
Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819);

 Pastoral Care–– John Friesen (604-266-7819) Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: (redacted)

January 20th, 2008

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship and thank you for coming to celebrate Christ’s birth with us.
Today we will be led in worship by Edward Epp, in song by Andre Pekovich, Ruth Enns will accompany on the
piano, and your usher will be Henry Neufeld.  Later we will hear from Randy Schmidt, who will take a break
from his day job at UBC Public Affairs to awaken our consciences to the struggle for life and health in poverty-
stricken places around the world, with particular reference to conditions in Haiti.  Parents are requested to make
their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the
chapel during the service.  You are all welcome to join us in the dining room after the service for coffee and
fellowship.

Last Sunday   Johannes Stolz asked, "How do we handle the apparent tension between absolute truth and
pluralism?" He proposed that one way is to seek to destroy pluralism, thereby denying people freedom. This
method has been tried repeatedly by both Christianity (Crusades) and Islam (particularly during its years of rapid
expansion), but it does not seem to be in harmony with the Creator, who gave us choice and free volition - all the
while (we believe) - also giving us revealed truth. A second way to deal with this tension might be to deny that
there is transcendent truth. This option would allow each individual to establish private choices and standards.
However, this option can result in a total loss of orientation, in providing no useful ways to evaluate our choices.
This option does not appear to be in harmony with our understanding of our Creator's essence, for we seem to be
made for such transcendent truths as love and moral behaviour. While we are able to make wrong choices, we
also seem to understand innately that we must pay the price for wrong moral choices. Johannes proposed a third
solution, that of allowing these two concepts to be in tension, allowing both to work. While we do this, we should
be aware that even though we firmly believe in truth as revealed in scripture, Christians have an amazing ability
to turn truly minor questions into major questions, splitting churches over them (while ignoring the world's major
questions). Christians (and others) have also demonstrated that we are not always Christ-like when confronting
other faith systems. We should keep in mind John 1.14: "the Word became flesh . . . full of grace and truth."
While seeking truth and seeking to promote our understanding of truth, we must never forget the element of
grace. [JEK]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers

January 27 Janet Boldt -
February 3 Janice Kreider -
February 10 Rosie Perera The Lord’s Supper - Lent I
February 17 Daniel Ray Lent II

PGIMF Congregational Meeting on Sunday

January 27th after potluck lunch.

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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LLLLMessage from the treasurer  Donation receipts are in your mailboxes.  Please take this opportunity to take

your mail as well.....

LLLLEcumenical service to celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 20-27, 2008. This service

has been rescheduled and will now take place February 6 at 7:00pm at St Helen’s Anglican Church (4595 West
8th Ave.). Everyone from all six churches in West Point Grey is invited to participate, and each church is asked
to contribute something to the service from their particular tradition of prayer. This will kick off the weekly
Lenten prayer vigils to be held every Wednesday at noon during Lent.  Please talk it over with Rosie, especially if
you plan to attend.  Please support our neighbours in our WPG community!

The Wider Church

MBMSI    As you remember Darren and Shahna
Duerksen this week, MBMS International workers in
India, pray for the upcoming team Christmas activities;
for kids’ club; and for complete healing from colds and
coughs. Pray for Shekar, a young graduate of the India
MB College, as he begins a ministry of church-planting
among the Sikhs in the Punjab, a difficult area.

MCC   is also responding to the violence in Kenya
following elections by supporting peacemakers through
the Nairobi Peace Initiative-Africa. This is an
international peace-building organization that has
mediated conflicts in many other African countries; MCC worker, Harold Miller, helped to form the organization
in 1984. The violence in Kenya has hit particularly close to home here at MCC BC; our Refugee Concerns
coordinator, Jennifer Mpungu, is from Kenya and still has family there. In Emmanuel Mennonite there are two
Kenyan couples with family at home. All have expressed concern for safety and have asked us to pray. To read
more about MCC's response in Kenya, visit http://mcc.org/news/news/article.html?id=290

On January 22 at 7:00 pm, MCC-BC Peace desk
and various Vancouver Mennonite churches

present David W. Shenk, global missions
consultant for Eastern Mennonite Mission, who
will be giving a public address at the Columbia

Bible College Chapel titled: The Gospel of

Reconciliation and the World of Islam in

Dynamic Engagement. Admission is free. For

more information call Jon Nofziger at (604) 850

Letter from Steve Berg, BCMB Conference Minister to the BCMB Churches

Let me pass on comments I've received this week. Today a church planter said to me, "You guys have been
wonderful in supporting us...!" Yesterday a pastor thanked me for helping them train a pastoral apprentice. A
few days ago a pastor said, "Thank for standing with us through this crisis! I've realized we are on the same
team..."

