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RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded. 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

July 3, 2005

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Angela
Ekkert, Andre Pekovich will lead us in song, Jeff Schulz will be accompanying on the piano, and Erna Freisen is
your usher.  We’ll hear from former MSC resident now at Oberlin, Margaret Carey who will speak on “Hearing
the Voice of God”.  Sunday school is finished for the season, and parents are requested to make their own
arrangements for child care during the service.  Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the
lounge. 

Last Sunday:   In last Sunday’s meditation on faith, hope and trusting God, Veronica Dyck reviewed the account
of two healings: the woman with a haemorrhage and Jarius’ 12 year old daughter. Both are touched and healed.
One story is inserted in the midst of the other (Jaruis) story; usually the middle story holds a truth to the outer
story: Jesus calls Jarius to have the same faith as the healed woman. A request was made to print her Veronica’s
conclusion:   “Faith can change despair to hope and healing. Faith and being saved are linked twice in our
double story.  In the case of Jairus’ daughter, they are linked in the form of a promise: “Do not fear. Only
believe and she will be saved.”  In Jesus’ parting words to the woman, having faith and being saved are linked as
an accomplished fact, which is expressed in a benediction.  This is not faith as some magic formula.  Whatever
the immediate needs and assumptions about Jesus’ power drew the characters to him, faith draws them beyond
that moment. A mood of mourning is transformed into the occasion for celebration, and threatening crowds
become a people with an identity and a purpose.  Where illness and death held sway, life is now experienced in
all its abundance.  Jesus may have done great things for us individually or privately, but to show that we have
really been healed and freely empowered by God to live, we need to come forward and declare openly, fearlessly,
that we have touched and been touched by Jesus.  Going out like the disciples are commanded, with power and
authority to preach and to heal, is the authentic way to declare that the reign of God has come.  For there can be
no reign of God where people are considered unclean in society through no sin of theirs, or where no efforts are
made to enable them to live fully.  The challenge is not to be satisfied simply with being healed, but to join God’s
disciples in being healers, in proclaiming that the reign of God has come.” (HN)

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
July 10 Daniel Kibarita Kenya Health Project
July 17 Vange Thiessen -
July 24 Angela Ekkert -
July 31 Henry Neufeld -
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Volunteers Wanted: Mennonite Disaster Service
–– California Unit is looking for volunteers to
complete a rebuild of Anna’’s home which
suffered damage in the January 2005 floods
that hit Ventura County the last two weeks of
July. Contact Harold Neufeldt  or Eddie Neufeld.

�Thank you to all who have signed up to provide coffee during the summer.  Still a few spots left!

�Looking for a replacement for the Congregational Coordinator from July 15-August 7th.  Job-sharers
welcome - telephone messages and mail to be answered; e-mail to be distributed or answered; and the bulletin to
be prepared - make it the way you’ve always wanted it!  Cheerleading optional.  Please contact Andre.

MDS   Please see the bulletin board in the hall for a
report with pictures on a recent term of service Harold
Neufeldt completed in California restoring the habitat of
the Channel Islands.  Harold invites your participation in
Mennonite Disaster Service - there are many regional
projects in progress that you can participate in.  Please
see Harold for more details.

The Wider Church
MBMSI    TO LITHUANIA WITH LOVE. Christoph
and Antonia Häegele are MBMS International workers in Lithuania. Sent from their home church in Dresden,
Germany, the Häegeles teach at the Evangelical Bible Institute in Siauliu and work with underprivileged youth.
Pray God’s courage and strength for this couple and their 4 children as they live out the gospel of Christ in this
part of the world.
 
MC-Canada/MC-USA Bi-National Assembly is taking place in Charlotte, North Carolina this week, from July
3-9th. Your prayers for these meetings are appreciated - for the many opportunities for worshipping God together
as a body united in God's love care. This gathering looks at what God would have us do, discerning the future and
purpose of the church. Pray for the participants as they discern our future direction in God's ministry together,
and the many questions and issues that will come up. Praise God for the growth of the church as it struggles and
lives within its context - engaging the communities within which it exists.

Make Poverty History   A groundbreaking motion was unanimously passed Wednesday in the House of
Commons in service of the Make Poverty History campaign. It calls on the government to “set a plan to reach 0.7
% by 2015, introduce legislation to ensure that aid is provided in a manner consistent with Canada’s human
rights obligations and respectful of the perspectives of those living in poverty, and improve our aid effectiveness
by strengthening the partnership with civil society, both in Canada and overseas” (text from government release). 
MCC supports this campaign with its efforts and signifies it the wearing of a white armband, encouraging those
who support it to live with just enough, and to continue to advocate for more and better forms of aid.  Contact
Elsie Wiebe Klingler at the Canadian office   (888) 622-6337 or  mccbc.com  for more information to
find out how you can help.

