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Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our servicer will be led by Erna
Friesen, Paul Thiessen will lead us in song, Evan Kreider will accompany on the piano, and Ike Sawatsky is your
usher.  Later we will hear from Daniel Ray, who will be speaking on Hebrews10:19-25.  For now parents are
requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they do not feel their children wish
to remain in the chapel during the service  Please join us for fellowship and coffee in the dining room after the
service in the lounge. 

Last Sunday  Daniel Ray, Regent student and UBC employee, spoke from John 17:20-26 on Jesus’ petition to
the father on unity, or as Daniel refers to it,“the conversation at the centre of the universe.”  Daniel noted that the
Christian world presents many faces, sometimes with great differences between them.  In his first church position
in California, he encountered tremendous effort and work devoted to unifying services and projects. Everywhere,
though, the subtext was that we are not already in unity. Daniel noted our own congregation - inter- Mennonite -
also reflects this view.  It took a peculiar comment from Daniel’s charismatic friend Josh, who decided to go to
more ecumenical churches in town “because of Unity”, to bring this subtext up to the surface for exploration.  It
wasn’t until Darryl Johnson took a class through John 17 where Jesus speaks intimately to the Father about
himself, God and us, that Daniel saw this subtext was ill-founded, though properly desired.  In this conversation,
Jesus’ desire, fervently expressed, is for our unity, the unity of all believers, and through that relationship, we
discover that we actually “are” in unity.  It is not to be striven for or sought, because it is already present, whether
we notice it or not. We may not feel it, we may not even know it sometimes, but we are already in unity.  All that
remains is to act out of this unity.  A big matter to live up to, and the heart of what Josh went looking for. Daniel
says that in this text, we see that it was always there, all along.   [AP]

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
January 28 Service of prayer and readings World Fellowship Sunday
February 4 Lesley Ann Wilson -
February 11 Paul Thiessen -
February 18 Henry Kliewer Covenanting

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

Potluck lunch & Church congregational meeting    Everyone is invited to our monthly potluck next
Sunday January 28th after the service.  Friends and students are invited, bring whatever dish you feel led to
bring and afterward, please stay for the Congregational Meeting after the potluck lunch, at which the
business of the church will be discussed including our next steps as a congregation.
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 The Wider Church

MBMSI  As you pray today for Jose and Esperanza Prada, MBMS International missionaries in Peru, praise
God with them that the church is growing. Pray for leaders to emerge to help carry out the work of a growing
community of believers in the city of Lima. Your prayers will encourage the Pradas today!

Missions Fest Vancouver January 26-28 at VTCC (Canada Place) and investigate global mission opportunities
with 230 international mission organizations, attend 130 seminars featuring speakers such as Os Guinness and
Bruce Milne and others from all over the world, plenary sessions youth rallies and children’s workshops.   Meet
international guests and be challenged to make your life count by reaching out effectively to a needy world. 
volunteers needed   For more information see http://www.missionsfestvancouver.ca/ or call (604) 524-9944.

The Mennonite Church Canada Youth Assembly will take place in Abbotsford, BC this summer from July 3-
6, and hundreds of youth will be there from across Canada. Please invite your youth and parents of youth to
participate.  There is a poster in the bulletin board in the hall with details and more information will be added
from time to time at our web site at www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/abbotsford/.

����An evening of Serenades, Lullabies and Evening Songs will be presented by Opera Appassionata to raise
money for "A Loving Spoonful" tonight at 8pm at the Simmons Mattress Gallery, 1001 W. Broadway and Oak
(Free underground parking). "A Loving Spoonful" brings free meals to hundreds of poor people in Vancouver
suffering from HIV/AIDS. Tickets $20 s/s $15.

����Eben-Ezer Mennonite Church invites you to bring the whole family and join the Abbotsford Male Chorus as
they celebrate the goodness of God and raise funds for an African refugee family coming to Canada through
MCC. The Feb. 4 program begins at 7:00 PM at the church, which is located at 2051 Windsor St. in Abbotsford.
A free-will offering will to be taken.

From Herb Reesor   CHURCH BOOK AND
BAKE SALE: From books by J.I. Packer to paper
back novels, cookbooks to bible commentaries,
come to St. John's Shaughnessy Anglican Church
at Granville and Nanton on Saturday, February
3rd, 10:00 - 2:00 for a wide selection of books, a
cup of coffee and some homemade baking.
Donations of books are most welcome - Manya
Egerton 604-261-7785 or  
This event is in support of Living Waters Canada,
Ray Comfort’s ministry of evangelical
apologetics for those seeking to win people to
Christ. 

