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Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite.  Our service is led by Rosie Perera , Ann-Marie Neudorf 
will be leading us in song and Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano. Later we will hear from Loren 
Wilkinson from Regent College, a man known for emphasizing our relationship to the natural world.  Sue 
Greenstreet and Bre’el Davis are in charge of children’s church, and Nadine Neudorf will be with the 
toddlers.   
 
Last Sunday: We celebrated our relationships together at the annual church retreat at Camp Luther.  Does 
anybody have a picture of Henry with purple hair by Emma? 
 
Two Sundays ago:  Paul Thiessen spoke on some ideas springing from Proverbs 8, "Seeking Wisdom".  
Wisdom has been defined various ways, such as having knowledge and forming sensible decisions, learning 
from your mistakes, taking long-term consequences into consideration before taking action.  Although 
wisdom and knowledge are often coupled, they are distinct (for example, knowledge without wisdom can be 
dangerous, or evangelists can preach against sin and yet succumb to sin themselves).  Solomon, although 
thought to be one of the most wise persons of his day, had a dysfunctional family with umpteen wives and 
concubines, created a disastrous taxation system, forged foolish international treaties, and left a kingdom 
poised for civil war.  During his reign, he and his court philosophers compiled several important collections 
of writings on wisdom showing the pursuit of wisdom to be very personal.  Several New Testament writers, 
on the other hand, portray wisdom as resulting from a relationship with God/Jesus.  Paul noted that wisdom 
goes beyond avoiding the seven deadly sins, that the wise person cultivates listening and seeks times of 
solitude for listening for God (e.g., Jesus in the wilderness).  Wise people listen to the advice of those who 
care for them, and work to achieve a balance between the spiritual, intellectual and physical in our days, 
weeks, and years.  Wisdom is a journey, not a destination.  Wisdom is struggling with God.  [JEK] 
The Coles Notes version: “Good judgement comes from experience; experience comes from...poor 
judgement.”  (Aesop) [AP] 
 
PGIMF News: 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658. 
 
Just a reminder that those of you who are not members and wish to become one or transfer your membership 
are encouraged to speak to Erna.  We appreciate your contributions and commitment to this congregation. 
 
Summer Coffee Signup   Just a reminder that a sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the back of the 
church for coffee hour during the summer months.  We all depend on your participation to provide the 
opportunity for fellowship after the service. 
 
Prayer requests: Keep Heather’s family in your prayers as she returns to school to finish her interrupted term 
and the family copes with their loss.  Our great blessings go with Jim and Grace Neudorf and Elizabeth and 
Helena as they officially begin committed church life in Squamish at Cedar Mountain Community Church.  
Congratulations to Kathryn Koslowsky on her nuptials celebrated May 25th (or was it the 24th?) And our 
prayers go to the couple for a long and successful marriage.  Pray for Wei-lie Chen who is under tremendous 
strain in Taiwan as the country battles the SARS outbreak - teaching amid the stress is taking its toll on her 
and her students. 
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In Memoriam   To remember the recent loss of Heather Shantz’s father, the residents of the Menno Simons 
Centre and PGIMF attenders planted an apple tree in front of the Centre near the great Atlas Cedar.  Heather 
is much appreciated for her work with the children in the church.   
 
Upcoming speakers 
 
June 15   Richard Stobbe   Father’s Day 
June 22       Ecumenical service in Trimble Park 
June 29   Johannes Stolz    
July 6   Ken Friesen   Acts 9:36 - 10:1   (Communion)  
 
Church Board BBQ   The new year begins for PGIMF on July 1st when the new members of the church 
board take over their positions. To facilitate the turnover, all outgoing and incoming church board and 
committee members are invited to a potluck at the Teichroebs on June 25th.  Please RSVP Don, our new 
Moderator. 
 
The Wider Church 
 
From MBMS International:  BORNS IN BRAZIL.  Matt and Debbie Born are MBMS International 
missionaries in Brazil. They ask your prayers for their ministry as they both teach at Pan American Christian 
Academy in São Paulo. Pray also for their four children growing up in this city of 18 million. 
 
Regent College    Two public lectures coming up herald an interesting summer at Regent.     On Tuesday, 
June 10,  Valdir Steuernagel, a Brazilian minister, professor and chair of World Vision International  speaks 
on “God Speaks Our Language”  and on Wednesday, June 11, Preston Manning one-time leader of the Reform 
Party of Canada speaks on The Serpent and the Dove: Exploring the Interface Between Faith and Politics. 
Both lecturesrun from 8:00 pm to 9:30 pm in the Chapel at Regent College, and are always popular so come 
early for a good seat. 
 
