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Today:  Welcome to our worship service.  Roy Bell returns as our guest speaker, speaking on the 
Sermon on the Mount. All are invited to stay for coffee and tea after the service. 

Last Sunday:  Roy Bell noted that the ‘Sermon on the Mount’ leaves us with more questions 
than answers, that we should never feel comfortable or complacent with the issues raised by these 
ideas.  This so-called ‘sermon’ was a literary device used by the writer of Matthew to pull 
together all of the talks of Jesus into one group, a summary of possibly three years of 
philosophising.  Taking one of the beatitudes, “blessed are those who mourn”, this simple saying 
does not apply solely to those who are bereaved, but also for mourning the state of the world, of 
society.  And even if applied only to those bereaved, one might think that those who safely pass 
through the various stages of mourning, finally culminating with the withdrawal of emotional 
energy in the ‘lost’ person and investing it in another relationship, such people are blessed by 
being able to continue with living.  Christians know the teaching, “blessed are the peacemakers”, 
yet some “Christian” politicians (Blair, Bush) are among the most bellicose world leaders, 
unwilling to merge private and public morality.  This only points out that all of the standards set 
out in these teachings are greater than we can hope to achieve.  [JEK] 

Sharing & Concerns from last Sunday: Ask Janice Kreider for details (since not posted to 
church web site by policy). 

 

PGIMF News: 
Karen Heidebrecht Thiessen will be our speaker next Sunday. 

 

PGIMF will hold a congregational meeting on January 27, following potluck.  The board will 
meet on January 21 at Erna’s. 

 

A special “thank you” is due Deberah Shears, who organized library collections for both the 
primary and intermediate Sunday School rooms.  A lot of effort went into this project, and the SS 
is grateful for her initiatives. 

 

New email addresses are available for: Shana Bystrom, Chris Bystrom, Lori Teske, Paul 
Thiessen, and Charmaine Wiens. Ask Janice Kreider or Ron Jantzen for details (since not posted 
to church web site by policy). 

 

If you are available to volunteer to assist with the children during any of the following times, 
contact Cynthia, Nadine, or Nubia: 

January 20—primary     
January 27—toddlers   
February 3—toddlers, primary 
February 10—toddlers 
February 17—toddlers, primary 
 



The Wider Church: 
The MSC and the Christian Association for Psychological Studies (CAPS) are co-sponsoring 
Richard Whitfield from England speaking on “Leaning to the True” on Friday, January 25 at 7:30 
pm at the MSC.  See notice on bulletin board. 

The local Point Grey ministerial will sponsor “prayer for Christian unity” on January 23 from 5-
6pm at the Point Grey Presbyterian Church. 

Pray for Sublime Mabiala from the Congo who will leave  this month to begin his work as an 
MBMS missionary in Burkina Faso. 

A copy of Windows to the World: Stories of Overseas Missions from 1900-2000 by Tina Block 
Ediger is available in our church library in the office.  The Mennonite Church sent us a free copy.  
Contact Annie Funk if you would like to buy your own copy for $19. 

“Living as Peacemakers in Times Like This: A Spirituality for Peacemaking” is the theme for a 
weekend retreat at Camp Squeah to be held on January 18 to 20.  See notice on hall bulletin 
board or contact 604-857-0011 or peace@mccbc.com for more information. 

"The Good War and Those Who Refused to Fight It" is the story of American World War II 
conscientious objectors who refused to fight "the good war." This special documentary will be 
aired Tuesday, January 15, on PBS stations at 10 pm Eastern time. (Please check local listings to 
confirm day and time of airing; some stations will air the documentary on a different date.) The 
official archives of Mennonite Church USA provided documentation for this witness to peace.  
The documentary uses film footage and photographs from the Mennonite Archives in Goshen, 
Indiana and North Newton, Kansas.  Those who served in the Civilian Public Service (CPS) and 
refused to fight in WWII made a positive contribution to their country, and their service was a 
witness to the world.  The producers of the documentary hope this witness can be extended to the 
current generation and to the current war.  For more information, please contact:  John Sharp, 
Director, Historical Committee, Mennonite Church USA  219-535-7477, johnes@goshen.edu 

Baptism, Membership and Mission is a special course to be given at Canadian Mennonite 
University, February 4-6.  More info on bulletin board. 

An ecumenical worship service celebrating and praying for Christian unity will be held on 
Sunday, January 20 at 2 pm at St. Augustine’s Roman Catholic Church, 2028 W. 7th Ave.  Dr. 
Richard Leggett of VST will be speaking and the Vancouver Children’s Choir will sing. 

Max Stackhouse of the Princeton Theological Seminary will be speaking tomorrow at Regent 
College at 4 pm on “Is God in Globalism?”.  This free lecture is co-sponsored by GFCF and the 
Regent College Bookstore. 

Columbia Bible College is hosting an 80's Alumni Reunion Weekend on  Saturday, February 2, 
on the CBC campus  followed by an  80's Alumni Concert on Sunday, February 3, at South 
Abbotsford MB Church at 3 pm.  If you were a student, staff, faculty or board member at 
Columbia Bible College during the 80's, CBC invites you to participate in this weekend.  More 
information:  (604) 853-3567, ext. 307 or michelle.klassen@columbiabc.edu.  The  concert is 
open  to anyone. 

  
Moderator—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819); Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Janice Kreider (604-228-1217);  

Pastoral Concerns—Hedie Hintz (604-321-8042), Herb Reesor (604-224-5245), Sue Dudoward (604-876-4114) 
Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Music—Andrea Siemens (604-266-3040) 

 


