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Our youngest child, yet unnamed, was born
Monday, December 19, 2005 at 1:30 a.m. Mother
and child are doing well. The rest of the family is
in a tizzy.  We do thank God for this son, and
thank-you for your help over the last little while,
and wish you all the best this Christmas.
Ken and Cynthia.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

January 1, 2006

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Henry
Neufeld, and communion will be served.  Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
January 8 Derek Carr Epiphany
January 15 Mark Northey -
January 22 Arlyn Friesen -
January 29 John Neufeld Do You Understand What You’re Reading?

The Wider Church

����Portable CMU    New name, new programme. 
Details of a new Anabaptist education programme
January 20-21 sponsored by Peace Mennonite Church
and featuring CMU and AMBS professors speaking on
a range of topics are available on the back of your
bulletin. Please register soon directly with Peace
church if possible, or with Andre if necessary (sigh) if
you wish to attend this exciting and informative series
of seminars.

Pat Houmphan, MC Canada Witness worker in Thailand, received a message that a pastor in Laos had been
killed. He requests your prayer for Mr. Aroun Warapong's wife (Mrs. Ta) and his children who are still morning
the death of Mr. Aroun Warapong. On December 22nd, Mr. Aroun was preaching in a church during a Christmas
service in Pakading district of Borikhamsay province, Laos. After the preaching, Mr. Aroun traveled back to join
with his family to celebrate Christmas in his home village of Heuysiak village, Phaksan district, Laos. He never
made it home that night. His family and relatives searched for him and on the next day, December 23rd, found his
body abandoned in a creek or steam. He was stabbed near the heart and his throat was slashed. His faced was all
bruised and beaten and left dead. The funeral service was held for him on the 24th. 

Christian Peacemaker Teams   Chris Rollins forwarded an e-mail he received from his brother Greg, now a
hostage in Iraq. He agreed to have this report circulated to the broader MCC Peace Network. Such reports are
vital for the Anabaptist family to receive as they help balance the reporting we read in the main line press such as
the article on page 26 in the 26 Dec/2 Jan issue of Macleans. 

As this kidnapping draws out I am reminded of the Tom Petty and
the Heart Breakers song that says "the waiting is the hardest part."
We fill our days with work - important work - but work that helps
us avoid the waiting. If we stop and wait we grow restless, even edgy.

What we are currently experiencing here in Iraq is nothing new.

Iraqis civilians are kidnapped often. Almost every Iraqi knows
someone who has been kidnapped. The day before the abduction of
our colleagues, Jim, Harmeet, Norman and I visited a Chaldean
church where we met a 17 year old who was kidnapped a year ago.
His kidnappers held him for several weeks. They didn't know him;
they only wanted money from his family. He told us they treated
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him well.

Recently, I was in a police station. While I sat there, a man walked
in and asked how many kidnappings the police were familiar with
in 2005. "I couldn't tell you the real number," the police officer
said. "There are too many. It is too high." After some questions and
guess work the officer behind the desk concluded he was familiar
with around three hundred cases. And these are just the ones that
people reported to the police in his designated area of Baghdad.
Many families do not say anything when one of their kin is
abducted. They choose to deal with it as quickly and quietly 
as they can.

How often do those of us outside of Iraq hear about kidnapped
Iraqis? Very rarely. In the news we hear about the bombs and
ambushes. We hear about the assassinations of political and
religious leaders and the fighting in Anbar province, but we rarely
hear anything about the many Iraqis held hostage.

And what about the innocent Iraqis arrested in sweeps by
Multinational Forces or Iraqi Security Forces? If they are innocent
yet still have to sit in jail, isn't that similar to a kidnapping? Just

because governments do it with a "legal" force while others do it as
criminals, doesn't change the circumstance for the people that are
taken. We have witnesses that prisoners in the custody of the
Multinational Forces and Iraqi security forces can be tortured and
killed. How is that different than what criminal kidnappers are
capable of doing?

In the past few weeks we have taken a lot of cues from our Iraqi
friends. They are more experienced, and we are in Iraq. Our Iraqi
friends have told us how to word letters or statements, how to talk
to the local press and how to find the ear of people of influence.

