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Today: Welcome to our worship service. Today’s service is led by Henry Neufeld, and Laura Sportack will 
be speaking to us on “The Woman at the Well”.  Our songleader is Erna Friesen, and Cynthia Friesen will be 
accompanying on the piano. Please feel free to remain with us after the service for coffee and fellowship in 
the dining area. 
 
Last Sunday: Dr. Bruce Hindmarsh (Regent College) spoke on three hymn texts in our hymnal by John 
Newton. A brush with death on the high seas in 1748 brought a prayer to the lips of this slave trader, but he 
retracted it, realizing there was no reason God should pay any attention to him, given his history of sexual 
exploits, profession, and foul language which shocked even hardened sailors. However, Newton eventually 
came to recognize the seriousness of the many wrongs he had committed against others, especially by selling 
human beings. After his conversion and study, he ministered to a congregation, and especially to a weekly 
small group for which he wrote some 400 hymns. These songs are built solidly upon scriptural truths and 
helped his illiterate remember what they were studying every Sunday evening in his home. Amazing Grace 
speaks eloquently about Newton's realization that for God's grace to cover his past, that grace would indeed 
have to be amazing. ("For a wretch like me" is not a favourite phrase among Christians, but Hindmarsh said 
that the secular world sings the words more readily.) Glorious things of thee are spoken and May the grace of 
Christ our Saviour are also either biblically based or paraphrasing scripture. One of Newton's late entries 
reads, "What thou wilt, when thou wilt, as thou wilt", a prayer we might consider using ourselves. [JEK]  
 
Sharing and Concerns from last Sunday: 
 
Herb's neighbor has cancer and the family is in considerable tension. 
Henry Hildebrand reported the good news on the VVF project, those who have benefited, and huge demand 
for those who remain. 
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Please feel free to join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 
to 658.  We begin this week with #48. 
 
Marcio Penner, a resident last year at the Menno Simons Centre, is looking for an affordable bachelors suite 
or shared basement suite near UBC. He comes highly recommended by Mark Goerzen and be contacted by 
phone at 604 859 2194 or by email at marciopenner@hotmail.com 
 
Many thanks are due to all those who have generously provided coffee and goodies after the service.  The 
response has been tremendous and so has the quality of the hospitality.  There are only a couple of slots left 
on the list at the back of the room. Your generosity is sincerely appreciated. 
 
 
Upcoming speakers 
 
July 28  Henry Neufeld,, Exodus 3-4 (The call of Moses) 
August 4  Ruth Enns, Exodus 1-2 (The birth and flight of Moses) 
August 11 (fill in the blank) 
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The Wider Church 
See new Union Gospel Mission job postings on the bulletin board 
 
The bulletin board also has information on the re:vive Conference for Young Adults in Red Deer October 18-
20 with Rick Enloe and Paul Oakley. 
 
Annual reports now available in the office - see Andre for details. 
• for M2/W2 Association.  As always, your prayers are needed for this important programme. 
• Sherbrooke Refugee Food Bank
• Annual Report 2002 and Churches Directory for the BC Conference of MB Churches. 
 
Regent College is preparing once again for the beginning-of-term onslaught of students and is requesting 
those who are able to provide transitional housing for up to a week for students while they search for 
permanent housing in late August.  Please call Brian or Carey at 604-224-3355 or email housing@regent-
college.edu  if you can help. 
 
Applications wanted for crafters for a Christmas Craft Fair Saturday Nov. 2, 2002 at West Point Grey United 
Church. See bulletin board for details. 
 
Mennonite Church Canada has a number of copies of an excellent resource for praying or supporting missions 
around the world.  See the table under the bulletin board for extra copies. 
 
The MCCBC Peace Committee and Project Ploughshares will hold a Hair Show during the Air Show.  Free 
haircuts, styling, washing and scalp massage will be given in a parking lot next to the airport at the Hair 
Show. More details on the bulletin board. 
 
MBMS prayer concerns: for July 21, pray for Jeff and Sharon Butler, who are MBMS International 
missionaries in Central Asia. They ask prayer for "Luke" who began coming to their meetings in January, 
then accepted Christ in April, has shown signs of growth, and now asks if he can bring others so they can 
know Jesus also. Pray that his wife will accept the Lord. 
 
From the Mennonite Church Canada annual assembly, July 3-7 came concerns about the agricultural crisis 
(drought, globalization) and the Saskatoon locale (rain is needed) that provided a basis for the Tending God’s 
Field: Forming God’s People. In addition to reports from most Mennonite organizations, lots of singing and 
worship services, and a variety of  seminars, the sessions also heard detailed reports on the financial  crisis 
facing the Pennsylvania based Mennonite Publishing House. Henry Krause (Langley Mennonite Fellowship) 
was elected as Moderator of Mennonite Church Canada. Veronica Dyck was elected to the Christian 
Formation Council. Next year’s assembly will be held in St. Catherines. (HN) 
 
“An Eclectic Evening: Classical, Jazz & Ragtime” at 8:00pm this Thursday July 25 at Regent College Chapel 
with Jeremy Begbie (piano), Alan Torrance (violin) and John Friesen (cello).  Tickets $8:00 at the Bookstore. 
 
The Graduate Counselling Psychology Programme at Trinity Western is hosting the 2nd Biannual International 
Conference on Personal Meaning July 18-21, including a free public lecture by Arun Gandhi, grandson of the 
Mahatma.  Details on the bulletin board. 


