuses on her teaching at a local school and gives ministerial support to the
Trujillo church, working alongside the Robert Sukkaus.

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Now is the time for present church officers to submit reports for the
AGM meeting.  All reports must be in by Thursday April 19th in
order to be printed for the Sunday one week in advance of our AGM. 
 If you unsure if you have to submit a report, please contact Andre.



Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819);
 Pastoral Care–– John Friesen (604-266-7819) Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

BC MB Convention Registration begins now.  Delegates wanted for May 4-5 at Central Community Church,
46100 Chilliwack Central Rd, Chilliwack.   Visit www.bcmb.org/convention.html or call 1-888-653-9933 for
information and to register your church delegates. Cost for each delegate or guest is $25 until April 15 and $30
after. PGIMF is entitled to 3 delegates, and guests are always invited to join. Those who wish to attend, please see
Don.  The report book will be made available soon.

Regent College  You are invited to attend the Regent Tradition Conference 2007, featuring Luci Shaw speaking on
The Thumbprint on the Clay: God’s Initiative and Our response and Sven Soderlund speaking on The Beauty of
Truth Revealed in the Writings of Paul and John.  This one day conference was changed from May 26th to July 14,
and will cost $85 per person (lunch included) if you register before May 4th with reduced rates for seniors, spouses
and students.  For more information see 
http://www.regent-college.edu/events/conferences/tradition/registration.html 

Vancouver Welsh Men’s Choir invites you to enjoy their
performance of “The Sounds of Joy” with special guests the
Lion’s Gate Chorus and the singer form the UBC Opera
Ensemble. Tix $25   or $21 for studnets/seniors reserved
seating, and ticket price includes free parking.  tickets fdreom
604-878-1190 or any choir member
(Edwin Hintz!) Or ticketmaster.   Saturday May 25th at 8:00
pm at the Chan centre, 6265 Crescent Rd UBC

For all those who have ever had trouble with computers, there is one truly funny scene from the Norwegian show
'Oystein & Meg' called Gutenberg Tech Support - you are all encouraged to look, laugh and learn.  Thanks to Rosie
for bringing it to our attention....   http://www.boreme.com/boreme/funny-2007/introducing-the-book-p1.php  

The MCC Thrift Shop in Vancouver would like to thank all those who contributed baked goods for our Easter
Bake Sale.  Our sale raised nearly $400 for the work of MCC!

You can find a new issue of the BC LINK, the newsletter of the BCMB conference at www.bcmb.org/bclink.html 
in PDF and JPEG formats.

Menno Simons Centre Cleanup Day
Come join the crew for Spring Cleaning day at
the Menno Simons Centre. April 28th starting
at 9am starting with coffee and continental
breakfast, and pizza lunch to follow. Inside

MCBC Covenanting Service

Plans are moving ahead to proceed with the MCBc Covenanting Service on May 27th at MEI Auditorium,
Abbotsford.  Several requests have been made of the church:
1. Please let us know if you plan to attend.  Those who plan to attend are requested to let Andre know by

April 20th so that he may provide the conference with a number.  Lunch plans depend on this!
2. Please arrange a car-pool ride if possible.  There will be several buses going from major churches, and

many cars are expected, so parking will be at a premium
3. The congregation is requested to submit pictures of their church sanctuary, staff, worship service in

progress, people involved in programs etc. for a Powerpoint presentation.  Please send any pictures you
think suitable to Andre to pass along.

4. Two people are needed as ushers or parking attendants.  Those who wish to participate are requested to
let Andre know so he can make arrangements with the Conference.

5. An offering will be held to offset the cost of this event, as well as a donation basket at the buffet table to
offset the cost of the food.  The congregation is requested to assist financially with this event.

Please see the notice board in the back of the sanctuary for more details.



Prayer #1  
Prayer of Gathering

One: Early morning.  Most people are still
sleeping.  Dawn is just breaking.  Three
women appear.

All: Look!  The tomb is empty!  Our Christ
has gone!  Where can he be?

One: Sun is arising.  Light is growing.  Shadows
are receding.

All: Why do you look for the living among the
dead?  He is not here, but has been raised
as he has told you.

One: Warmth rises from the sunlit earth.  Dew
shines on the long grass.  A bird sings....

All: He has been raised indeed!  Dawn of our
lives!  Strange warmth in our hearts!

