
Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819);

 Pastoral Care–– John Friesen (604-266-7819) Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: (redacted)

December 16th, 2007
Third Advent

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. Our service today will be led by Don Teichroeb, we
will be led in song by Rosie Perera, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and your usher is Rovin Karuna. Later
we will hear a message from Laura Loewen, now at Eben Ezer, speaking on the lectionary text from Isa 35:1-10
and  Parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their
children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service. You are all welcome to join us in the dining room
after the service for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday:   Our service was composed of readings and prayers assembled by J. Evan Kreider, interspersed with
our annual Sing-along Messiah featuring performances from Lisa-Dawn Kilthau,. Ann Marie Neudorf and Kathryn
Koslowsky-Schmidt.  A very honest and human performance, with none of the polish and glamour of the
professionals.  A real “church” Messiah!

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers

December 23 Breakfast service 4th Advent
December 30 John Sawatzky Suffering
January 6 Henry Neufeld Membership Sunday
January 13 Johannes Stolz Plurality Revealed

LLLLPotluck Breakfast!   For next week’s service,

December 23rd we will feature a potluck breakfast in the
dining room  at 10:00 am to begin our service, and then
move into the sanctuary for the completion of the service
featuring readings and prayers and songs led by Veronica
and Erna  So bring your best breakfast goodies - there will
be coffee, tea and juice provided. 

Sigh.  Another error in the church list - this time in our own e-mail We’re at (redacted)- not unserve.com.  

Message from the treasurer   There are only 5 Sundays left to complete your giving for the year 2007, and after
this service, there will be only 4 Sundays left. The church appreciates your continued regular giving to provide us
with a balance to meet our expenses and to follow up on our budgeted charitable giving that is still to be done
($500 to CMU and to Regent College, $300 to the MCC/Sherbrooke Food Bank, and $1,500 to MCC).

Membership Sunday
Karl Brown and Rosie Perera will be joining our
church on January 6th during our Membership
Sunday service.  If there are any others who wish
to join them, please see Henry Neufeld or any
member of the PGIMF church board.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



A new edition of the Ekkstra news is on the bulletin board in the back of the church.

The Wider Church

MBMSI     GOD BLESS GUADALAJARA! As you remember Jennifer Schmidt this week, MBMS International worker
in Mexico, rejoice with her as she reports on “God bringing change” to the work in Guadalajara. Physical changes
around the RETO church due to a construction team; and lives changed through several camp programs this past
summer. Pray for the new TREK team which arrived in October.

Vancouver Cantata Singers   A Christmas Reprise! December 22 2007 at 2pm at Holy Rosary Cathedral
(Richards & Dunsmuir, Vancouver).   The Cantata Singers’ annual concert, a Saturday afternoon shopping-break
concert the weekend before Christmas will relieve the stress of the season and recharge our spirits. We will end the
concert of traditional and contemporary arrangements of new and beloved carols with Biebl’s famous Ave Maria. 
All welcome!

MCC  invites you to pray with us for the people of Bangladesh as they recover from the aftermath of Cyclone Sidr,
which struck in November. MCC is responding with food and the rebuilding of homes. Donations can be made
online at www.mcc.org/donate or by contacting the MCC BC office (604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622 6337. You may
also send in your donation to MCC BC Box 2038 Abbotsford BC V2T 3T8. Make your cheque out to MCC BC
marked for Bangladesh Emergency Response.

FaithQwest 2008

The former Portable CMU has changed its name.  Peace Church is once again hosting the series of seminars
and workshops on Christian faith in modern culture.  Come hear David Shenk, Gordon Matties, Wayne Plenert
and Dan Epp-Thiessen speaking on interfaith relations, conflict transformation, resources for healing, and film
nights on Friday January 18 and Saturday January 19, 2008.  Details are attached to this bulletin, and you are
encouraged to register for FaithQwest 2008 early to help Peace plan attendance.  Please register with Andre.  



Isaiah 35:1-10 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
   the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly,
   and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
   the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord,
   the majesty of our God.

3Strengthen the weak hands,
   and make firm the feeble knees.
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
   ‘Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
   He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
   He will come and save you.’

5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
   and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6then the lame shall leap like a deer,

   and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
   and streams in the desert;
7the burning sand shall become a pool,
   and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
   the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

8A highway shall be there,
   and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
   but it shall be for God’s people;
   no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray.
9No lion shall be there,
   nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
   but the redeemed shall walk there.
10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
   and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
   they shall obtain joy and gladness,
   and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.    [NRSV]

Matthew 11:2-11

1Now when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve
disciples, he went on from there to teach and proclaim
his message in their cities.

Messengers from John the Baptist

2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was
doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him,
‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?’ 4Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what
you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.
6And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’

Jesus Praises John the Baptist

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the
crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into the

wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?
8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in
soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal
palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet?
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the
one about whom it is written,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
   who will prepare your way before you.”
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one
has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the
days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of
heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by
force. 13For all the prophets and the law prophesied
until John came; 14and if you are willing to accept it, he
is Elijah who is to come. 15Let anyone with ears listen!   
[NRSV]



Call to worship (based on Psalms 85 & 146)

All: Wisdom will flow from God’s

presence,

   and justice will follow her voice.

Leader: Let me hear what God declares,

People: for the Lord is declaring peace.

All: Wisdom will flow from God’s

presence,

   and justice will follow her voice.

Leader: The Lord decides for the poor
   and loves the just.

People: the Lord keeps faith forever

   and is faithful to all generations.

All: wisdom will flow from God’s presence,

and justice will follow her voice.

Prayer of confession:

Leader: God of liberation,
   we love our comforts and securities
   more than a just world in which all life is sacred.

People: we would rather drink from springs that don’t satisfy

   than confront the powers of darkness in and around us.

All: Forgive us our weakness and failure,

   grant us your mercy,

   and energize us to work toward and celebrate your jubilee.

   In the name of Christ Jesus our Lord, we ask this.  Amen.

Words of assurance:

Leader: The God of Light says this to those who wander aimlessly:
   “Fear not, for I have redeemed you;
   I have called you by name, you are mind.”
   Trust the Lord who teaches wisdom,
   and God will grant strength, healing and hope for the journey.

All materials reprinted courtesy Mennonite Church Canada (Leader Magazine, Fall 2007) 


