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February 10th, 2008

1st of Lent

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today we will be led in worship by Henry Neufeld, in song
by Paul Thiessen, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and your usher will be Edward Epp.  Later we will
hear from Rosie Perera, who will be speaking from on The Lord’s Supper.   Parents are requested to make their
own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel
during the service.  Everyone is welcome to join us in the dining room after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday Janice Kreider spoke on the last Sunday of epiphany, a midpoint in the tale told by the gospels, of
the “between” of the transfiguration.  This process was not something Jesus did to himself, but something that
was done to him, we are told, by God.  His white clothes, the companions Moses and Elijah, all bear enormous
significance for Jewish listeners.  Both Moses and Elijah may not have experienced death, were associated with
mountains and clouds (in which this event took place), both were associated with rebellion and rejection, yet both
upheld both the law of God.  The tent of meeting, the feast of booths, and the internal dwelling of the righteous in
heaven are all possible interpretations of the booths Peter sought to construct on that mountain in celebration of
that event.  He so obviously wanted to prolong the beautiful experience of the visit of these prophets in concord
with his beloved Teacher, but it was not to be.  Why was this passage included?  It’s important to remember that
this as part of the gospels, written so long after Jesus’ death, was written to emphasize the godhead of Jesus, as
well as that previously-important Jewish law was to be superceded with God’s blessing, not on the whim of a
teacher, no matter how divine. There are many parallels to the Gospel of John in this story, although John does
not talk about this Transfiguration, and as an apocalyptic account, we are best served to look at how our
Orthodox brothers and sisters look at this event.  The unmitigated light of God, unrevealed to the intellect, but
rather to the whole person, is a miracle never before and never since performed. We owe it our whole attention
and worship.  [AP]

Lenten Prayer Vigils   Come celebrate the Lenten season with our neighbouring Point Grey churches.  On each 
Wednesday during the Lenten season, a prayer vigil will be held at noon at each of the neighbourhood churches
in succession for about 20 minutes (schedule following) Everyone from all six churches in West Point Grey is
invited to participate.  Please support our neighbours in our WPG community!

Schedule:
Feb 13 - WPG Presbyterian (12th & Trimble) Mar 5 - WPG Baptist (11th & Sasamat)
Feb 20 - WPG United (8th & Tolmie) Mar 12 - St Helen’s Anglican (8th & Trimble)
Feb 27 - Our Lady of Perpetual Help (10th & Crown)

PGIMF News
Upcoming speakers
February 17 Daniel Ray From Whom my Help Comes
February 24 Daniel Ray Christ in Samaria - the Unexpected
March 2 Henry Neufeld Lent IV

March 9 TBA Lent V

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your

thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response

time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the

time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Prayer requests   (Redacted - available on request from webmaster)

The Wider Church

MBMSI  A SMALL LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS.  Pray today for Sean and Erika, MBMS International

workers in a restricted access country. As they teach English, they are thanking God for small breakthroughs in

conversation with students, which reflect a new tolerance for others of different faiths. Pray that this acceptance

will become the norm in their community.

 

MC-BC Annual Delegate Sessions coming up

February 22-23 at Peace Mennonite Church.  PGIMF is

entitled to three delegates, and you are encouraged to

submit your names to Don if you wish to attend. 

Register please with Don or Andre - registrations due

by Feb 12th.   Friday afternoon’s session features Don

Kraybill, author of Amish Grace; Telling the Story -

the Nickel Mine Tragedy leading a seminar on

forgiveness. Stay for supper at Peace Mennonite at

5:30 pm..  Everyone, not just church leadership, is

invited to our LEAD Conference.  On Saturday, the

Annual Delegate Session begins with coffee, worship,,

business sessions, and lunch beginning at 8:30 am.  We

anticipate welcoming additional churches into

membership with MCBC.

The Mennonite Historical Society of BC presents

Letters from Stalin's Gulag, a documentary and book

launch with Ruth Derksen Siemens. The book featured

Remember Us: Letters from Stalin's Gulag (1930-37)

by Ruth Derksen Siemens. Saturday, February 23rd at

the Bakerview MB Church, Abbotsford at 7:00 p.m.

Admission is free. Light refreshments will be served.

