
Moderator—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819); Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Karen Peters (604-264-1753); 
Pastoral Concerns—Herb Reesor (604-224-5245), Sue Dudoward (604-876-4114) 
Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Music—Eric Hannan (604-325-5065) 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP 
web site:   www.pgimf.org     E-mail:   pgimf@pgimf.org 

 
December 15, 2002 

 
Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. In our service today we will continue our 
tradition of celebrating the Third Week of Advent with a service based on Handel’s “Messiah”.  Our service is 
led by Hilda Hildebrand, Evan Kreider will be leading us in song and Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the 
piano.  Sue Greenstreet and Nubia Martens are in charge of children’s church.  Please stay with us after the 
service for coffee and goodies. 
 
Last Sunday: Three of our younger mothers shared their reflections on Advent.  Nadine Neudorf contrasted 
the experiences of Elizabeth and Mary.  Both had what could only be considered miraculous pregnancies, but 
while Elizabeth enjoyed the full support of her ageing husband and wonderful community of friends, Mary 
had to face her engagement being broken off and she had to flee to Elizabeth before she could find any sort of 
emotional and physical support for her crisis pregnancy.  Nadine then asked whether we cannot do more to 
support the single moms who are alone, who feel alone.  Krista Voth spoke about waiting, about preparing for 
Christmas, and for Elias.  For example, her time of pregnancy was a time for dreaming, for preparing a place 
for her child, a time for wondering about the marvellous act of creating new life.  She loved her child before 
birth, while waiting, but now the love is more focused and tangible.  The Advent parallels are fascinating.  
Vange read Carmen Thiessen's reflections on creating a special time around Christmas. Carmen's parents 
taught her not only the joy of culinary and decorative aspects of the season, but also the importance of 
creating a time of friendship and warmth.  She is exploring this further by cutting back on how much is spent 
on gifts and by giving money to charities rather than primarily to family/friends.  She is also concerned that 
public schools celebrate the holidays of other religions, but that Christian holidays are overlooked, instead of 
being used to tell of their true meaning. The morning was truly special for everybody.  [JEK]  
 
During the sharing that followed, Deberah noted that schools and administration respond to parents who 
question the removal of Christmas traditions from schools, so it is important to make your views known. 
(Quote of the morning: “Mary’s serene smile hides nine months of explanation and humiliation.”  - Nadine 
Neudorf )   [AP] 
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658. 
 
A reminder that the Christmas Eve program has been cancelled   We will be singing traditional Christian 
Christmas songs and having readings for our morning service on December 22, but will not be having an 
evening programme that week, as had been suggested.  Hopefully, members for whom an evening service is a 
priority during this season will be able to support some of the many evening services available in our various 
community churches.  Many of them would appreciate our attendance.  Some suggestions will be printed in 
next week’s bulletin. 
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Upcoming speakers 
 
December 22  led by Eric Hannan  4th Advent Christmas Songs and readings 
December 29  Janice Kreider   Acts 1; The Ascension; electing Matthias 
January 5      Acts 2: Pentecost, New beginnings  
January 12      Epiphany "Marriage in the Family" 
 
Prayer requests: 
 
The Wider Church 
 
From MBMS International: CHRISTMAS WITNESS IN JAPAN. Laurence and Leona Hiebert are MBMS 
International missionaries in Japan. They ask prayer for their Christmas Outreach events. They hope new 
families will attend and begin seeking the Lord. Pray that the church people will have the passion and the 
boldness needed to invite their families, neighbors and friends. 
 
MDS   Houston, Texas: TROPICAL STORM ALLISON, Volunteers: 140, jobs: 35, completed: 33 
Volunteers needed December - March, 2003.  Contact project directors: Henry and Pearl Dueck  (713) 491-
9281, [e-mail available] 7404 Tidwell Rd, Houston, TX 77016 
 
MCBC would like to encourage all member churches to support them in meeting their budget for conference 
work and Columbia Bible College for this year of $285,000 as they are about $50,000 short.  You are 
encouraged to remember them personally as well if you have a year-end surplus. 
 
BCMB Conference reports that Faheem Moini, Pastor of the Vancouver Persian Christian Church, and his 
family have been interviewed by CTV and this interview will be televised Monday 6:00 p.m. on CTV.  They 
will discuss the Iranian Christmas culture as well as cover part of their Christmas Celebration Church Service 
including a special commissioning of Faheem to the ministry.  
 


