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“He has brought down rulers from their thrones, but has lifted up the humble. 

 He has filled the hungry with good things, but has sent the rich away empty.” (Luke 1: 46) 
 

Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. In our service today we will continue our 
tradition of celebrating the Fourth Week of Advent with a service of songs and readings of Christmas.  Our 
service is led by Helmut & Hildegard Lemke, with Eric Hannan conducting us in song and Ruth Enns 
accompanying on the piano.  Kevin Hiebert is in charge of children’s church.  Please stay with us after the 
service for coffee and goodies. 
 
Last Sunday: We held our traditional sing-a-long rendition of Handel’s Messiah.  Once again, our grateful 
thanks to Eric Hannan and the sextet for leading us. 
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658. 
 
We will not be holding a Christmas program at PGIMF this year.  You may be interested in some of the 
Christmas Eve programs at other churches listed below: 
       
WPG United  Dec 24  -  11:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve Choir, Candlelight Communion Service 
WPG Baptist  Dec. 22 -  7:30pm Christmas Taizé Service; Dec. 24  -  10:00pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Canadian Memorial Dec 24  -  11:00 pm:  Candlelight and Carols - a candlelit service of readings and music arranged by 
   (United)  Jocelyn Pritchard with Madeleine Klassen at the organ. 
St. Helen’s Anglican Dec 24 - 11:00 pm  - a Midnight Eucharist Christmas Eve service 
Sherbrooke MC  Dec 24 - 7:00 pm  -   Children’s service 
Killarney Park Mennonite Brethren Church - for details on Christmas services, call (604)437-9638.   
 
Geoff and Karen Vanderkooy have sent a letter detailing their experiences of the last year.  For those of you 
who haven’t had a chance to read it yet, it is on the back bulletin board. 
 
�Cappuccino machine information: The project to acquire a cappuccino machine for use at PGIMF and the 
Menno Simons Centre was turned over to the MSC committee and Board for consideration, and at the Board 
meeting, the residence coordinators were directed to find out what the students would find useful to encourage 
community and relationship with the larger university community.  A report is expected soon on whether the 
cappuccino machine can fulfill this function. 
 
Upcoming speakers 
 
December 29  Janice Kreider  Acts 1; The Ascension; electing Matthias 
January 5     Acts 2: Pentecost, New beginnings  
January 12  John Friesen  Epiphany "Marriage in the Family" (liturgical readings) 
January 19     Acts 3: Peter's miracles and preaching 
 
Prayer requests: [ask for details] 
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The Wider Church 
 
Please see the bulletin board in the hall for a letter from Dan Nighswander, general secretary of the MC 
Canada detailing the financial difficulties conference finds itself in this year.  Your prayers and help are 
welcome. 
 
Calling all ex-students of Bethel Bible Institute 1940-1960:  Please phone, e-mail, snail-mail or visit George 
Schmidt (BBI 57-58) is planning a reunion of BBI grads of the ‘40s & ‘50s on February 14-16, 2003.  Please 
give us the following information: year(s) attended, name/maiden-name (if married), address, tel #, e-mail 
address. Please also supply similar details re. classmates who may be out of the area, and/or not attending  a 
Mennonite church. George Schmidt: [604]853-3567 ext. 354; [e-mail available upon request] 2940 
Clearbrook Rd., Abbotsford, BC V2T 2Z8 
 
From MBMS International: PRAISE FOR PIURA CHURCH! Gerald and Shirley Falk are MBMS 
International missionaries in Peru. Thanks to all who are contributing to the construction of the church 
building in Piura. They now have a kitchen, classroom space, office, bathroom and a thatch roof meeting area. 
The parsonage still needs completing. 
 
MDS Harold Neufeldt is your source for information about the project in Los Angeles for the rebuilding of 
Faith Chapel this January 5-25, 2003.  He will be there as well, for you first-timers. 
 

 A Christmas Prayer 
 
People:  O God, in the fullness of time you sent your son Jesus in a manner that confounded kings yet 

moved shepherds and magi. Guide us now as we prepare to celebrate the coming of the 
Prince of Peace. 

Leader:  As we make our family plans for Advent and Christmas, 
People:  We commit to hold central the one whose birth we celebrate. 
Leader:  As we feel the pressure to buy and buy and buy, 
People:  We commit to resist our temptations to find you in material things. 
Leader:  As we consider all of the waste generated in our celebrations, 
People:  We commit to set limits on what we will consume and throw away. 
Leader:  As our plans do not include those who are hungry, sick, lonely and imprisoned, 
People:  We commit to seek you in the spirit of humility. 
Leader:  As we make our Christmas lists for family and friends, 
People:  We commit to remember our reason to celebrate. 
All:  O God, forgive us when we forget who you are and why you have come. As we prepare for 

the Prince of Peace to be born in our midst, help us to bring peace to a troubled world and 
people. As the shepherds and magi looked for you in a stable, let us look for you among 
those you came to serve. Amen 

-       attributed to Aidan S. Enns @ 
www.buynothingchristmas.org.  