MCC Relief Sale Banquets    February 20th  7 pm: Donald Kraybill, author of Amish Grace: How Forgiveness

Transcended Tragedy, will be speaking at Fraserview MB Church (11295 Mellis Drive, Richmond.) For more

information contact Jon Nofziger at 1 888 622 6337 or (redacted) 

MCC Peace Desk    Jon Nofziger writes:   In January, David Shenk was hosted for a series of lectures on "The

Gospel of Reconciliation in Dynamic Engagement with the World of Islam". Hopefully, some of you had the

opportunity to hear him speak. His message reinforces that Christian faith, specifically the Anabaptist

understanding on non-violence and forgiveness, has much to offer the world on real issues. A DVD recording

(not of high quality, but good nevertheless) of his public lecture can be obtained from Columbia Bible College.

Contact (redacted) to request a copy.

Lenten Devotions

With so much international strife, national economic

worries and individual challenges, everyone needs a

bit of silence and inward spiritual reflection in their

lives to renew hope. Goshen College offers an online

spiritual resource to help believers make time and

space in their hearts and minds to reflect on the

Christian season of Lent.

Beginning February 6 and culminating on March 23,

Goshen College students, faculty and staff will

provide weekday reflections based on lectionary

Scripture passages, available online or by daily e-

mail. Please join Goshen on this journey. You may

sign up for weekly e-mails during this Lenten period,

or you may merely log onto the site every week to

check for new devotions at

http://www.goshen.edu/devotions/Home  
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John 6:35-58 

35 Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever

comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever

believes in me will never be thirsty. 36But I said to you

that you have seen me and yet do not believe.
37Everything that the Father gives me will come to me,

and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away;
38for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own

will, but the will of him who sent me. 39And this is the

will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of

all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day.
40This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see

the Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I

will raise them up on the last day.’

41 Then the Jews began to complain about him because

he said, ‘I am the bread that came down from heaven.’
42They were saying, ‘Is not this Jesus, the son of

Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can

he now say, “I have come down from heaven”?’
43Jesus answered them, ‘Do not complain among

yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless drawn by

the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up

on the last day. 45It is written in the prophets, “And

they shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who has

heard and learned from the Father comes to me. 46Not

that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is

from God; he has seen the Father. 47Very truly, I tell

you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48I am the bread

of life. 49Your ancestors ate the manna in the

wilderness, and they died. 50This is the bread that

comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and

not die. 51I am the living bread that came down from

heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever;

and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is

my flesh.’

52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying,

‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ 53So Jesus

said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the

flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have

no life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and drink my

blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the

last day; 55for my flesh is true food and my blood is

true drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my

blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living

Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so

whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the

bread that came down from heaven, not like that which

your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats

this bread will live for ever.’         [NRSV]

1 Cor 11:17-34

17 Now in the following instructions I do not commend

you, because when you come together it is not for the

better but for the worse. 18For, to begin with, when you

come together as a church, I hear that there are

divisions among you; and to some extent I believe it.
19Indeed, there have to be factions among you, for only

so will it become clear who among you are genuine.

20When you come together, it is not really to eat the

Lord’s supper. 21For when the time comes to eat, each

of you goes ahead with your own supper, and one goes

hungry and another becomes drunk. 22What! Do you

not have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you show

contempt for the church of God and humiliate those

who have nothing? What should I say to you? Should I

commend you? In this matter I do not commend you!

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper

23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on

to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was

betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given

thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 25In the same

way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This

cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often

as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 26For as often

as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim

the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Partaking of the Supper Unworthily

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup

of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be answerable

for the body and blood of the Lord. 28Examine

yourselves, and only then eat of the bread and drink of

the cup. 29For all who eat and drink without discerning

the body, eat and drink judgement against themselves.
30For this reason many of you are weak and ill, and

some have died. 31But if we judged ourselves, we

would not be judged. 32But when we are judged by the

Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be

condemned along with the world.

33 So then, my brothers and sisters, when you come

together to eat, wait for one another. 34If you are

hungry, eat at home, so that when you come together,

it will not be for your condemnation. About the other

things I will give instructions when I come. 

      [NRSV]

Luke 22:14-23 

14 When the hour came, he took his place at the table,

and the apostles with him. 15He said to them, ‘I have

eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I

suffer; 16for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is

fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’ 17Then he took a cup,

and after giving thanks he said, ‘Take this and divide it

among yourselves; 18for I tell you that from now on I

will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom

of God comes.’ 19Then he took a loaf of bread, and

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to

them, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.’ 20And he did the same

with the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup that is

poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.
21But see, the one who betrays me is with me, and his

hand is on the table. 22For the Son of Man is going as it

has been determined, but woe to that one by whom he

is betrayed!’ 23Then they began to ask one another

which one of them it could be who would do this.

[NRSV]

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 

16The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a

sharing in the body of Christ? 17Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of

the one bread.  [NRSV]


