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December 19, 2004
Fourth Advent

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Jackie
Bolen, Ann Marie Neudorf will be leading us in song, Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano, and Jeff
Schulz is your usher. Later we will hear from Henry Hildebrand whose talk will be entitled “God With Us”. 
Janice Kreider and Danica Thiessen will be with the toddlers in the nursery, and Mark Northey will be with the
Sunday School class.  Primaries may join the preschoolers in the nursery.  Please note that all Sunday school and
nursery functions are in hiatus from next Sunday until January 9th, so parents are encouraged to make their own
arrangements for child care during the service.  As always, the children are welcome to stay in the service with
us. Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge. 

Last Sunday:   We held our annual tradition - a rendition of Handel’s Messiah set to a selection of texts and
prayers compiled by Evan Kreider.  A good selection of voices made the effort pleasurable and the result most
pleasing, with special thanks due to accompanist Kathryn Koslowsky who masterfully translated an orchestral
arrangement into a piano accompaniment.  Thanks to all who participated.

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
December 26 J. Evan Kreider Favourite Christmas Carols
January 2 Henry Neufeld Membership Sunday (Epiphany)
January 9 Matthia Langone Spirituality
January 16 Gordon Matties

Membership Sunday We will be having another Membership Sunday on January 2nd.  If you feel led to join this
church to demonstrate your commitment to its principles and fellowship, please see any member of the board for
a conversation for possibility.

Note from the Treasurer   Remember - there are only two more Sundays after this one to get your tax
receiptable donation in for this year (although if we receive one on January 3rd dated December 31st that will be
OK too!) 

The Wider Church
MBMSI  CHRISTMAS ACROSS LATIN AMERICA. This is Christmas week! As you pray for MB
missionaries this week, remember Miguel and Consuelo Forero, MBMS International missionaries in Colombia.
Miguel is also MBMSI’s Regional Director for Latin America. Pray that the Christ of Christmas will find His
way into many hearts this year as Miguel gives leadership to the work of MB missions throughout Latin America.

During the evening of December 11, 2004 Olivet Mennonite Church in Abbotsford, experienced a devastating fire
which completely gutted their Sanctuary. Thankfully the offices did not suffer fire damage and no one was in the
building at the time of the fire.  Please pray for the Congregation as they mourn the loss of their Church building and
pray for those in leadership as they work together with the Insurance Company in dealing with the after affects of the fire
and process the needs of the future. Pray for Pastors Jim Ratzlaff and Stacey O’Neill as they minister to the needs of
their church members. 
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As you rack your brain thinking of suitable Christmas gifts for family and friends, consider modifying your
expenditure and spending the savings on a gift that will truly impact a needy family in a distant land. MCC
offers numerous suggestions for projects in developing countries. How about providing school supplies for a
student in India for only $30? Or providing a ring for a well in Laos for $103? 10 chickens for a family to
raise in Croatia? These and many other gift giving suggestions await you at www.mcc.org/respond/projects. 
GO FOR IT - GIVE A GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS THAT CHANGES A LIFE.

Pacific Theatre   is pleased to present Christmas Presence, a Christmas stocking with its seams showing - stuffed
full of stories, songs, poetry, comedy and reminiscence. A Pacific Theatre tradition.  Christmas Presence opens
'In the Valley' on December 12 at The Matsqui Centennial Auditorium in Abbotsford, and 'In the City' on
December 19 and 20 at Pacific Theatre in Vancouver. All shows at 8pm. For tickets ($8-$17) and information
call 604.731.5518 or visit www.pacifictheatre.org. Group discounts available.

����Canadian MB Conference Survey   The Canadian Conference of MB Churches is presenting an
opportunity to every member and adherent across Canada to participate in a national Strategic Planning Survey
which will provide input and give direction to a Strategic Plan. This survey and explanation is available on-line at
www.mbconf.ca/news/survey.en.html, and printed copies will be made available by the congregational
coordinator for those who prefer to complete it in that format - one per household.  Returns deadline - January
15th, 2005.

A Workshop for Music and Worship Leaders: “Making Room for God....Making Room for People.” Ken
Nafziger and Marlene Kropf will be leading a this workshop, January 21 -23, at Portland Mennonite Church.
Through large group sessions, gathering for worship and smaller seminars, participants will be challenged to
create space in our worship for a fuller experience of God-With-Us.  Workshop registration forms are available
from the church office or the back table. The registration fee is $35 before January 7 and $45 after. If you have
questions, feel free to contact Rod Stafford at 503-234-0559 or   See Harold Neufeldt if
you have questions.