Read Sherman and Daphne Craig: Prayers to Share Workshop

Prayer #2
Prayer of Confession

One: Oh God, forgive our times of doubting,
when we doubt your presence with us– 

All: Oh God, forgive us.
One: When we doubt your love and care– 
All: Oh God, forgive us.
One: when we doubt our call to be the hands and

feet of Christ in our world– 
All: Oh God, forgive us.
One: In Christ, you broke into the midst of our

doubting and offered us signs of your
presence with us.  We are forgiven and
offered your grace and your hope!

All: Thanks be to God!
United Church Canada

Prayer #3
Litany of Affirmation

One: I, Paul, handed on to you as of first
importance
what I in turn had received:
that Christ died for our sins
in accordance with the Scriptures.

All: By God’s grace, I am what I am
One: Christ was buried and on the third day was

raised, 
in accordance with the Scriptures

All: By God’s grace, I am what I am
One: Christ appeared to Mary Magdalene, 

to two on the road, to Cephas, then to the
twelve, 
then to more than five hundred at one time, 
then to James, and all the apostles.

All: By God’s grace, I am what I am
One: God’s grace was not in vain;

so we preach, so we believe.
All: By God’s grace, I am what I am
          James G. Kirk, When We Gather: Year C (adapted) John Knox Press

Prayer #4
Prayer for Freedom

All: Liberate us, Free Spirit
from all within us that holds us captive
Call us into freedom:

One: freedom to be, and become and belong
All: freedom to stand, and admit we were

wrong;
One: freedom to see, and say what we know
All: freedom to fail, and freedom to grow;
One: freedom to feel, and be grateful for feeling,
All: freedom to heal, and to help with our

healing;
One: freedom to laugh, and freedom to cry,
All: and perhaps above all, the freedom to

try.
One: Free us, Liberating Spirit,

from all around us that holds us captive.
All: Give us freedom for you to be Lord,

and me to be servant only to You.
Come, Spirit of Freedom, set us free. 
Miriam T. Winter Woman Wisdom 122 (adapted)

Prayer #5
A Litany of Truth-telling

One: Let us together this day proclaim peace with
justice. And let us believe: It is not true that
this world and its people are doomed to die
and be lost.

All: This is true: There is a future for the

children of peace
One: It is not true that we must accept inhumanity

and discrimination, hunger and poverty,
death and starvation.

All: This is true: Our God wishes the tears to
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be wiped away from all faces, the hungry
to be fed, and disgrace to be removed
from all the world’s peoples.

One: It is not true that violence and hatred should
have the last word, and that war and
destruction have come to stay forever.

All: This is true: The reward of justice and
righteousness is peace.

One: It is not true that we are simply victims of
the powers of evil who seek to rule the
world.

All: This is true: Our God gives strength to
the people of God: the Lord blesses us
with peace.

One: It is not true that we have to wait for those
who are especially gifted, who are prophets
of the church, before we can do anything.

All: This is true: This is what the Lord says -
I will pour out my spirit on all people. 

Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your old people will dream dreams, and
your young will see visions.  Even on my
servants, both men and women, I will
pour out my spirit.

One: It is not true that our dreams for liberation
of humankind, of justice, of dignity, of
peace are not meant for this earth.  No mere
anarchy is to be loosed upon the world, and
no rough beast slouches toward Bethlehem
to be born.

All: This is true: the hour comes, that the true
worshipper shall worship the Lord in
spirit and in truth.  So let us dream, let
us prophesy, and let us see visions of love. 
And let us seek peace and justice with
humility, with joy, with faith and with
courage.

    Jim Marshall, United Church Canada

Prayer #6:
Statement of Covenant

One: We are not called to be fearful,
All: we are called to love.
One: We are not called to be perfect,
All: we are called to be faithful.
One: We are not called to be fearless,
All: we are called to be obedient.
One: We are not called to be all-knowing,
All: we are called to believe.
One: We are not called to claim,
All: we are called to give.
One: We are not called to be victorious,
All: we are called to be courageous.
One: We are not called to lord it over

others,

All: we are called to serve.
For it is in serving that we shall reign,
it is through courage that we shall find victory,
it is in giving all that we shall gain all,
it is in believing that we shall find certainty,
it is in obedience that we shall overcome,
it is in faithfulness that we shall find perfection,
it is in loving that we shall dispel fear,
it is in slavery to Christ that we shall find
freedom,
now and forever, for ourselves and for the
world
Amen.

        Allan Boesak, ed by Edmond Perret, WA of  Reformed Churches 1990 (adapted)

Prayer #7
Byzantine Chant
One: Let us pray to the Lord
All: Lord have mercy
One: Let us pray to the Lord
All: Christ have mercy
One: Let us pray to the Lord
All: Lord have mercy


