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Cantata Singers - the free concerts!  In celebration of their
new Christmas CD the Cantata singers has added a second
performance of their traditional Christmas gift to Vancouver. 
A one hour long programme of traditional and contemporary
Christmas music with a calming and concentrated focus in
the midst of the busy Christmas season.  Saturday Dec 17th at
2:30 pm at Holy Rosary Cathedral, 646 Richards St. and
Sunday December 18th at 3:00 pm at West Vancouver United
Church, 2062 Esquimalt Ave.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

December 11, 2005

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our Sing-along Messiah service will
be led by Eric Hannan with Kathryn Schmidt accompanying on the piano.  Erika Hannan is your usher.  There
will be child care for the children and perhaps Sunday School as well.  Please join us after the service for coffee
and fellowship in the lounge.

Last Sunday   Paul Thiessen spoke on Isaiah 40, "Comfort for God's people". Some think that Isaiah, the 'prince
of the prophets', possibly wrote both books (Is. 1-39 and 40-end) during Israel's stormy decline, even foretelling
its eventual demise (in 586 B.C.) In Book 1, God is portrayed as punishing Israel, but Book 2 opens with words
of comfort and the promise of redemption. Repentance prepares the way for the coming of the kingdom. God is
likened to a shepherd caring for his flock (verse 11). Our world desperately needs comfort in the face such things
as hurricanes, random shootings, kidnappings, war, AIDS, the disintegration of family structures. The essence of
comfort is to console, to help others be less unhappy. We sometimes offer the greatest comfort simply by
listening to others, by being with them, hearing their entire story (rather than cutting them off). We may not solve
their problems, but listening offers crucial support and can provide at least some level of comfort. Discussion
noted that God's comfort may not include the answer we want, but it may also eventually include the sense of
peace we truly need. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
December 18 Christmas Hymns & Songs Advent IV
December 25 Christmas Day No service
January 1 Henry Neufeld Communion
January 8 Derek Carr Epiphany

Christmas Services   As PGIMF will not be presenting a Christmas Eve or Christmas Day services, next week
there will be a list of services you are welcome to attend.

Note from the Treasurer   Remember - there is only one more Sundays after this one to get your tax receiptable
donation in for this year

The Wider Church

MBMSI   PRAYER FOR PORTUGAL. 
Otto and Marjorie Ekk are MBMS
International missionaries to Portugal. As
they finish their MINA and prepare to return
to Lisbon in January, pray for a good re-entry
and that their next term of service will see
God’s hand at work in amazing and
miraculous ways. 
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An excellent editorial on the plight of the
CPT activists held hostage in Iraq is
reprinted from the Sojourners website as
passed along by Jon Nofziger of MCC-BC. 
You can read it on the bulletin board 

BCMB Conference   The Board of the BCMB conference is proud of their financial stewardship this year, but
there is still some need. With an accumulated deficit of $52,500 (as at October 31) they are not able to fulfill all
commitments to Columbia Bible College, to their four camps, and to various church plants.  So please consider
the conference in your year-end giving and contact the office by mail at #101-32310
South Fraser Way, Abbotsford BC, V2T 1X1 or by phone at 604-853-6959 or toll free at 1-888-653-9933.

MDS   Thanks to the wonderful response of hundreds of volunteers, the MDS sites are nearly full through March
2006. After the holidays, we will be sharing with you sites and times where volunteers will be needed through the 
spring and summer months. Once again, we thank you for your willingness to share your time with those in need.
May you have a blessed holiday season and may the joy of Christ's birth be present in your home.

St. John’s Shaughnessy   December 18th at 6:30 pm A Light in
the Night - a contemporary evening service celebrating Christ’s
birth.  All welcome

Winter Harp   A candlelight concert of words and music
celebrating the winter and Christmas seasons. Dozens of
candles light the stage as musicians in medieval attire play
harps, flutes, drums, bells and an assortment of rare 12th

century instruments for both traditional and well-loved carols.   Saturday, Dec. 17 at 7:30 pm at St.
Andrew's-Wesley Church (Burrard & Nelson)  Tickets: $24 at Festival Box Off. 604-257-0366, Celtic Creations
(Lonsdale Quay) and Zulu Records.

WPG Presbyterian Church   Come join us Thursday evening December 15th at 7:00 pm for a Celtic Vespers
service.  All welcome.

Who Was Jesus?

My Cajun friend's theory is that Jesus was a Cajun: 
1. He liked to serve fish to his friends. 
2. He could make his own wine. 
3. And he wasn't afraid of water.

My black friend had 3 good arguments that Jesus was
Black: 
1. He called everyone "brother". 
2. He liked Gospel. 
3. He couldn't get a fair trial.

My Jewish friend had 3 equally good arguments that
Jesus was Jewish: 
1. He went into His Father's business. 
2. He lived at home until he was 33. 
3. He was sure his Mother was a virgin and his mother
     was sure he was God.

My Italian friend gave his 3 equally good arguments
that Jesus was Italian: 
1. He talked with his hands. 
2. He had wine with every meal. 

3. He used olive oil.

My California friends also had 3 equally good
arguments that Jesus was a Californian: 
1. He never cut his hair. 
2. He walked around barefoot all the time. 
3. He started a new religion.

My Irish friend then gave his 3 equally good arguments
that Jesus was Irish: 
1. He never got married. 
2. He was always telling stories. 
3. He loved green pastures.

But my lady friend had the most compelling evidence of
all that Jesus was a woman:
1. He fed a crowd at a moment's notice when there     
was no food. 
2. He kept trying to get a message across to a bunch     
of men who just didn't get it. 
3. And even when he was dead, he had to get up     
because there was more work to do.
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Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11;

1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the
LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good
news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and
the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who
mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion-- to
give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of
gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise
instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his
glory.

4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise
up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined
cities, the devastations of many generations. 5Strangers
shall stand and feed your flocks, foreigners shall till
your land and dress your vines; 6but you shall be called
priests of the LORD, you shall be named ministers of
our God; you shall enjoy the wealth of the nations, and
in their riches you shall glory. 7Because their shame

was double, and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot,
therefore they shall possess a double portion;
everlasting joy shall be theirs. 8For I the LORD love
justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully
give them their recompense, and I will make an
everlasting covenant with them. 9Their descendants
shall be known among the nations, and their offspring
among the peoples; all who see them shall
acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD
has blessed.

10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being
shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the
garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe
of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a
garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the
Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to
spring up before all the nations. 

Psalm 126

1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we
were like those who dream.

2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our
tongue with shouts of joy; then it was said among the
nations, "The LORD has done great things for them."

3 The LORD has done great things for us, and we
rejoiced.

4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses
in the Negeb.

5 May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.

6 Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for
sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying
their sheaves. 
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1 Thess. 5:16-24

16 Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks
in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do
not despise the words of prophets, 21but test
everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from

every form of evil.
23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely;
and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound
and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

John 1:6-8, 19-28

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. 8He himself was
not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
‘Who are you?’ 20He confessed and did not deny it, but
confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ 21And they asked
him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’
‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22Then they
said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for

those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’
23He said, ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord,”’ as
the prophet Isaiah said. 24Now they had been sent from
the Pharisees. 25They asked him, ‘Why then are you
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah,
nor the prophet?’ 26John answered them, ‘I baptize
with water. Among you stands one whom you do not
know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ 28This took
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was
baptizing.