Portable CMU

For the past months, Tim Kuepfer of Peace Mennonite has been organizing a weekend seminars featuring CMU
professors to take place in Vancouver in January, and registration is beginning.  These are not university courses,
but are geared for the congregation and will employ lay language.  They are practical and interactive, and the
weekend will be a great opportunity for our churches to come together, learn and think about subjects that are vital
to our Christian faith and discipleship.

This Portable CMU take place Saturday, January 15 at FUMC from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm and Sunday, January 16 at
Sherbrooke from 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm and will feature David Schroeder, Karl Koop, Gordon Matthies and Neil Funk-
Unrau.  Registration fees will be $20 ahead of time (up to Sunday, Jan 9), and $25 at the door.. 

The Church without Spot or Wrinkle?
Karl Koop, Associate Professor of Historical Theology
Throughout the centuries, Christians have grappled with the question of whether the Church should be understood
as a community of saints or as a community of sinners in need of healing and forgiveness, and individual churches
have been inclined toward one model or the other.  Sessions include The contribution of sixteenth century
Anabaptism; The church without spot or wrinkle in Mennonite experience; Rethinking the Nature of the Church;
and The Church in the World
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The Stories Jesus Told
David Schroeder
The parables, as Jesus told them, were an invitation to a new and very different world. We will look at the way in
which Jesus' parables startled and disturbed the hearers and forced them to make life-changing choices for better
or for worse. Perhaps they will also disturb our complacency.

Models for Transforming Conflicts
Neil Funk-Unrau, Assistant Professor of Conflict Resolution Studies
How can we use conflict creatively to bring about transformation and healing? How can we move beyond the goal
of solving the immediate problems within a specific conflict to actively transform and heal the relationships that
gave rise to the conflict in the first place? This series of workshops provides an opportunity to explore some basic
dimensions of conflict, particularly those dimensions that can make a conflict extremely intense and painful. We
then explore several models for conflict transformation, such as transformative mediation and truth commissions,
investigating issues such as the role of apologies, forgiveness, and the potential for reconciliation.

Movies: The Parables of our Generation
Gordon Matties, Associate Professor of Biblical Studies & Theology
Movies often express yearning for loving community, for happiness, and even for God’s presence. Yet they also
expose our compulsions, challenge our idolatries and lament the loss of God’’s presence. How do movies
stimulate thoughtful reflection on faith? How might we imagine constructive and critical conversation between faith
and film? And how might we nurture a thoroughly Christian way of seeing?  Sessions include: stimulating the
conversation between movies and faith; a viewing of the movie 13 Conversations about One Thing (2001, PG). In
the movie the lives of a lawyer, an actuary, a housecleaner, a professor, and the people around them intersect as
they ponder order and happiness in the face of life’s unpredictability. Participants will view the movie together, and
discuss it afterward.

Program
Saturday, January 15 - First United Mennonite Church,

8:30 - 9:00 am
Registration and Welcome

9:00 - 10:15
Neil Funk-Unrau - Session 1
Karl Koop - Session 1

10:15 - 10:45
Break

10:45 - 12:00 pm
Gordon Matthies - Session 1
David Schroeder - Session 1

12:00 - 1:00
Lunch

1:00 - 2:15
Neil Funk-Unrau - Session 2
Karl Koop - Session 2

2:15 - 2:45
Break

2:45 - 4:00
Gordon Matthies - Session 2 (ends 5:00 pm)
David Schroeder - Session 2

Sunday, January 16 - Sherbrooke Mennonite Church

2:00 - 3:15 pm
Neil Funk-Unrau - Session 3
Karl Koop - Session 3

3:15 - 3:45
Break

3:45 - 5:00
Gordon Matties - Session 3
David Schroeder - Session 3
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Matthew 8:14-17

14When Jesus came into Peter's house, he saw Peter's
mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. 15He
touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got
up and began to wait on him. 

16When evening came, many who were demon-
possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the
spirits with a word and healed all the sick. 17This
was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet
Isaiah: “He took up our infirmities and carried our
diseases.”

Responsive Reading, lighting of the 4th candle

L: We lit the first candle of Advent,
M: To signal our watch for the coming of Christ, 
W: Who will expel the Spirit of discontent and bring healing for the nations.

L: We lit the second candle of advent,
M: To signal our hope for the renewal of creation,
W: Which will reveal the image of God and restore harmony with nature.

L: We lit the third candle of Advent,
M: To signal our faith in the triumph of justice,
W: Which will expose the folly of pride and magnify purity of heart.

L: Today we light the fourth candle of Advent, 
M: To signal our trust in the promise of God,
W: Who will establish His reign of love on Earth and uphold it with righteousness for evermore.


