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POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
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April 30, 2006
Second Sunday after Easter

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Veronica
Dyck, Rosie Perera will lead us in song, Kathryn Schmidt will be accompanying on the piano and Edward Epp is
your usher. Later we will hear from Elsie Wiebe from MCC’s Women’s Concerns who will be leading a group of
women who have survived abuse and domestic violence and are telling their stories in worship services. Children
are welcome to join the primaries in the nursery or our teachers in the Sunday School classes as they are
available. Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge. You are all welcome to attend
the congregational AGM held afterwards in the chapel and pizza lunch will be available so you do not have
to go out for lunch before the meeting. Come hear the business of the church, set the budget, welcome new
church officers and thank outgoing ones.

Last Sunday   Weaving threads together to tell stories, Vange Theissen opened from Margaret Wheatley’s book
Leadership and the New Times, which delivers the message that out of chaos comes creativity and order, an
immutable process one must learn to trust.  Wheatley travels the world teaching new ways to organize, and as she
does so, she listens to stories.  She notes it is difficult to trust that wisdom can come from chaos.  Confronted
with so much uncertainty, how can we be hopeful about the future?  We are anxious, defensive, angry and
fearful.  Vange took us through the lectionary texts in support of this thesis.  Ps 133 talks about living together in
unity under God’s blessing.  Vange gave us a vivid image of being drenched in oil as a sign of God’s favour.  The
closest many of us come is a hot shower when we are cold.  This is a taste of God’s blessing for us. John 20:19-
31 points out how afraid and doubtful people were after the death of Jesus, not just Thomas.  1Jn1:1-4 reminds us
that you can have assurance in this time of uncertainty.  This assurance allows believers to live as one in heart
and soul, as in intentional community.  Vange drew on examples from her African odyssey to emphasize how
well other cultures deal with uncertainty despite conditions most of us would describe as hopeless or worse. 
Vange noted how important it was for families to celebrate together accomplishments, milestones, trials and
blessings.  We are left with questions: through the early church’s unity of purpose, they were given great power
to share the gospel.  Though we are no different, do we act the same?  How are signs of grace present in our
congregation?  When we stop to look and think, sure we will see God in so many places, situations and faces, if
we can only look.. [AP]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
May 7 Rovin Karuna -
May 14 Henry Hildebrand -
May 21 Evan Kreider -
May 28 Church Retreat No service

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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The Wider Church
MBMSI  MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN MEXICO.  Robert and Anne Thiessen, are MBMS International
missionary in Oaxaca, Mexico. They ask us to pray for the preparations underway with a YWAM team to open
the Missions Training School, beginning July 31. Continue to lift up in prayer the Thiessens’ work with the
Mixteco indigenous people group in church planting. Pray for God to raise up leaders from among new
Christians.

MDS   A combination of  situations means MDS sites
are completely full for the summer. In addition to a lack
of  leadership and skilled construction crew leaders,
several potential locations were not able to get enough
clarity from the local long-term recovery committee to
justify planning for a summer site. Please continue to
watch for additional information if the situation changes.
We understand some may be disappointed they cannot
volunteer this summer, but the reality is that we have
filled nearly ever possible slot. 

Regent Tradition Conference 2006.  We are delighted to welcome Emeritus faculty Gordon Fee and Paul
Stevens as the featured speakers to sit under their teaching on the subject of Down-to-Earth Spirituality. This
fourth Regent Tradition Conference will not only honour our retired faculty, but will also provide a wonderful
learning opportunity for the wider Christian community.  Four sessions, May 27th from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm.  For
more details or to register, see www.regent-college.edu/events/conferences/tradition06/intro.html 

Memorial Cemetery Tour & Faspa presented by the Mennonite Historical Society of BC. Sunday, 21 May
2006. Once again we will honour our forbearers this year at the Maclure Rd. Mennonite Cemetery. Tributes will
begin at 2:30 pm at the Maclure Road Mennonite Cemetery and Faspa will be held at 5:00 pm at the Bakerview
MB Church with Dr. John B. Toews. Tickets for the Faspa $5:00 from the MHSBC office. 604-853-6177.

BC Link   Please find attached the May 2006 Issue
of the BC LINK which will be available for pick-up
at the Annual Convention this weekend. You can
find The BC LINK at www.bcmb.org/bclink.html. 
Also iIf you have a short column you wish to
contribute to a future issue, a praise/prayer item or a
calendar event, I would love to hear from you!
Please send your email to .

