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Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today our service will be led in worship by Henry Neufeld, 

in song by Damian Hinman, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Erna Friesen is your usher.  Later we

will hear from Ruth Enns who will continue our summer series on the Parables of Jesus with the third in the

series - Parables of Humility.  Although parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care

during the service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service, we welcome

your suggestions for church-provided care if you feel you child is ready for sitting or instruction from one of our

many angels who are called to care.   Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and fellowship.

Last Sunday    Don was grateful to be able to speak on generosity, and began by updating the parable of the

good Samaritan to modern day Vancouver, enabling Don to point out how our modern social-justice attitudes are

in reality not so far from those of the passers-by in the parable. Don succinctly translated the attitudes of those

who afflicted the traveller as  “What’s yours is mine” of the robbers; “What’s mine is mine” of the passers-by, or

stinginess; and “What’s mine is yours” of the Samaritan, or generosity.  Don then went onto the second parable

of the vineyard owner, in the time of the great harvest.  The vineyard owner hires the strongest workers in the

morning at the promise of a living wage, and with repeated hires, the owner likely got less-able men whom he

hired without promise of a living wage. Yet at the end of the day, each with the same denarius in his pocket, this

unequal treatment appears unjust and unfair to men with mouths to feed, but there is no doubt of the owner’s

generosity. And in the last parable of the sheep and the goats, Don points out the message is overtly about

generosity to others, and submits that we are called to four attitudes: to be generous means to be responsive to

need, respond with compassion, with practical help, and with follow-up help.  There is to be no discussion of the

merits of the recipients.  Yet is this our first response?  How often do we say “well they deserve it - they’re living

a life made of poor choices.”  And for ourselves we look down and say”There but for the grace of God...”  But do

we mean it?   A tornado touches down and takes one house, and leaves the next.  A farmer’s crop is destroyed

and his neighbour’s is spared.  There are as many reasons for generosity as for condemnation - which will you

choose? Don is inspired by the many examples of generosity Mennonites have given to their neighbours through

MCC around the world.   [AP]

PGIMF News

Upcoming speakers

July 27 Paul Thiessen Parables IV - No Action

August 3 Janice Kreider Parables V - Self-defeating Action I

August 10 Veronica Dyck Parables VI - Self-defeating Action II

August 17 Allan McGee Parables VII - Kingdom Parables I

The Wider Church

MBMSI   Pray for Robert & Anne Thiessen, MBMSI workers in Mexico, for safety as they travel in Canada and

the USA on their Ministry in North America this summer. Pray that the stories they share of God working in their 

own lives would be a catalyst for further conversations about Jesus. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your

thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response

time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the

time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



The Regent College Free Lectures series continues next Monday,

July 21st with Mark Noll speaking on We Are What We Sing:

Evangelical History as Seen Through Evangelical Hymns.   Then,

on Wednesday July 23rd, Michael Pucci and Bejamin Homan will

host a dialogue on Facing Poverty: Transforming Institutions In

Civil Society (Subversively!).  All lectures will be held in the

chapel at Regent College and begin at 8:00 pm.  Come early for a

good seat.

The Refugee Food Bank at Sherbrooke urgently needs volunteers

during the summer. Even giving one hour a week to pack and hand out groceries would help them out. Please call

Sherbrooke Church at 604-327-3913.

MCC would like to welcome Terry Christie to the MCC-BC Staff as their new Director of Finance and

Administration. Terry is a member of the Bethel Mennonite Church in Aldergrove who comes with many years of

financial and administrative experience.

From the Mennonite Church-BC Office - Janette is inquiring whether any churches have parsonages or houses

that are empty right now and someone could stay in for awhile while they are in between ministry positions and

discerning where God is leading them. The need is for about mid-August and I'm not sure how long. Please let

Janette Thiessen at admin@mcbc.ca know if you know of something or if a church member has a house they

could make available.

Vancouver's Pacific Theatre:  Good art with Christian motivation but no "agenda".  Read an article published by

Rosie Perera at http://www.wrf.ca/comment/article.cfm?ID=653 on this unique Christian entertainment resources

now entering its 25th anniversary season (2008-2009) which looks to be an excellent one. For information on

subscribing, see www.pacifictheatre.org. 