ACTS   Subordination and the appropriate relationship between men and women in the church has been a 
controversial debate for years. According to Australian author Kevin Giles, today's doctrine of the Trinity is 
being used to support opposing views of the right relationship between men and women in the church. ACTS 
Seminaries of TWU is bringing Giles to campus on Thursday, June 26, to speak on his book “The Trinity and 
Subordinationism: The Doctrine of God and the Contemporary Gender Debate." Giles is vicar of St. 
Michael's Church (Anglican) in North Carlton, Australia.. The community is invited to attend both the lecture 
and BBQ, beginning at 12:00 pm. The BBQ will be followed by the lecture at 12:30pm, response by ACTS, 
Dr. Archie Spencer, and an opportunity for questions.  Location: BBQ-in front of Fosmark building; Lecture-
Northwest Auditorium (at TWU, 7600 Glover Road) Cost: $3 for the BBQ   Contact: Charlene Neufeld; 
email: [e-mail available upon request] or call 604-888-7511 ext. 3835 
 
MWC   The leadership of the Mennonite World Conference has continued to hold open the possibility of 
holding portions of the conference at an alternate site near Honeydew, South Africa (north-west of 
Johannesberg) in the unlikely event that the situation is too unstable to hold the conference there.  People are 
still encouraged to come, knowing that there is some financial risk involved in a late change of venue.  
Although the political situation is not difficult for foreigners, food, fuel and other basics are becoming harder 
to locate and assemble for the conference.  Your prayers are welcome. 
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MWC NEWS RELEASE      April 18, 2003 
 
Singing will be at the centre of worship at the Mennonite World 
Conference Assembly in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, in August. 
Among worshippers will be an enthusiastic octogenarian from 
Goshen, Indiana (USA).  
 
Mary K. Oyer, a church music specialist, has studied 
international music for decades and she has played a key role in 
broadening worship music repertoire to include songs from 
around the world.  
 
Oyer has been to Zimbabwe several times, trips she says were 
"so instructive to me." There is no wavering in her resolve to go 
back this year for Africa 2003 in support of the Zimbabwean 
people, she says. "It is important to go to give us [Westerners] 
some feel for what they live with."  
 
In addition to international worship songs, this Assembly will 
have a choir with members from around the world to lead 
congregational singing. Prominent in worship and in 
performance will be the rhythms and melodies of Africa.  
 
African music is aural, explains Oyer. It's full of symbolism and 
complex rhythms that call the body to move. One experiences so 
much more when the entire body is involved than "in learning 
from a book that is deaf and dumb," she quips.  
 
"It's not evil to move a little," says Oyer, who confesses that she 
used to have rigid ideas about what music was appropriate for 
worship. "I'm not so absolute anymore. Studying African music 
enlarged greatly my understanding...and opened new ideas about 
worship. We can't judge what is right or wrong. It's a matter of 
personal taste." If others find different music meaningful, she 
adds, we need to find out why.  
 
Oyer has studied African music for more than 30 years and she 
has lived there for a total of five years, beginning in 1969 when 
she received a grant from a California university (U.S.A.) to 
study visual arts and music in Africa. Since then, she has spent 
time between school years and some longer periods in 12 
different countries, including Kenya, Tanzania, Ghana, Nigeria, 
Congo, Uganda, Malawi and Zambia.  
 
Every country has its own kind of music as well as different 
instruments, from the drums of West Africa and the Congo to the 
mbira of the Shona tribe in Zimbabwe, Oyer notes. She's learned 
to produce the mbira's unique sound by snapping its up to 22 
metal strips held by a bridge over a flat piece of wood.  
 
In some places, traditional African sounds and rhythms are being 
reclaimed and encouraged after decades of "trying to get it 
[worship music] right," as taught by Western missionaries.  
 
"Everything about African music tells about the people." says 
Oyer. "There is improvisation in music and in life. Small patterns 
go round and round [like Taizé music] with no concept of 

prescribed length. 'How do I know when to stop?' is a Western 
question," she explains. "[African music] reflects a different 
sense of time without any sense of urgency." For Africans, she 
adds, the present is strong, the past is rich and there is no future 
tense beyond a month or so.  
 
The music of Africa is energetic. The AIC (African Initiated 
Churches), especially, see the body and spirit as one and believe 
that the Holy Spirit comes when the body is in motion, says 
Oyer.  
 
Asian music, which she has also studied, is much more cerebral, 
reflective and introspective. Asians find moving the body hard. 
Westerners, who focus on harmony, tension and resolution, with 
less emphasis on rhythm, are somewhere in between, she 
observes.  
 
"We've imposed our way as right," chides Oyer. "We should try 
to be learners. But we have to find out what the people are like 
before we can understand their music."  
 
Oyer will help about 40 North Americans in that quest by co-
leading a 26-day African tour in July and August with Zenebe 
Abebe, who was born in Ethiopia and is now teaching at Goshen 
College. The tour, an immersion in African music, art, culture 
and history, will include Ethiopia and Kenya and the Mennonite 
World Conference Assembly Gathered in Zimbabwe.  
 
But first Oyer will celebrate her 80th birthday, in April, and 
conduct a music workshop at Indiana's Anderson University and 
Seminary, one of many seminars that continue to take her to 
Mennonite and other institutions across North America. In 
September she will return to Taiwan to teach for a semester at a 
Presbyterian Theological College and Seminary as she has done 
for the past several years.  
 
Oyer "retired" in 1987 after a 50-year career as a Music 
Professor at Goshen College (where she also taught visual arts) 
and at Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, 
Indiana (USA). She has played key roles in preparing The 
Mennonite Hymnal (1969), several other songbooks for special 
events, including international books for MWC assemblies. From 
1987-89, she managed the project that produced Hymnal: A 
Worship Book with its rich collection of international songs.  
 
Anabaptists from around the world have been inspired by Oyer's 
enthusiastic song leading at large meetings like World 
Conference gatherings in Wichita, Kansas (USA), Winnipeg, 
Manitoba (Canada) and Calcutta, India. From her broad 
international experience, she has helped participants learn each 
other's songs, many of which will be sung from an international 
songbook planned for Africa 2003.  
 
— Ferne Burkhardt, News Editor  

 


