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Today:  Our worship service was cancelled due to inclement weather conditions (snow). Lois 
Siemens of Peace Mennonite Church was scheduled to speak.  All were invited to stay for 
potluck after the service.  Following the potluck was supposed to be a congregational meeting to 
which everyone was welcome. The congregational meeting will be rescheduled. 

Last Sunday: Karen Heidebrecht Thiessen (Pastor, West Abbotsford Mennonite Church and 
former intern at PGIMF) spoke on Homecoming, using the story of the ‘prodigal son’ from Luke 
15:11-.  “Every finding has its losing, every return has a leaving.”  Karen began by explaining the 
utterly unthinkable request for the son’s inheritance, for in making that request, he was 
essentially saying he wished his Dad were dead (thereby bringing disgrace to the extended 
family).  How do we leave home?  What do we reject?  How does our leaving affect others in our 
family of faith?  Another interesting aspect of the story is the older brother (leading to all kinds 
of discussion by people as being the eldest, middle or youngest of their siblings).  The oldest 
children often try to be models to their parents, yet envy younger siblings’ freedom from similar 
constraints.  The life of obedience becomes a burden, the father’s joy over the younger son’s 
return brings out something black in the older son.  Anger and envy betray subtle self-
righteousness.  As for the father, his love did not force, limit, push—rather it allowed leave-
taking and homecoming.  We, too, are heirs, successors, and are to be like the Father, not just the 
ones who come home, but also the ones who welcome home, not just the ones who seek love, but 
those who give love.  We are called to be like the father, we are called to the banquet—ours and 
that for our younger brothers. [JEK] 

PGIMF News: 
Next Sunday Helen Rose Pauls of Sardis Community Church will be speaking on  “wisdom for 
living.” 

The Friday morning study session will be held at John and Erna Friesen’s at 9:30 am on February 
1, with the theme “The transforming role of praise and confession in worship.” 

www.pgimf.org has detailed schedules of your duties for Sunday School, nursery, flowers, 
worship, food., ushering.  Plus pictures! 

If you are available to volunteer to assist with the children during any of the following times, 
contact Cynthia, Nadine, or Nubia.   

February 3—toddlers, primary          February 10—toddlers 
February 17—toddlers, primary       February 24—toddlers     
March—openings for toddlers, primary, & intermediate 



The Wider Church: 
The MCC Relief Sale Banquet will be held on February 22 at Fraserview MB Church.  David 
Friesen who is working with Mennonites in Mexico will be the speaker.  More information 
eventually from  Hannalore Schowalter. 

The 64 days between January 30 and April 4, memorial days for Martin Luther King and Gandhi, 
have been designated “A Season for Non-violence” .  MCC BC suggests this website:  
www.agnt.org/snvo2.htm  It has a list of ideas to consider each day, and more. 

The Pacific Grace MB Church, 1587 Frances St., Vancouver invites us to attend the ordination 
service of Pastor Isaac Quan on Sunday, February 17 at 2:30. 

Pray for Holly Mattos, MBMS International worker in China.  She will be participating in a 
conference in Hong Kong for China Educational Exchange teachers in two weeks and wishes 
prayer for spiritual renewal. 

Hanna Kassis, Emeritus in Religious Studies at UBC, will be speaking on “Understanding Islam” 
at St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 3737 W. 27th Ave., on Wednesday, January 30, at 7:30 pm. 

Peace Mennonite Church is hosting a Marriage Seminar on Friday evening Feb. 15 and Saturday, 
Feb. 16.  Paddy Ducklow, well-known psychologist and minister will lead the seminar on 
"Building a Healthy Marriage". The Early Bird cost (before Feb. 3) is $50 per couple or $55 after 
Feb. 3rd. Saturday lunch included. 

Feb 8-10  Winter Growth Retreats at Camp Squeah: 
1.  "Life Together"  with Chris Arney 
2.  “Everyday Sacred” with Heidi Yusuf 
3.  “A Different Beat; Part of Nature’s Life-giving Rhythmic Potpourri!” drumming retreat with 
Chris Eigbike 
($130 per guest or $123.50 if paying by cheque or cash).  More info on these retreats is available 
at www.campsqueah.bc.ca  or 1-800-380-2267.  The Men’s Retreat has been cancelled. 

Weldon Nisly, pastor at the Seattle Mennonite Church, will be speaking there on February 9 at 7 
pm on ideas from his recent sabbatical, “Hidden in plain sight: Anabaptists and monastic roots 
and renewal”, in particular about Michael Sattler, a monk who became an Anabaptist.  Contact 
Harold or see the bulletin board for further details. 

Female roommate wanted for 3-bedroom duplex near 44th and Fraser for February 1.  Phone 
Chaz  (who attends FUMC) at 604-321-8109 or Anna at 604-263-0166.  $400 per month.  See 
notice on bulletin board. 
  

Moderator—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819); Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Janice Kreider (604-228-1217);  
Pastoral Concerns—Hedie Hintz (604-321-8042), Herb Reesor (604-224-5245), Sue Dudoward (604-876-4114) 

Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Music—Andrea Siemens (604-266-3040) 

 


