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Today:  Welcome to our worship service. Karen Heidebrecht Thiessen, formerly of PGIMF, will 
be our speaker.  All are invited to stay for coffee and tea after the service. 

Last Sunday:  Roy Bell’s second talk on The Sermon on the Mount (or the Everest of Ethical 
Teaching) reminded us that Jesus ‘raised the bar’ with his teachings, redefining ‘righteousness’ 
by saying it is not just what one does but also what one thinks, or why one acts in certain ways.  
The Gospel is bigger than ethics, going beyond just ethical behaviour.  In Petersons’s translation 
of the Golden Rule we are told to ask ourselves what we want people to do for us, and then grab 
the initiative and do it for them.  Roy then spoke briefly on Matthew 6:16 on fasting, noting that 
it is expected that we will fast (and therefore not commanded), but that the fasting is supposed to 
transform us inwardly, not be seen outwardly.  Foster calls it the voluntary denial of an otherwise 
normal function for the sake of intense spiritual activity (fasting is far simpler than the spiritual 
activity).  Jesus briefly mentions forgiveness (6:14) as a requirement, but must we ‘forgive on 
demand’?  Perhaps we are in too big a hurry to require forgiveness?  First, we should recognise 
the injury, the emotions involved, set boundaries, etc., but not use ‘forced forgiveness’ as a 
hammer to beat people already deeply hurt.  Finally he mentioned anxiety (fear, dread, being in 
danger of being unable to function).  When anxiety takes over in life, it becomes a spiritual issue.  
The New Testament does not wish to add to our anxiety about God by raising expectations we 
can never fulfil, rather, it reminds us of the possibility of our being more like God. [JEK] 

PGIMF News: 
Next Sunday is potluck and congregational meeting afterwards.  Lois Siemens of Peace 
Mennonite Church will be speaking. 

“Changed from glory into glory” is the topic of the Friday morning study session at Herb 
Reesor’s at 9:30 am. 

The PGIMF board will meet tomorrow evening at Erna’s. 

Tax receipts are in your mailbox.  Thanks are due to Susie Funk for preparing these for us again 
this year. 

For new email addresses for Cal & Anna Dueck and Anita Fast, ask Janice Kreider (not 
published on web site by policy) 
 
If you are available to volunteer to assist with the children during any of the following times, 
contact Cynthia, Nadine, or Nubia.  The schedule (and other schedules) are on www.pgimf.org 

January 27—toddlers        February 3—toddlers, primary          February 10—toddlers 
February 17—toddlers, primary       February 24—toddlers 
 



The Wider Church: 

The MSC and the Christian Association for Psychological Studies (CAPS) are co-sponsoring Richard 
Whitfield from England speaking on “Leaning to the True” on Friday, January 25 at 7:30 pm at the MSC.  
See notice on bulletin board. 

The local Point Grey ministerial will sponsor “prayer for Christian unity” on January 23 from 5-6pm at 
the Point Grey Presbyterian Church. 

Missions Fest is coming up next weekend.  A call has come in for volunteers to be in the prayer room on 
Friday afternoon and evening.  Phone 604-874-6891 for more information.  Brochures are in the hallway. 

Pray for Ernst and Ursula Janzen, MBMS workers in Uruguay.  They are training leaders for cell 
churches being planted in the Montevideo area. 

Columbia Bible College is hosting an 80's Alumni Reunion Weekend on  Saturday, February 2, on the 
CBC campus  followed by an  80's Alumni Concert on Sunday, February 3, at South Abbotsford MB 
Church at 3 pm. More information:  (604) 853-3567, ext. 307 or michelle.klassen@columbiabc.edu.   

Regent College’s Christian in the Marketplace 2002 conference will be held February 9 with the topic 
Stress, Sabbath & Serenity. 

Hanna Kassis, Emeritus in Religious Studies at UBC, will be speaking on “Understanding Islam” at St. 
Philip’s Anglican Church, 3737 W. 27th Ave., on Wednesday, January 30, at 7:30 pm. 

The UBC Graduate & Faculty Christian Forum will be sponsoring Dr. Lamin Sanneh, Yale University, 
speaking on “Islam and the Western Encounter: a Proposal” on Friday, January 25, at 12 noon in the 
Student Union Building Theatre Auditorium. 

Peace Mennonite Church is hosting a Marriage Seminar on Friday evening Feb. 15 and Saturday, Feb. 
16.  Paddy Ducklow, well-known psychologist and minister will lead the seminar on "Building a Healthy 
Marriage". The Early Bird cost (before Feb. 3) is $50 per couple or $55 after Feb. 3rd. Saturday lunch 
included. 

Feb 1-3  MCBC Men's Retreat  at Camp Squeah: "Men as Spiritual Leaders" - speaker Lorin Bergen. 
Sounds politically incorrect doesn't it?!  What does the Bible say about men and spiritual leadership?  
How can we follow Christ's example and be servant leaders in our marriages, families and churches?  
Lorin Bergen, pastor of Living Hope Christian Fellowship, will lead us as we speak practically about the 
roles of men, husbands and fathers. ($105 per guest or $100 if paying by cheque or cash) 

Feb 8-10  Winter Growth Retreats at Camp Squeah: 
1.  "Life Together"  with Chris Arney 
2.  “Everyday Sacred” with Heidi Yusuf 
3.  “A Different Beat; Part of Nature’s Life-giving Rhythmic Potpourri!” drumming retreat with Chris 
Eigbike 
($130 per guest or $123.50 if paying by cheque or cash) 
 
More info on all these retreats is available at www.campsqueah.bc.ca  or 1-800-380-2267 
   
 

Moderator—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819); Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Janice Kreider (604-228-1217);  
Pastoral Concerns—Hedie Hintz (604-321-8042), Herb Reesor (604-224-5245), Sue Dudoward (604-876-4114) 

Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Music—Andrea Siemens (604-266-3040) 

 


