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New addition!
Sara Gisele was born at 9:57 Tuesday
morning weighing in at 7lbs/15oz and 16"
long and everybody's well.  They are home
now and have sent pictures out to
everybody on the church e-mail list.  For
those who have not seen them, there is a
collage on the bulletin board at the back.
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December 18, 2005
Advent IV

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service featuring well-loved
songs and carols of Christmas will be led by Ann Marie Neudorf, accompanied by Ruth Enns on the piano, with
Peter Neudorf as your usher.  Please remember there is no service at PGIMF next Sunday.   Lisa-Dawn
Kilthau will be with the primaries, and Danica Thiessen will be with the Sunday School classes.  Please join us
after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.

Last Sunday:   We held our annual effort to honour Christ’s birth in the work of G. F. Handel with a rendition
(Evan & Eric might say “a great rending”) of his work The Messiah.  Backed by a stellar performance from the
“orchestra” (Kathryn Schmidt on the piano) the congregation bravely attempted choruses and group solos from
familiar and less familiar parts of the work. A doubling in the strength of the tenors, and some especially strong
voices among the sopranos made for a very pleasant balance, and we hope the neighbourhood (which this year
received a special written invitation to join us for this event) enjoyed the performance as much as we did.   [AP]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
December 25 Christmas Day No service
January 1 Henry Neufeld Communion
January 8 Derek Carr Epiphany
January 15 Mark Northey -

Christmas Services   As PGIMF will not be presenting a
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day services, attached to this
bulletin is a list of services you are welcome to attend. 
We will return January 1st at 10:00 am to begin the new
year with our regular services.

����Note from the Treasurer   Remember - this is the
last Sunday to get your tax receiptable donation in for this
year

Thanks to Henry and Tena Neufeld who cooked the MSC
students Christmas Turkey Dinner and gift exchange on Wednesday just past.  It was very much enjoyed and
appreciated by all the students and especially the Residence Coordinators, and further cements the relationship
the students enjoy with this church.  Our thanks go to Henry and Tena for all their work on this event.

Cantata Singers - the free concerts!  In celebration of their new Christmas CD the Cantata singers has added a
second performance of their traditional Christmas gift to Vancouver.  A one hour long programme of traditional
and contemporary Christmas music with a calming and concentrated focus in the midst of the busy Christmas
season. Today at 3:00 pm at West Vancouver United Church, 2062 Esquimalt Ave.
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The Wider Church

MBMSI   GUADALAJARA FOR GOD. Pray today for Alfredo and Sandra Beltran, MBMS International
workers in Guadalajara, Mexico. In joint appointment with the Colombia MB Church Conference, the Beltrans
are working among middle class professionals in Guadalajara, leading a new church planting team. Pray for
opportunities to meet people and meaningful contacts as they work faithfully at Friendship Evangelism.

St. John’s Shaughnessy   St. John’s Shaughnessy   December 18th at 6:30 pm A Light in the Night - a
contemporary evening service celebrating Christ’s birth.  All welcome

Come see Pacific Theatre’s production of The Farndale Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen’s Guild Dramatic
Society’s Production Of A Christmas Carol, the hilarious play-within-a-play featuring a stalwart group of lady
thespians bringing ineptitude to new heights with their dizzily endearing, well-meaning assault on the Dickens
Christmas classic.  It’s the fifth in a series of British comedies about a fictional troupe of ladies who reside on
Farndale Avenue (they first slaughtered Macbeth in 1976). Playing December 2 - January 1, Wednesdays -
Saturdays 8:00 pm/ Saturday matinees 2:00 pm.  All performances at Pacific Theatre 1420 W 12th Ave,
Vancouver.  Tickets $14-28 or $14-21 seniors/students available in person at the theatre, by phone at 604-731-
5518 or from www.pacifictheatre.org 

A Psalm For Christmas Eve

Praise God for Christmas.
Praise Him for the Incarnation
for Word made flesh.
I will not sing
of shepherds watching flocks
on frosty night
or angel choristers.
I will not sing
of stable bare in Bethlehem
or lowing oxen
wise men
trailing distant star
with gold and frankincense and myrrh.
Tonight I will sing
praise to the Father

Who stood on heaven's threshold
and said farewell to His Son
as He stepped across the stars
to Bethlehem
and Jerusalem.
And I will sing
praise to the Infinite Eternal Son
Who became most finite
a Baby
Who would one day be executed
for my crimes.
Praise Him in the havens.
Praise Him in the stable.
Praise Him in my heart.

