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����ou are warmly invited to attend the
Abendmusik Advent Vespers featuring Advent
hymns and music by Gibbons, William Byrd,
Howells, "Jesus Christ the apple tree",
Tavener's beautiful "Little Lamb who made
thee" and two of the Advent "O antiphons"
which inspired the more recent Advent
hymn, "O come, O come Emmanuel".
Tonight at 8:00p.m, Knox United Church

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

December 4, 2005
Second Advent

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Adria
Vizzi Holub, Erna Friesen will be leading us in song, Cynthia Friesen will be accompanying on the piano, and
Rovin Karuna is your usher.  Later we will hear from Paul Thiessen who talk will be entitled” Comfort for God’s
people”.  Lisa-Dawn Kilthau  will be with the primaries, and Danica Thiessen will be with the Sunday School
classes.  Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.

Last Sunday:   We held our traditional First Advent liturgical service featuring readings and prayers selected by
Veronica Dyck, with singing from the sextet and the congregation, and special music from Ernie Doerksen and
Cynthia Friesen. 

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
December 11 Sing-a-long Messiah Advent III
December 18 Christmas Hymns & Songs Advent IV
December 25 Christmas Day No service
January 1 Henry Neufeld Communion

����On Friday, Dec.9, at 10:a.m., our small group will be
meeting with Pakisa, formerly from Congo, to discuss the
current status of missions. The meeting will be held at the
Hildebrand's.  Those interested are invited to attend.

Note from the Trea$urer   Remember - there are only
two more Sundays after this one to get your tax
receiptable donation in for this year (although if we
receive one on January 1st dated December 31st that will
be OK too!) 

The Wider Church
MBMSI    Kevin and Wendy are MBMS International
workers in a Restricted Access Country. They ask our prayers as they endeavor to integrate and make friends
with a people group that worships another god. Pray for good language learning, for open doors and for the
Spirit’s continued protection over them and their 3 children.

BCMB Conference   The Board of the BCMB conference is proud of their financial stewardship this year, but
there is still some need. With an accumulated deficit of $52,500 (as at October 31) they are not able to fulfill all
commitments to Columbia Bible College, to their four camps, and to various church plants.  So please consider
the conference in your year-end giving and contact the office by mail at #101-32310
South Fraser Way, Abbotsford BC, V2T 1X1 or by phone at 604-853-6959 or toll free at 1-888-653-9933.
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Cantata Singers - the free concerts!  In
celebration of their new Christmas CD the
Cantata singers has added a second
performance of their traditional Christmas gift
to Vancouver.  A one hour long programme of
traditional and contemporary Christmas music
with a calming and concentrated focus in the
midst of the busy Christmas season.  Saturday
Dec 17th at 2:30 pm at Holy Rosary Cathedral,
646 Richards St. and Sunday December 18th at
3:00 pm at West Vancouver United Church,

Mennoletter from Jerusalem.  Read the newest issue of Dr. Glenn Witmer’s Mennoletter from Jerusalem
detailing how the Israeli wall has cut off Bethlehem from Jerusalem.  It is no longer possible for most people,
whether Palestinians, Christian visitors or even Israeli Christians to visit the significant sites to their own
religion.  ‘The first tourists to pass through the barrier voiced dismay.  “ It’s like the Berlin wall,” said Maria
Dubiel, from Poland. “We are from Eastern Europe and we know this kind of wall. We had such a wall between
capitalism and communism. It is not necessary. It introduces misery.” ‘  
http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/news/jerusalemletter/ 

Thomas Merton in France Tour to Prades, May 18 -
28, 2006 with Judith Hardcastle and instructors:
Kathleen Deignan, CND and Jim Forest.  The Thomas
Merton Society of Canada returns to France in 2006 for
a 10-day pilgrimage program in Prades where Thomas
Merton was born. The tour cost of $1,995 includes ten
nights accommodation, breakfast daily, seven evening
meals, scheduled land transportation to St. Michel de
Cuxa and St. Antonin, instructors' services and taxes.
Group size is limited to 18. Please contact TMSC
program director Judith Hardcastle at
 604-669-2546 for more
information or visit www.merton.ca to view the program
brochure.

MDS   Thanks to the wonderful response of hundreds of volunteers, the MDS sites are nearly full through March
2006. After the holidays, we will be sharing with you sites and times where volunteers will be needed through the 
spring and summer months. Once again, we thank you for your willingness to share your time with those in need.
May you have a blessed holiday season and may the joy of Christ's birth be present in your home.

