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Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This week marks the 17th anniversary of 
PGIMF.  Our service this morning will be led by Paul Thiessen, Nubia Martens will be leading us in song, and 
Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano.  Karl Brown will be giving the children’s sermon (which we all 
secretly know is really for the adults...shhh!), and Evan Kreider will be speaking to the rest of us on “The 
Great Escape” (from Acts 12, which is printed on the last page of the bulletin).  We will be celebrating 
communion today.  There is no children’s church this week.  Please stay with us after the service for coffee and 
goodies. 
 
Two Weeks Ago: 
Evan Kreider addressed the problem of non-Jewish Christians in the early church – are they required to obey 
all the Jewish laws, for instance regarding circumcision, cleanliness and uncleanness? (Acts 10 & 11)  Evan 
noted that the clean/unclean theme runs through the Old Testament.  Peter’s revelation from God in the vision 
and his subsequent experience with Cornelius result in Peter being accused of eating with an uncircumcised 
man and defiling himself.  Peter was open to expanding the horizons of the new church; others were not.  The 
major Council at Jerusalem is characterized by a lot of dissension and debate, resulting in a church split.  Evan 
wondered if we can expect unity of thought in the church today on an issue such as sexuality if Paul, Barnabas, 
Peter and the Jews could not achieve unity on their issues.  The key seems to be God's revelation – does it still 
happen and how?  We are challenged to rethink the essence of our faith, as was Peter. In the response time it 
was pointed out that God's revelation continues to this day: the Genesis God is not a loving father; that 
emerges later. (HN) 
 
Last Sunday:  
Henry Neufeld spoke on Mark 7:1-8, returning to the previous week’s talk on rules.  When introducing the 
topic, Henry told of people who use scripture to prove that certain disciplinary actions ought to be taken when 
people break rules.  Henry then asked, Just how do we use scripture?  The Pharisees generally received ‘bad 
press’  in the New Testament.  Henry, however, described them as part of a reformed movement whose 
teachings were sound.  Pharisees were serious about their faith, they were laity who meditated on the Law and 
tried to find ways to apply it to their living.  In key respects, they were similar to evangelicals of our time.  
Jesus, however, often had disagreements with this group of devout laity, particularly as the movement of the 
Pharisees aged and as the small group of their more radical members became rule-bound rather than a vibrant 
revival movement.  Jesus essentially asked those radicals to return to their roots, to re-examine why they had 
rules and not just follow them slavishly.  Henry then reminded us that, like some Pharisees, people today want 
clear answers, and even rules.  But if we focus on rules, we will become an angry and misguided people.  The 
bible is not a rule book—it is rather a window on God, who does not coerce us but sets us free.  (JEK) 
 
Herb would like to remind us of Matthew 5:17-20 “ 17 Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth 
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until 
everything is accomplished. 19 Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others 
to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these 
commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”  



PGIMF News: 
 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658. 
 
Upcoming speakers 
September 7  Mark Greenstreet Welcome Student BBQ 
September 14  Jim Neudorf  please read Ephesians twice in preparation 
September 21  Steve Thiessen 
September 28  Dr. James Olthuis 
October 5  Erna Friesen 
 
Cleanup day  Thanks to all who showed up for the summer-end clean-up day on Saturday, August 30. 
 
Church Directory  There's a fellowship directory posted in the hall.  Please check it and add updates so Ron 
can produce a new list about mid-September. 
 
Potluck Barbecue  The welcome barbecue for students at Menno Simons Centre will be held next Sunday 
after the service.  As this takes the place of our usual potluck at the end of the month, please bring salads (A-L) 
and desserts (M-Z) to complement the Mennonite sausage and veggie burgers.  Come and meet the 22 new and 
returning students and eat and be merry with all! 
 
Sunday School:  Next Sunday is back to (Sunday) school day for the kids.  There will be a special puppet 
show and welcome back for the Sunday school students during their traditional story time.  Adults, get your 
dibs in early on a teaching/caring session with either the toddlers, young kids or older kids. 
 
Penny Power:  Next Sunday, bring your spare change in whatever containers you have for a special offering 
for the kids to collect for Penny Power.  It will be commissioned at the service that day, and taken to the MCC 
Relief Sale the next Saturday, September 13.  Your change will be matched 4:1 through the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank and will help MCC's work with famine relief in North Korea. 
 
 



The Wider Church 
 
Over 6200 registrants (including our own André and Hannelore Pekovich/Schowalter) gathered for the 
Mennonite World Conference Assembly in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, August 11-17.  General Council members 
issued two statements; the first addressed the situation in Zimbabwe, and the second was a report on the 
assembly and a call to prayer for Zimbabwe.  The full text of these and other news releases is posted on the 
bulletin board.  See the MWC website (www.mwc-cmm.org) for more information. 
 
Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) British Columbia Unit is setting up a volunteer project location in 
Barriere where residential areas are beginning to recover from this summer's wildfire damage.  The recovery 
effort is inhibited by ongoing fires that continue to threaten Barriere and have brought new damage to other 
areas of the province. 248 homes burned last weekend in Kelowna.  Donations for the MDS investigation and 
response in BC may be sent to Mennonite Disaster Service BC, Box 2038, Abbotsford, BC V2T 3T8. 
 
Arabic Evangelical Church MB is pleased to invite you to a special Middle East Evening at Bible 
Fellowship, 15100-66A Ave., Surrey.  Saturday, September 6, 6:00 pm.  The program will include Middle 
Eastern dinner, music, and testimonies.  The event is being held to support the Arabic Church.  Tickets are 
$15.  Reservations before September 3rd.  Please call Mr. Ramzi, (604) 930-4405 or Mrs. Hanna, (604) 572-
9906, or e-mail [available upon request]. 
 
“The Golden Violin”  featuring Calvin Dyck, violin, and Betty Suderman, piano, will be presented at Cedar 
Valley Mennonite Church, 32840 Janzen Ave., Mission, on September 7, at 7:00.  A freewill offering will be 
taken and CDs will be available for purchase to benefit Mennonite Central Committee Supportive Care 
Services.  For more information, see www.calvindyck.com. 
 
MCC Relief Sale, Auction & Festival: September 12-13 at Tradex, Abbotsford.  The sale truly is reaching 
out to a wider audience since moving into the new building.  People who have never attended church before 
are coming for a look.  A PGIMF cappuccino booth is planned again.  See Paul Thiessen for more information 
or to volunteer to help out. 
 
The West Coast Mennonite Chamber Choir in Concert, Saturday September 13 at 7:30 p.m. Bakerview 
Mennonite Church, 2285 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford.  Suggested donation $10.00 per person.  This is a CD 
release concert for the choir’ s twelfth recording “And Night Shall End.”   Recordings by this choir and Calvin 
Dyck are produced and owned by Mennonite Central Committee Supportive Care Services.  MCC SCS is 
involved in the work of supporting people who have disabilities.  The artists involved in these recordings have 
donated their time and talent to MCC SCS, so that funds raised through sales go directly toward support 
services for people who have disabilities and those who struggle with mental illness. 
 
The Executive Committee of the BC Conference of MB Churches invites you to a very special Retirement 
Celebration in honour of Ike & Shirley Bergen and their ministry to us.  If you have served together with Ike & 
Shirley in any kind of ministry and/or wish to offer your best wishes in person, please join us:  Wednesday, 
September 24, 2003 at 6:30pm at Northview Community Church, Center Court.  Cost is $20.00 per person.  
RSVP by Monday, Sept. 15 by registering on line at www.bcmb.org/news/events, emailing [available upon 
request] or by calling 604-853-6959 or toll free in BC 1-888-653-9933. 
 
Regent College will be offering its Second Annual Film & Faith Conference, “Through a Lens Darkly:The 
Sequel – Exploring the Mystery of the Transcendent Through Film,”  Saturday and Sunday, October 4-5.  For 
more information, call 604-224-3245, or visit www.regent-college.edu. 



ACTS 121 
 

Peter’s Miraculous Escape From Prison 
1 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute 

them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. 3 When he saw that this met with 
approval among the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread. 4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four 
soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. 

5 So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. 
6 The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two 

chains, and sentries stood guard at the entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in 
the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!”  he said, and the chains fell off Peter’s 
wrists.  8 Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.”  And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak 
around you and follow me,”  the angel told him. 9 Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that 
what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and 
second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they went through 
it. When they had walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. 

11 Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord has sent his angel and 
rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish people were hoping would happen.”  

12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called Mark, where 
many people had gathered and were praying. 13 Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant named 
Rhoda came to answer the door. 14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back 
without opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!”  

15 “You’ re out of your mind,”  they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so, they said, “ It must be his 
angel.”  

16 But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they were astonished. 17 Peter 
motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. “Tell 
James and the other brothers and sisters about this,”  he said, and then he left for another place. 

18 In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as to what had become of Peter. 19 After 
Herod had a thorough search made for him and did not find him, he cross-examined the guards and ordered 
that they be executed. 
 

Herod’s Death 

Then Herod went from Judea to Caesarea and stayed there. 20 He had been quarreling with the people of 
Tyre and Sidon; they now joined together and sought an audience with him. Having secured the support of 
Blastus, a trusted personal servant of the king, they asked for peace, because they depended on the king’s 
country for their food supply. 

21 On the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and delivered a public address to 
the people. 22 They shouted, “This is the voice of a god, not of a mere mortal.”  23 Immediately, because Herod 
did not give praise to God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died. 

24 But the word of God continued to increase and spread. 
 

                                                           
1The Holy Bible: Today’s New International Version. © 2003. International Bible Society. 