If we in CPT have received a lot of press over our kidnapped
colleagues, it is only because we are foreigners. It is disturbing that
CPT's personal tragedy outshines the more frequent abductions of
Iraqi civilians but in the end, it doesn't matter if you are Iraqi or a
foreigner, the waiting is 
still the hardest part.

Stay safe

Greg

Exerpts from an excellent CBC news article by Julia Glover.  The whole text can be read at
http://www.cbc.ca/news/viewpoint/vp_glover/20050427.html

This week Christians from around the world gathered at Jerusalem's Church of the Holy Sepulchre for the ceremony of
Holy Fire. The Orthodox tradition commemorates the resurrection of Christ, and light filtering onto the tomb of Jesus is
meant to be a miracle sent from Heaven... Nuseibeh is the custodian and doorkeeper of the church, one of the most sacred
sites in Christianity, where faithful attend regular services as well as special masses like Easter blessings or prayers for the
Pope...."It is a duty and I am proud to have a special job in one of the holiest sites for Christians," Nuseibeh says of the
place where Christians from around the world come to pray...

As a Muslim, he seems an unlikely candidate to be the custodian, but only to those who don't know the history of the
church....In a region infamous for religious turf wars, the church is not immune to conflict. Interdenominational wrangling
has occurred over everything from restoration work to the route of the Easter procession and has, on occasion, turned
violent....

So Nuseibeh's role is as much about peacekeeping as it is about guardianship....  At least since the time of Saladin, also
known as the second Muslim period (1187-1517), the Nuseibeh family has held the keys to the church and the family
views it as a symbol of solidarity between Muslims and Christians.  Nuseibeh, who inherited the job from his father,
expects to pass it on to his son, or brother, or cousin. But, he admits, not everyone believes the custom should continue. 
"We are neutral here," Nuseibeh announces, but he says some Christians are surprised to discover his role and suggest the
Muslim custodian should be thrown out. "They don't know that we are making peace between the churches," he says....

And, in a place where daily lives can be dictated by the Bible, the Koran and the Torah, faith isn't just about religion. It's
about trust. 
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CREATING THE CHURCH OF TOMORROW
A prayer composed by Archbishop Oscar Romero.

It helps, now and then, to step back and take the long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts,

It is even beyond our vision.

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent
enterprise that is God’s work. Nothing we do is complete. 

Which is another way of saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us
No statement says all that could be said. No prayer fully expresses our faith.

No confession brings perfection; no pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No program accomplishes the Church’s mission.

No set of goals and objectives includes everything.

This is what we are about.
We plant seeds that one day will grow.

We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold further promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.

  We provide yeast that produces effects far beyond our capabilities.

We cannot do everything and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well.

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way,
an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the rest.

We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between 
The Master builder and the worker.

We are workers, not Master builders, and ministers, not Messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.

AMEN
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Psalm 8

To the leader: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David.

1O Lord, our Sovereign,
   how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.
2 Out of the mouths of babes and infants
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,
   to silence the enemy and the avenger.

3When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
   the moon and the stars that you have established;
4what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
   mortals that you care for them?

5Yet you have made them a little lower than God,
   and crowned them with glory and honour.
6You have given them dominion over the works of
your
hands;
   you have put all things under their feet,
7all sheep and oxen,
   and also the beasts of the field,
8the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
   whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

9O Lord, our Sovereign,
   how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-13

1For everything there is a season, and a time for every
matter under heaven:
   2a time to be born, and a time to die;
      a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is

planted;
   3a time to kill, and a time to heal;
      a time to break down, and a time to build up;
   4a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
       a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
   5a time to throw away stones, and a time to
      gather stones together;
      a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from
           embracing;
   6a time to seek, and a time to lose;
      a time to keep, and a time to throw away;

   7a time to tear, and a time to sew;
      a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
   8a time to love, and a time to hate;
      a time for war, and a time for peace.

9 What gain have the workers from their toil? 10I have
seen the business that God has given to everyone to be
busy with. 11He has made everything suitable for its
time; moreover, he has put a sense of past and future
into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has
done from the beginning to the end. 12I know that there
is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy
themselves as long as they live; 13moreover, it is God’s
gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in
all their toil. 

(NRSV)


