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Today: Welcome to our worship service. Today’s service is led by Kevin Hiebert, and Henry 
Neufeld will be speaking to us on The Call of Moses (from Exodus 3-4).  Our songleader is Nubia 
Martens and Sue Dudoward will be accompanying on the piano. Angela Ekkert will be providing a 
childrens' feature. Please feel free to remain with us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the 
dining area. 
 
Last Sunday: Laura Sportack spoke on "Converting Conversion", building on the story in John 4 
telling of Jesus meeting the woman at the well (Lois Siemens gave an excellent dramatic 
presentation of the story). Laura's approach was wonderfully refreshing. She suggested that "living 
water" may have meant not only magical water but also 'moving water' rather than stagnant well 
water. Jesus was essentially forced to travel through Samaria, he was tired, thirsty, and hardly 
looking for an opportunity to talk with a despised foreign woman. Nevertheless, when he was forced 
to talk with her, he did not hammer her for her sins (she knew what they were already), he refused to 
be offended by her attitude towards him and towards Jews generally, he did not get into arguments 
with her about religion, he did not confront her directly about her morals but rather asked indirectly 
about her family (and then she admitted to her past). He commended her for telling the truth about 
her 'husband' and revealed to her that he knew about her past. Just as the woman and Jesus were 
approaching 'holy ground' in their discussion, 12 disgruntled disciples (some later achieved 
sainthood) came up and essentially ended the conversation. Laura then spoke about conversion. (1) 
Salvation of souls is not our responsibility any more than is the rotation of the moon – God looks 
after both. (2) Jesus paid far more attention to the woman's journey than to her destination. (3) Jesus 
was willing to go outside his comfort zone and get past labels, are we (e.g., homosexuality, 
housewife, delinquent, professor)? (4) The gospel is mainly revealed indirectly through our lives. 
"Hitting people with the gospel only wounds them." This reminds one of John 17, where we learn 
that Jesus came, not to condemn but to save. The story illustrates his mission beautifully and needs 
to be a new model for our thinking about conversion. [JEK]  
 
 
Sharing and Concerns from last Sunday: 
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Please feel free to join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book 
from 1 to 658.  We begin this week with #53. 
 
Many thanks are due to all those who have generously provided coffee and goodies after the service.  
The response has been tremendous and so has the quality of the hospitality.  There are only couple of 
slots left on the list at the back of the room. Your generosity is sincerely appreciated. 
 
For sale: Stroller/car seat, Bumper Jumper, Bath seat, baby change pad, roller blades (size 8.) See 
Tena or Henry. 946-3961.  
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A quick note recieved on the website from a former resident, Robin Knauth, now at Lycoming 
College: 
 
“... I have updated my pages appropriately (including my link to the Menno Simons Centre as well), 
and was very impressed by your new web pages. I still look back on those two years at seminary and 
living in your wonderful Mennonite community as the best of my life. .... But your church continues 
to serve as a model for me of what a church should really be all about. I sure do miss it! And I wish 
you all the best in God's plan! Sincerely, Robin” 
 
For those who remember Krista Voth who attended PGIMF some years ago, and Jeremy Schmidt, a 
former resident of the Centre, you will be happy to note they were delivered of 8 lbs 3 oz. worth of 
Elias Bernard Voth Schmidt on July 19, healthy and happy.  The Voth/Schmidts plan to return to 
Vancouver, nay, even unto PGIMF in the near future, and for those who play the Mennonite Game, 
Krista is Shana Bystrom’s sister. 
 
Upcoming speakers 
 
August 4  Ruth Enns  Ex. 1-2  “The birth and flight of Moses” 
August 11 Janet Boldt  Ex. 5-6  “Slavery in Egypt” 
August 18 Mark Greenstreet Ex. 7-10 “Plagues 1-9" 
August 25 Janice Kreider  Ex. 11-12 “Preparation for Flight” 
 
The Wider Church 
 
Regent College is preparing once again for the beginning-of-term onslaught of students and is 
requesting those who are able to provide transitional housing for up to a week for students while 
they search for permanent housing in late August.  Please call Brian or Carey at 604-224-3355 or 
email housing@regent-college.edu  if you can help. 
 
The MCCBC Peace Committee and Project Ploughshares will hold a Hair Show during the Air 
Show.  Free haircuts, styling, washing and scalp massage will be given in a parking lot next to the 
airport at the Hair Show. More details on the bulletin board. 
 
MBMS prayer concerns:  Pray for Paca.   Ken and Marilyn Fast are MBMS International workers in 
Brazil. In one week school will begin at PACA (Pan American Christian Academy) where Ken 
teaches K-12 PE and is the athletic director. Pray for unity and a desire to please Christ in all the 
students at all levels as they begin a new school year. 
 
See the bulletin board for a job posting for a manager for the Plaza Café at MCC Plaza, Abbotsford. 
 
Michael and Heidi Stephen are a couple with good references and an extensive list of service and 
travel looking for a place to live while they attend Regent in the coming year.  If you know of a 
place you can reach them at mstephen@alumni.uvic.ca, or at (250) 721-4400 or (250) 642-4756.  
Further information on the bulletin board. 