Mennonite Historical Society of BC  presents "Passing on the Comfort: The MCC Story" with Dr. Ron
Matthies (former MCC Director) on "Engaging the world amid suffering & hope." Saturday, 17th  Feb 2007 in the
Garden Park Tower, 2825 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford, B.C. "Quilts & Stories" quilt show from 1 - 5pm with
admission by donation and at 7:00 pm free lecture. There will also be a silent auction. Tickets from  (604) 853-
6177 or www.mhsbc.com 

From Robert Suderman, Moderator of MC Canada
We have received a total of $3,265,000 which is $52,000
behind projections for December 31. January data entry has now
begun. We normally receive between $400,000 and $500,000 in
the month of January. Our year end ( January 31, 2007 ) goal is
$3,795,000. We continue to monitor the actual revenue received
against our projections, and it is still too early to predict what
the final year-end situation will be. Thank-you for your
continued prayer and generosity as together we strive to bring
healing and hope to a needy world.
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MCC-BC’s Fundraising Banquets!  Here are the dates - February 9th at 6:30 pm at Central Community
Church in Chilliwack and February 10th at 6:30 pm at Emmanuel Mennonite Church in Abbotsford.   Join us for
an evening of good food, African music and storytelling by Deo Namwira. Deo is a refugee out of the Congo and
is presently on staff with MCC Canada.  February 16th at 6:30 pm at Peace Mennonite Church in Richmond. 
February 17th at 6:30 pm at South Langley MB Church in Langley.Join us for an evening of good food, African
music and story telling by Nestar Lakot. Nestar comes from Uganda and is presently in Canada as an IVEPer
working at Canadian Foodgrains Bank.  $15 tickets available from the church or from the MCC office. For
complete details contact the MCC office (604) 850 6639 or visit www.mcc.org/bc/festivals 

MBMS International‘s Celebration Missions Night at Willingdon Church.  You are invited to join a Celebration
Missions Night at Willingdon Church, to hear stories from the front line. Randy Friesen, General Director of
MBMS International, will share the challenges of ministry in the region. Samir Youssef will highlight the work
of leaders in North Africa.  Ron Clark with choir and orchestra will lead us in a time of celebration and praise to
the Lord.  Saturday February 10th, 2007 at 6:30 pm.

Gallery 7  Sharpen those pencils and roll up your sleeves because it’s time to write a play! Explore the
fundamentals of playwriting in this special, first ever held course at Gallery 7 in Abbotsford. Designed to help
you develop your ideas and get them down on paper, this course will explore pre-writing, story structure,
character development and writing dialogue. Participants will also have the opportunity to read their work in
class to get some valuable feedback from both colleagues and the instructor.  To register or for more information,
please call Gallery 7 Theatre & Performing Arts Society at 604-504-5940 or by email 
 

Wisdom Corner 
(From Henry Neufeld)

"Most alarming to many of us was the way George Bush brought his faith into this war. The only thing worse
than ignoring the facts is investing your ideological blindness with religious certainty. Religion is meant to
provide deep reflection, not easy certainty. But George Bush's religion didn't lead to reflection, humility, or
repentance in Iraq; only to the never-questioned resolve of a zealot. Not only did he ignore the deep concerns
of former military leaders and foreign policy experts, this self-described man of faith consistently defied the
strong opposition to the war in Iraq from so many religious leaders, at home and around the world. 

Jim Wallis in Sojourners
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John 17:20-26

20 ‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on
behalf of those who will believe in me through
their word, 21that they may all be one. As you,
Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be
in us, so that the world may believe that you have
sent me. 22The glory that you have given me I have
given them, so that they may be one, as we are
one, 23I in them and you in me, that they may
become completely one, so that the world may
know that you have sent me and have loved them
even as you have loved me. 24Father, I desire that

those also, whom you have given me, may be with
me where I am, to see my glory, which you have
given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world.

25 ‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you,
but I know you; and these know that you have sent
me. 26I made your name known to them, and I will
make it known, so that the love with which you
have loved me may be in them, and I in them.’ 

[NRSV]

Hebrews 10:19-25

19 Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence
to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20by
the new and living way that he opened for us
through the curtain (that is, through his flesh),
21and since we have a great priest over the house
of God, 22let us approach with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed

with pure water. 23Let us hold fast to the
confession of our hope without wavering, for he
who has promised is faithful. 24And let us consider
how to provoke one another to love and good
deeds, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and
all the more as you see the Day approaching.

[NRSV]