Joseph Bayly
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Luke 1:26-38

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by
God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The
Lord is with you.’* 29But she was much perplexed by
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this
might be. 30The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favour with God. 31And
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.

33He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of
his kingdom there will be no end.’ 34Mary said to the
angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’* 35The
angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born* will be holy; he
will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.’
38Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the
angel departed from her.

Luke 1:46-55

46 And Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
47   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of

 his servant.
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me

 blessed;
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
   and holy is his name.
50 His mercy is for those who fear him
   from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm;

   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their
 hearts.

52 He has brought down the powerful from their
thrones,

   and lifted up the lowly;
53 he has filled the hungry with good things,
   and sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
   in remembrance of his mercy,
55 according to the promise he made to our

 ancestors,
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’

Rom. 16:25-27

25 Now to the one who is able to strengthen you
according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that
was kept secret for long ages 26 but is now disclosed,
and through the prophetic writings is made known to

all the Gentiles, according to the command of the
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27

to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom
be the glory for ever! Amen. 



Christmas Services

First United
Mennonite Church

December 24th at 7:00 pm - Family Christmas Eve service
December 25th at 10:30 am - Christmas Day service

Peace Mennonite
Church

December 24th at 7:00 pm – Family Christmas Eve Worship service 
December 25th at 10:00 am – Christmas Day Service of Readings and Carols

Sherbrooke
Mennonite Church

December 24th at 7:00 pm Candlelight Service
December 25th at 10:30 am Christmas Day Service

Killarney Park December 24th at 6:30 pm - Christmas Eve candlelight service
December 25th at 10:30 am  - Christmas Day service

Culloden MB
Church

December 24th at 6:30 pm - Christmas Eve service
December 25th at 10:45 am  - Christmas Day service

Fraserview MB December 24th at 7:00 pm  Community Christmas Eve
December 25th at 10:00 am Christmas Day Service

Vancouver MB
Church

December 24th at 6:00 pm family service
December 25th at 10:00 am Christmas breakfast, Christmas dayservice at 10:30 am 

Knox United Church December 24th at 7:00 pm - family service; 10:00 pm - Candlelight Communion service
December 25th at 10:00 am - Christmas Day service 

Dunbar Heights
United Church

December 24th at 7:00 pm - family service 11:00 pm - Candlelight Communion service
December 25th Christmas Day service at 10:00 am

St John’s
Shaughnessy
Anglican Church

December 24th at 4:30 pm Family Worship service
December 24th at 8:00pm & 11:00 pm Candlelight Communion
December 25th at 10:00 am Christmas Day worship service with Communion. 

West Point Grey
United Church

December 24th  at 7:00 p.m. Carols, lessons, readings and candles.
December 24th  at 11:00 p.m. Special music, a meditation and candles.
December 25th  at 10:30 a.m. Carols, prayers and a story reading.

St Helen’s Anglican
Church

December 24th at 6:30 pm Christmas Eve service - Candlelight Eucharist
December 25th at 10:30 am Christmas Day service with Eucharist

WPG Presbyterian
Church

December 24th  7 pm Christmas Eve Wonder in West Point Grey
December 24th 10:30 pm Candlelight Service and Communion
December 25th 10:30 am Christmas Morning Service

WPG Baptist Church December 24th Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 10:00 pm
December 25th Christmas Day Joint Worship Service with the Chinese Christian
Fellowship at 11:00 am

Canadian Memorial
United Church

December 24th at 7:00 pm - Christmas Eve service with Brass Quintet
December 24th at 11:00 pm - Candlelight & Communion
December 25th at 10:30 am  - Christmas Day Sunday Service