MCC Relief Sale   
After much struggle and agonizing with the Abbotsford Public Health Office, the MCC Auction & Relief Sale
is going ahead with many changes.  Please see the notice on the bulletin board in the hall from MCC-BC
regarding the changes in presentation of food for the sale.  Though many food items will be gone, PGIMF will
be continuing with its cappuccino bar if we can ensure that someone is available at all times with a current
Foodsafe Certificate.   If you can help with the sale and you have a current Foodsafe certificate (or if you are
willing to get yours updated) please see Paul Thiessen.  (Alternative plan: wear T-shirts saying “I survived 50
years of MCC Relief Sale food!”)  The MCC Festival Auction and Relief Sale in Abbotsford is the Mennonite
community’s biggest single fundraiser, raising over half a million dollars last year.
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Camp Squeah Alumni Reunion!  All present and former staff (full-time and summer), as well as
Committee/Board members as far back as the '60's are welcome to return to Squeah and share in a fun-filled day
of celebration and BBQ on August 20th   In recognition of 40 years of ministry, your attendance and
remembrances will bring back many warm memories of laughter, canoe trips, cabin group antics, star-filled skies,
miserable overnighters, Chapel in the Sky, of singing around the campfires.  See the bulletin board in the hall for
information on the event and registration. 

CANADIAN RED CROSS CHILDSAFE IN A DAY course for parents and caregivers of children up to 10 years
of age, covering home hazards, injury prevention, CPR, and common first aid situations. Sat. July 23, 8:30 am -
3:00 pm, St. John's United Church (1401 Comox Street in Vancouver). Cost: $75. Registration/information: 604-
669-2546, Ext. 2 or  

Urgent Prayer Request for the Farming Community

The excessive rainfall and severe storms during the past few months are having a devastating effect on many areas of the
farming community in Manitoba. Many farmers have been unable to seed or have experienced serious crop damage
because of the excessive moisture. We also remember those in the farming business already affected by the ongoing BSE
crisis and other agricultural difficulties. 

Let us pray for farmers and their families who are struggling to cope with these crises. Pray for reprieve from the weather
and political hindrances; pray for and encourage understanding and support from financial institutions and suppliers; pray
for and encourage government aid for the resulting financial effects; pray for supporting businesses that are impacted; and
pray that God’s grace and love will be shown by God’s people to all who are affected.

May God grant comfort and be near at this time of need.
Dan Nighswander

General Secretary, Mennonite Church Canada

Attention Senior Pastors, Church Boards: 

I am writing to you as the very-recently-appointed interim chair of MCBC Nominations.... Our moderator, Doug
Epp, has informed me that he will serve MCBC until the AGM 2006, and not to the end of his term in 2007.
We are grateful to him for his many years of dedicated service in various positions in MCBC....we find
ourselves looking not just for his replacement but for two candidates to carry on the work of the executive
committee. The vice-chair, John R Sawatzky, is completing his term in 2006 and has chosen not to continue. 

The nominations committee would like to initiate the search for suitable replacements ASAP. And that is my
reason for contacting you at this time. We don't think is wise to wait until after the summer season. 

We would appreciate your and the churches' prayerful support in this matter. In addition, we invite you to
submit names of prospective candidates for both positions for us to contact. It would help us greatly if you
could submit your suggestions by July 14th 

Please accept my apologies for this rather impersonal way of making a first contact with you. I am looking
forward to a more personal chat by phone or even over coffee at your convenience. 

In His Service, 

Peter Sawatzky, 

Interim Chair
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BC MB Conference   Seniors: You are invited to take a "Vacation with a Difference!"  Come to the 55+
National Retreat, Oct 20-23, 2005, in Ste Adele QC. Meet old friends and make some new ones, experience
amazing fellowship, be inspired and learn about the joys and challenges of this stage of your lives and explore the
history, heart and culture of Montreal.  The early registration deadline is July 1. For more information, contact
the church office for a brochure, visit www.mbconf.ca  or call Sharon at 888-669-6575 x 398.

A new issue of MennoLetter from Jerusalem is out.  Read stories of tragedy and hope in a personal account of
Sharon’s disengagement plan from Gaza from both Jewish and Palestinian perspectives, as well as the hope borne
of a joint olive tree-planting project being carried out in the territories.  This is a project of Dr. Glenn Witmer.
MC Canada’s country representative in Israel.  He leads tours to the Holy Land showing all sides of this multi-
faceted land.   www.mennonitechurch.ca/news/jerusalemletter/

Psalm 65

For the director of music. A psalm of David. A song.
    1 Praise awaits [a] you, O God, in Zion;
       to you our vows will be fulfilled.

    2 O you who hear prayer,
       to you all men will come.

    3 When we were overwhelmed by sins,
       you forgave [b] our transgressions.

    4 Blessed are those you choose
       and bring near to live in your courts!
       We are filled with the good things of your house,
       of your holy temple.

    5 You answer us with awesome deeds of
righteousness,
       O God our Savior,
       the hope of all the ends of the earth
       and of the farthest seas,

    6 who formed the mountains by your power,
       having armed yourself with strength,

    7 who stilled the roaring of the seas,
       the roaring of their waves,

       and the turmoil of the nations.

    8 Those living far away fear your wonders;
       where morning dawns and evening fades
       you call forth songs of joy.

    9 You care for the land and water it;
       you enrich it abundantly.
       The streams of God are filled with water
       to provide the people with grain,
       for so you have ordained it. [c]

    10 You drench its furrows
       and level its ridges;
       you soften it with showers
       and bless its crops.

    11 You crown the year with your bounty,
       and your carts overflow with abundance.

    12 The grasslands of the desert overflow;
       the hills are clothed with gladness.

    13 The meadows are covered with flocks
       and the valleys are mantled with grain;
       they shout for joy and sing.