...I'm writing to say thanks for your open-handed financial support of the province-wide ministries that we
are doing together. Together we have already given $1,392,000! We will close the 2007 books at the end of
January and I anticipate that we will exceed the $13,000 needed to reach the goal of $1,405,000! The best
news is that almost all of the BCMB churches have demonstrated their support to the BCMB in giving. I
thank God for you!

As you read this you may be prompted to complete the giving that your church had committed to the BCMB
Conference. Or perhaps you feel compelled to go beyond what you have already given to enable us to fulfill
subsidy commitments.  At this time, we need $50,000 to complete our support to Columbia Bible College
and $40,000 for the five BC Camps.
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MCC    Relief Sale banquets begin again.  February 9th 6:30 pm: MCC Fundraising Banquet with guest speaker
Abe Janzen, MCC Alberta. Fraserview MB Church, 11295 Mellis Drive, Richmond. Tickets $15 Available at the
church or contact MCC BC 1 888 622 6337 for ticket sales for other banquets at Sardis Community Church,
Bakerview MB, and Bethel Mennonite.

MC-BC Annual Delegate Sessions coming up February 22-23 at Peace Mennonite Church.  PGIMF is
entitled to three delegates, and you are encouraged to submit your names to Don if you wish to attend. 
Friday Feb. 22 LEAD Conference (1:00 pm - 5:30 pm) featuring keynote speaker Don Kraybill,

author of Amish Grace; Telling the Story - the Nickel Mine Tragedy.  Don will
then lead a seminar on forgiveness, which will be followed by credentialing
education.  Stay for supper at Peace Mennonite, served promptly at 5:30 pm.. 
Everyone, not just church leadership, is invited to our LEAD Conference.

Saturday, Feb. 23 Annual Delegate Session. (8:30 am - 5:00 pm) with registration and coffee to
begin, before we worship, beginning at 9:00 am.  Morning and afternoon sessions
will be broken by lunch, and we anticipate welcoming additional churches into
membership with MCBC.

Jeremiah 32:36-44

36 Now therefore, thus says the Lord, the God of
Israel, concerning this city of which you say, ‘It is
being given into the hand of the king of Babylon
by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence’: 37See,
I am going to gather them from all the lands to
which I drove them in my anger and my wrath and
in great indignation; I will bring them back to this
place, and I will settle them in safety. 38They shall
be my people, and I will be their God. 39I will give
them one heart and one way, that they may fear me
for all time, for their own good and the good of
their children after them. 40I will make an
everlasting covenant with them, never to draw
back from doing good to them; and I will put the
fear of me in their hearts, so that they may not turn
from me. 41I will rejoice in doing good to them,

and I will plant them in this land in faithfulness,
with all my heart and all my soul.

42 For thus says the Lord: Just as I have brought all
this great disaster upon this people, so I will bring
upon them all the good fortune that I now promise
them. 43Fields shall be bought in this land of which
you are saying, It is a desolation, without human
beings or animals; it has been given into the hands
of the Chaldeans. 44Fields shall be bought for
money, and deeds shall be signed and sealed and
witnessed, in the land of Benjamin, in the places
around Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, of the
hill country, of the Shephelah, and of the Negeb;
for I will restore their fortunes, says the Lord. 
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Church Board and Officers

_MODERATOR:  Don Teichroeb
_CONGREGATIONAL COORDINATOR: Andre Pekovich
_SECRETARY Henry Neufeld
_TREASURER Janice Kreider
_BOARD MEMBER AT LARGE Vange Thiessen, Veronica Dyck
_PASTORAL CARE John Friesen
_WORSHIP SPEAKER COORDINATORS Erna Friesen, Andre Pekovich
WORSHIP LEADER COORDINATOR *Rosie Perera
MUSIC COORDINATOR Ruth Enns
CHILDREN’S STORY COORDINATOR Karl Brown
CHILDHOOD ED. & NURSERY *TBA
FOOD Hannelore Schowalter
CHAPEL MAINTENANCE *TBA
MCC Paul Thiessen
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY *TBA
REPORTER Marcie Good
ARCHIVIST Susie Funk
WEBMASTER Kevin Hiebert
SOCIAL COMMITTEE Diane Ehling, Erika Hannan, Louise

Klippenstein
USHERS Hannelore Schowalter
_MENNO SIMONS CENTRE - EX-OFFICIO Jody & Wes Smith

*Individuals who served in these roles are unable to continue in their important
work.  We thank them very much for their service, and will thank them more
formally at a later time in the church year.  We also thank individuals who have
stepped forward, or plan to step forward to fill these important roles in the
church structure.  Please nominate yourself or your selection of the best
candidate to Don.