MCC-BC - Please pray for the church and community at First Mennonite Church in Burns Lake, who lost 3

young people in a traffic accident earlier this month. Pray for God’s healing in the lives of those who mourn and

for strength and wisdom for the church community as they minister to these families.

Go Green with MCC! Bring your unwanted electrical equipment and electronic appliances to MCC Furniture

and More (31872 S Fraser Way) and if we can’t repair it for resale, we’ll extract the metal and recycle the rest.

Certain restrictions apply. For complete information visit www.mcc.org/bc/thrift or contact the shop for details:

604-854-2062.

August 5th – MCC Warehouse in Abbotsford is ready to take your donations for auction at the MCC Festival

happening in September at the TRADEX. For more info contact Dora Hoeppner at 604-807-8734.

To all women of Mennonite Church BC  Waltrude (Trudy) Gortzen brings to you a new idea growing out of the

ashes of the MCBC Women in Mission. Please check out the link at http://mcbcwomensministry-

bridgingthegap.blogspot.com and take some time to explore.  Trudy welcomes your feedback, contributions,

writings and suggests and encourages you to pass this link along to other women you know.

Prayer Request
Wes & Jodie Smith ask for prayer as they

travel to Edmonton to be with Wes’s

cousin’s family, especailly Lisa and her 2-

year-old daughter Mykenzie, in the loss of

her husband and father, Wes’s cousin. 

Also requested is prayer that Synova

travels well, on this, the longest trip so

The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic elementary school for lunch. At the

head of the table was a large pile of apples. The nun made a note, and posted on the apple

tray: "Take ONE only. God is watching."

Moving further along the lunch line, at the other end of the table was a large pile of chocolate

chip cookies. A child had written a note, "Take all you want. God is watching the apples."



Luke 18:9-14 - The Pharisee and the Tax Collector

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in

themselves that they were righteous and regarded

others with contempt: 10‘Two men went up to the

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a

tax-collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was

praying thus, “God, I thank you that I am not like other

people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this

tax-collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all

my income.” 13But the tax-collector, standing far off,

would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his

breast and saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!”
14I tell you, this man went down to his home justified

rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will

be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be

exalted.’     [NRSV]

Luke 7:36-48 - The Two Debtors

36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him,

and he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his

place at the table. 37And a woman in the city, who was

a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the

Pharisee’s house, brought an

alabaster jar of ointment. 38She

stood behind him at his feet,

weeping, and began to bathe his

feet with her tears and to dry them

with her hair. Then she continued

kissing his feet and anointing

them with the ointment. 39Now

when the Pharisee who had

invited him saw it, he said to

himself, ‘If this man were a

prophet, he would have known

who and what kind of woman this

is who is touching him—that she

is a sinner.’ 40Jesus spoke up and

said to him, ‘Simon, I have

something to say to you.’

‘Teacher,’ he replied, ‘speak.’
41‘A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five

hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42When they could

not pay, he cancelled the debts for both of them. Now

which of them will love him more?’ 43Simon answered,

‘I suppose the one for whom he cancelled the greater

debt.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You have judged

rightly.’ 44Then turning towards the woman, he said to

Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I entered your house;

you gave me no water for my

feet, but she has bathed

my feet with her tears and dried

them with her hair. 45You gave

me no kiss, but from the time I

came in she has not stopped

kissing my feet. 46You did not

anoint my head with oil, but she

has anointed my feet with

ointment. 47Therefore, I tell

you, her sins, which were many,

have been forgiven; hence she

has shown great love. But the

one to whom little is forgiven,

loves little.’ 48Then he said to

her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’
49But those who were at the

table with him began to say

among themselves, ‘Who is this who even forgives

sins?’50And he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has

saved you; go in peace.’ [NRSV]

Luke 17:7-10 - On the Attitude of a Slave 

7 ‘Who among you would say to your slave who has

just come in from ploughing or tending sheep in the

field, “Come here at once and take your place at the

table”? 8Would you not rather say to him, “Prepare

supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I

eat and drink; later you may eat and drink”? 9Do you

thank the slave for doing what was commanded? 10So

you also, when you have done all that you were

ordered to do, say, “We are worthless slaves; we have

done only what we ought to have done!” ’