Once again Pacific Theatre is pleased to present CHRISTMAS PRESENCE , a Christmas stocking with its
seams showing - stuffed full of stories, songs, poetry, comedy and reminiscence.  A Pacific Theatre tradition,
featuring a wide range of performing artists, including Carolyn Arends, Ron Reed, Allen des Noyers, Leora
Cashe, Michael Hart, Jeanine Noyes, Spencer Capier and Nelson Boschman, among others. Dec 11 performance
at The Matsqui Centennial Auditorium, 32315 South Fraser Way, Abbotsford.  Dec 18 - 20 performances at
Pacific Theatre, 1420 W 12th Ave (at Hemlock St), Vancouver.  For tickets ($8 - $17) call 604.731.5518 or order
single tickets online at  http://www.pacifictheatre.org 

MC Canada Witness   A RAD (Reaching and Discipleship) team of four just arriving in Thailand for a term of
service with Pat & Rad Houmphan, in Borabur were informed as they  were arriving by one of the RAD
participant's families that Rachel Neiswander's father had passed away. It will be difficult for her to receive this
news upon arrival, and immediately turn around to return home. The others will be going on to Borabur. Please
pray for God's mercy in her lonely return, that she may feel much love and comfort in this difficult time. We also
ask for your prayers for the rest of the RAD team (from the US) as they are walking this new road with the
people in and around Borabur and for Houmphans as they give leadership to their time of service. Pray that God
will comfort Rachel, her family and those in Thailand who had anticipated working together in the coming
months.
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Call to Worship

One:  Prepare the way of the Lord.
Many: Make straight in the desert a highway.
One: Life up your voice,
Many: Do not fear,
One: for love and faithfulness will meet.
Many: Righteousness and peace will kiss.
One: God is faithful and can be trusted.
Many: O Lord, our God how majestic is your name in all the earth.

Prayer (The Advent collects from the Common Book of Prayer)
ALMIGHTY God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armour of
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in
the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise
to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

BLESSED Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning; Grant that we may in such
wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we
may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen.

Isaiah 40:1-11 (NASB)

    1"Comfort, O comfort My people," says your God. 
    2"Speak kindly to Jerusalem;
         And call out to her, that her warfare has ended,
         That her iniquity has been removed,
         That she has received of the LORD'S hand
         Double for all her sins." 
    3A voice is calling,
         "Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness;
         Make smooth in the desert a highway for our
God. 
    4"Let every valley be lifted up,
         And every mountain and hill be made low;
         And let the rough ground become a plain,
         And the rugged terrain a broad valley; 
    5Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed,
         And all flesh will see it together;
         For the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 
    6A voice says, "Call out."
         Then he answered, "What shall I call out?"
         All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the
flower of the field. 

    7The grass withers, the flower fades,
         When the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
         Surely the people are grass. 
    8The grass withers, the flower fades,
         But the word of our God stands forever. 
    9Get yourself up on a high mountain,
         O Zion, bearer of good news,
         Lift up your voice mightily,
         O Jerusalem, bearer of good news;
         Lift it up, do not fear 
         Say to the cities of Judah,
         "Here is your God!" 
    10Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might,
         With His arm ruling for Him 
         Behold, His reward is with Him
         And His recompense before Him. 
    11Like a shepherd He will tend His flock,
         In His arm He will gather the lambs
         And carry them in His bosom;
         He will gently lead the nursing ewes.
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Mark 1:1-8 (NASB)

1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God.
2As it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
"BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER AHEAD OF

YOU,
     WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY;
3THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE

 WILDERNESS,
     'MAKE READY THE WAY OF THE LORD,
     MAKE HIS PATHS STRAIGHT.'"
4John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

5And all the country of Judea was going out to him,
 and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were being
baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their
sins.
6John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather
belt around his waist, and his diet was locusts and wild
honey.
7And he was preaching, and saying, "After me One is
coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to stoop
down and untie the thong of His sandals.
8"I baptized you with water; but He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit."

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 (NASB)

For the choir director. A Psalm of the sons of Korah.
1O LORD, You showed favour to Your land;
     You restored the captivity of Jacob. 
2You forgave the iniquity of Your people;
     You covered all their sin.
3You withdrew all Your fury;
     You turned away from Your burning anger.
4Restore us, O God of our salvation,
     And cause Your indignation toward us to cease.
5Will You be angry with us forever?
     Will You prolong Your anger to all generations?
6Will You not Yourself revive us again,
     That Your people may rejoice in You?
7Show us Your lovingkindness, O LORD,
     And grant us Your salvation.

8I will hear what God the LORD will say;
     For He will speak peace to His people, to His
godly ones;
     But let them not turn back to folly.
9Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him,
     That glory may dwell in our land.
10Lovingkindness and truth have met together;
      Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11Truth springs from the earth,
     And righteousness looks down from heaven.
12Indeed, the LORD will give what is good,
     And our land will yield its produce.
13Righteousness will go before Him
     And will make His footsteps into a way.

Prayer of Confession
Be patient with us, O God,

for we have sinned in thought, word, and deed.
We have been afraid to be honest with ourselves

lest we find something that is hurtful, dark, or sordid.
We have not loves you as we ought.
We have not cared for your creation as we can.
We have not respected your people as we might.
Without you our lives are like dry grass and fading flowers.