PGIMF Church Retreat   You are invited to attend the annual PGIMF Church Retreat scheduled for May 26-
28 (Friday evening til Sunday afternoon) at Camp Luther.  The theme this year is “Whatever the Question,
Community is the Answer.”   The cost for the retreat is $114 per person for the weekend, and $60 per child
(age 3-15 years and includes all lodging and meals.  As is our custom, PGIMF will cover the cost of the retreat
for those who are not able to contribute the full (or any) amount, and you are requested to make sure the cost is
not a barrier to your attendance.  We really want to see you there!  Please e-mail Kris Schmidt at
 and let him know if you plan to attend for the whole weekend, what sleeping
arrangements you require, and how the church can help.  Deadline for signup is May 15th.  Last year was a
wonderful time with a balance of rest, play, fellowship and instruction, and this year should be more of the

Opera Appassionata sings “Elijah”
Singers from all choirs in Vancouver are invited
to sing Mendelssohn's "Elijah" with conductor
Frank Klassen in August. If you are interested in
either weekly or one week of intense rehearsals,
please contact  or
call 604-321-6674 

Vancouver Cantata Singers Come hear their concert
combining the best from old and new - Bach’s
Cantata #21 and a motet, with Arvo Paert’s Berliner
Messe will be performed on today at 3:00 pm at West
Vancouver United Church, 2062 Esquimalt. Tickets
$26 with discounts to ages, at Ticketmaster.
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Come to the Table: a Conference on the Arts in Worship at Columbia Bible College in Abbotsford. May
26/27:  There's still room for you to attend this exciting conference sponsored by CBC and Emmanuel Mennonite
Church. This event is for pastors, worship leaders, musicians, artists, actors, writers, storytellers and all those
who are interested in a collaborative approach to worship. For complete information and to download a
registration form visit www.columbiabc.edu or www.emmanuelmennonite.com or contact Angelika Dawson for a
brochure:   or (604) 854 3654. Deadline for registration is May 15th.

Opening prayer 

One: Creator Spirit, wellspring of our lives, 
as the refreshing rain falls on the just and unjust alike, 
All: Refresh us with your mercy, who knows our own injustice. 
One: As a stream flows steadily on, defying all the odds of stone and water, 
All: Flow over every boundary and border that separates us from each other. 
One: As the waters of our baptism washed us and welcomed us, 
All: Renew us now in newness of life and unity of love. 
One: As we were once held in the waters of our mothers’ womb, 
All: Hold us in the power and peace of your abiding presence. 
Written by Kathy Galloway, Iona Community. Reprinted from Celebrating the Decade: Worship Resource Geneva: World Council of
Churches, 1998, pp. 10-11.

Psalm 55: 1-15,20-21

1 Give ear to my prayer, O God; do not hide yourself
from my supplication.
2 Attend to me, and answer me; I am troubled in my
complaint. I am distraught
3 by the noise of the enemy, because of the clamor of
the wicked. For they bring trouble upon me, and in
anger they cherish enmity against me.
4 My heart is in anguish within me, the terrors of death
have fallen upon me.
5 Fear and trembling come upon me, and horror
overwhelms me.
6 And I say, “O that I had wings like a dove! I would
fly away and be at rest;
7 truly, I would flee far away; I would lodge in the
wilderness; Selah
8 I would hurry to find a shelter for myself from the
raging wind and tempest.”
9 Confuse, O Lord, confound their speech; for I see
violence and strife in the city.
10 Day and night they go around it on its walls, and
iniquity and trouble are within it;

11 ruin is in its midst; oppression and fraud do not
depart from its marketplace.
12 It is not enemies who taunt me— I could bear that; it
is not adversaries who deal insolently with me— I
could hide from them.
13 But it is you, my equal, my companion, my familiar
friend,
14 with whom I kept pleasant company; we walked in
the house of God with the throng.
15 Let death come upon them; let them go down alive to
Sheol; for evil is in their homes and in their hearts.

20 My companion laid hands on a friend and violated a
covenant with me
21 with speech smoother than butter, but with a heart
set on war; with words that were softer than oil, but in
fact were drawn swords.

The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989 by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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John 4:4-14

4 But he had to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a
Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground
that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well
was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was
sitting by the well. It was about noon. 7A Samaritan
woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her,
“Give me a drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to the city
to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him,
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman
of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common
with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew
the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you,
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he
would have given you living water.” 11The woman said

to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep.
Where do you get that living water? 12Are you greater
than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and
with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13Jesus
said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be
thirsty again, 14but those who drink of the water that I
will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I
will give will become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life.”

The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989 by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Numbers 27:1-11

1Then the daughters of Zelophehad came forward.
Zelophehad was son of Hepher son of Gilead son of
Machir son of Manasseh son of Joseph, a member of
the Manassite clans. The names of his daughters were:
Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2They
stood before Moses, Eleazar the priest, the leaders, and
all the congregation, at the entrance of the tent of
meeting, and they said, 3“Our father died in the
wilderness; he was not among the company of those
who gathered themselves together against the Lord in
the company of Korah, but died for his own sin; and he
had no sons. 4Why should the name of our father be
taken away from his clan because he had no son? Give
to us a possession among our father’s brothers.”
5Moses brought their case before the Lord. 6And the
Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 7The daughters of
Zelophehad are right in what they are saying; you shall

indeed let them possess an inheritance among their
father’s brothers and pass the inheritance of their
father on to them. 8You shall also say to the Israelites,
“If a man dies, and has no son, then you shall pass his
inheritance on to his daughter. 9If he has no daughter,
then you shall give his inheritance to his brothers. 10If
he has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance
to his father’s brothers. 11And if his father has no
brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to the
nearest kinsman of his clan, and he shall possess it. It
shall be for the Israelites a statute and ordinance, as the
Lord commanded Moses.”

The New Revised Standard Version, copyright 1989 by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.


