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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today our service will be led in worship by Karl Brown, in 
song by Lisa-Dawn Kilthau, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Hilda Unger is your usher.  Later we 
will hear from Veronica Dyck who will continue our summer series on the Parables of Jesus with the sixth in the 
series - Parables of self-defeating action II.  Although parents are requested to make their own arrangements for 
child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service, we 
welcome your suggestions for church-provided care if you feel you child is ready for sitting or instruction from 
one of our many angels who are called to care.   Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and 
fellowship. 
 
Last Sunday Janice spoke about the parable of the foolish bridesmaids who ran out of oil for their lamps before 
the wedding feast. She looked into why the wise girls wouldn't share their oil with the foolish girls who didn't 
bring enough oil. Also, the bridegroom seems harsh in denying entrance to the foolish girls after they return from 
buying oil. But the wedding customs of those days likely involved a procession of dancing by lamp-light, so the 
role of the maidens included providing enough light for the celebration. The foolish ones assumed that they could 
rely on others and assumed that they would be accepted even if they failed in their task. The foolish ones were 
caught off guard; like the people at the Judgement Day who are surprised to learn that they didn't do what was 
expected of them. The parable of the talents (5-2-1) includes a warning to use the period of waiting responsibly. 
One may enjoy the gift of the present if you are prepared for the demands of the future. Some of our failures are 
irreversible and injustice may result; there is no UNDO button in real life. Janice challenged us to watch out for 
instances where doing the reasonable or pragmatic thing results in the exclusion of others from the Kingdom of 
Heaven. We shouldn't forget to follow Christ's command to take care of the least of those among us. [KJH] 
 
PGIMF News 
Upcoming speakers 
August 17   Allan McGee    Parables VII - Kingdom Parables I 
August 24   Rosie Perera    Parables VIII - Kingdom Parables II 
August 31   Kevin Hiebert    Parables IX - Kingdom Parables III 
September 7        Welcome Back BBQ 
 
Menno Simons Centre   will hold its Annual Fall Cleanup day on Saturday, August 30th.  Come for coffee and 
goodies at 8:30-9am, and order put your elbows into scrubbing the Centre of its summer cobwebs and yard 
cleanup, and break for pizza at noon.  All welcome! 
 
The Wider Church 
 
MCC  August 20th - 7:30 pm Volunteer meeting at the TRADEX for all those involved with the Abbotsford MCC 
Festival in September. For more info contact Dora Hoeppner at 604-807-8734.   
 

RECORDING THE SERVICE 
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your 
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time 
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of 

sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded. 
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Matthew 21: 23 - 46 

 
 
The Parable of the Wicked Tenants 
 
33 ‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner 
who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a 
wine press in it, and built a watch-tower. Then he 
leased it to tenants and went to another country. 
34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves 
to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants 
seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and 
stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than 
the first; and they treated them in the same way. 
37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will 
respect my son.” 38But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us 
kill him and get his inheritance.” 39So they seized him, 
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now 

when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he 
do to those tenants?’ 41They said to him, ‘He will put 
those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
produce at the harvest time.’ 
 
42 Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the 
scriptures: 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 
   and it is amazing in our eyes”? 
43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be 
taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces the fruits of the kingdom.    [NRSV]

 
Isaiah 5: 1-17 

 
 
The Song of the Unfruitful Vineyard 
 
1Let me sing for my beloved 
   my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard 
   on a very fertile hill. 
2He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
   and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watch-tower in the midst of it, 
   and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
he expected it to yield grapes, 
   but it yielded wild grapes. 
 
3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
   and people of Judah, 
judge between me 
   and my vineyard. 
4What more was there to do for my vineyard 
   that I have not done in it? 
When I expected it to yield grapes, 
   why did it yield wild grapes? 
 

5And now I will tell you 
   what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will remove its hedge, 
   and it shall be devoured; 
I will break down its wall, 
   and it shall be trampled down. 
6I will make it a waste; 
   it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
   and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 
I will also command the clouds 
   that they rain no rain upon it. 
 
7For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
   is the house of Israel, 
and the people of Judah 
   are his pleasant planting; 
he expected justice, 
   but saw bloodshed; 
righteousness, 
   but heard a cry! 
 
[NRSV] 
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Psalm 118 

 
 
A Song of Victory 
1O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
   his steadfast love endures for ever! 
 
2Let Israel say, 
   ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 
3Let the house of Aaron say, 
   ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 
4Let those who fear the Lord say, 
   ‘His steadfast love endures for ever.’ 
 
5Out of my distress I called on the Lord; 
   the Lord answered me and set me in a broad place. 
6With the Lord on my side I do not fear. 
   What can mortals do to me? 
7The Lord is on my side to help me; 
   I shall look in triumph on those who hate me. 
8It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
   than to put confidence in mortals. 
9It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
   than to put confidence in princes. 
 
10All nations surrounded me; 
   in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 
11They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side; 
   in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 
12They surrounded me like bees; 
   they blazed like a fire of thorns; 
   in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 
13I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, 
   but the Lord helped me. 
14The Lord is my strength and my might; 
   he has become my salvation. 
 
15There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the 
righteous: 
‘The right hand of the Lord does valiantly; 
16   the right hand of the Lord is exalted; 

   the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.’ 
17I shall not die, but I shall live, 
   and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
18The Lord has punished me severely, 
   but he did not give me over to death. 
 
19Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
   that I may enter through them 
   and give thanks to the Lord. 
 
20This is the gate of the Lord; 
   the righteous shall enter through it. 
 
21I thank you that you have answered me 
   and have become my salvation. 
22The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the chief cornerstone. 
23This is the Lord’s doing; 
   it is marvellous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the Lord has made; 
   let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
25Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! 
   O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 
 
26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 
   We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
27The Lord is God, 
   and he has given us light. 
Bind the festal procession with branches, 
   up to the horns of the altar. 
 
28You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
   you are my God, I will extol you. 
 
29O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever.     [NRSV]

 


