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RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded. 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

June 12, 2005

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Diane
Ehling, Eric Hannan will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano, and Henry Neufeld is
your usher  Later we will hear from Pat & Rad Houmphan who will be speaking on the Parable of the Sower
from Mark 4:3-20.    Please join Pat and Rad later in the chapel after coffee for a Powerpoint presentation about
the mission on Thailand.  Parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care in the nursery
through the summer term, while the Sunday School classes will be led by (TBA).  Please join us after the
service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge as we say goodbye to Heather and Nathan Schneidereit.

Last Sunday:   Jack Suderman (MC Canada Witness) and Janet Plenert (MC Canada International Development)
gave us a representation of our faith family around the world.  Their attempt to do so with integrity - not to
maximize the dangers or glory in their work - truly honoured the achievements of the many mission workers the
Mennonite Church has around the world.  Madeleine and Andres Olivarez in Cuba have blossomed as lay leaders
and pastors respectively, helping grow 8 churches into 25 in a few years in a country that until a short time ago,
was officially atheist.  The power of the church, though challenging to the government, has been successful in not
undermining it to the point that the Cuban church through its government felt comfortable offering its help in
negotiations for the pastors held in North Korean jails.  Even the tragedy of North Vietnam is hopeful - the
church grows stronger here through its suffering - Pastor Quang, a trained lawyer, has been encouraging the
government of North Vietnam to live up to its constitution which forbids religious discrimination.  Much of the
work done is “succor” work , not denominational, yet as Jack and Janet visited, they were told “We have not
forgotten what you have done for us” and the church grows.  Mennonite churches are planted everywhere by all
countries - Brazilian church plants are in Asia and Albania, Indian church plants are in the Arab world and
Africa.  The Mennonite church, formerly a 99% European/North American ethnic 100 years ago, is now 61%
African, South American and Asian of no discernible commonality. Even in the hurt of Palestine, where an
Orthodox splinter group called for the destruction of the ecumenism and grace preached by the World Council of
Churches and MC Canada, the work does not end.  But the last image of a cross of countless pieces of olive wood
pieced together into a 4-metre-high symbol of God’s grace to all nations was the most enduring symbol Jack and
Janet left us.  An excellent question period afterward detailed some of the achievements of the global church.
[AP]

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
June 19 J. Evan Kreider Liturgical service
June 26                                       Veronica Dyck                                       Rules: Love Goes Ungiven
July 3 Margaret Carey Surprise!
July 10 Daniel Kibareta
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We have a young couple, friend, who are desperately looking for a place to live (and are willing to pay rent)
for this July and August. They have one, matured 4-year-old daughter. They are responsible people and has
good recommendations from me. They are very nice people to have around. Sorhwa is an ER nurse and we
have worked together. Her husband works at the library and is a very talented, handy man.

If you have a space in your home to rent for only 2 months or know of someone who needs house sitting,
please contact her via email: available from webmaster by request.

Hope you can help her.
thanks, Heather 

Prayers for Susie Funk as she prepares for her overseas assignment in the Ukraine.  She will be teaching English
in Dneipopetrovsk in July.  

�New address for Carolyn Dawn Good available by request from webmaster to members only.  Calls from her
old friends at PGIMF always welcome.

The Wider Church
MBMSI   SERVING IN SOUTH AFRICA. Please pray today for Baudouin and Marie-Brigette Nsulunka, MBMS
International missionaries from Congo to South Africa. The Nsulunkas are working with youth and young adults
in the area of Durban. Pray for them as they develop a center for this ministry.

The Three Canadian Tenors.  Please see the bulletin board in the hall for tickets to a concert featuring the Three
Canadian Tenors at Central Heights Church, June 24th.
 
Thank you for helping us raise over $ 1500.- for the Magdalene Recovery Society at our last performance of
Suor Angelica at St. Andrew's-Wesley United Church. Our next fundraiser will be Songs and Texts for WORLD
REFUGEE DAY on June 20, 7:30 pm at First United Mennonite Church.

Join MBMS International for a Celebration Missions Night at Central Heights MB Church at 7pm on June 19th.
It will be an evening of celebration, worship and mission with the new General Director of MBMSI, Randy
Friesen, Willingdon Church Choir and Orchestra with Ron Clark. There will also be a video report and
testimonies from Operation Rebuilding Lives in Thailand. Come join us as we Celebrate Mission! 

Regent College is looking for hosts to provide up to one week of free housing for incoming students while they
search for permanent housing in August. Meals are not expected. If you are going out of town, you might also
consider a student as a housesitter. For more information, please call Heidi at 604-221-3355, or email
regent-college.edu. Thank you!

BC MB Conference   Seniors: You are invited to take a "Vacation with a Difference!"  Come to the 55+
National Retreat, Oct 20-23, 2005, in Ste Adele QC. Meet old friends and make some new ones, experience
amazing fellowship, be inspired and learn about the joys and challenges of this stage of your lives and explore the
history, heart and culture of Montreal.  The early registration deadline is July 1. For more information, contact
the church office for a brochure, visit www.mbconf.ca  or call Sharon at 888-669-6575 x 398.

Mennonite World Conference calls the worldwide Anabaptist movement to prayer for our suffering brothers
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and sisters in Eritrea, East Africa.  Amnesty International reports that on May 28, government security forces
raided a wedding celebration in Asmara, Eritrea, and detained over 200 guests. All are reported to be members of
Meserete Kristos, an evangelical Anabaptist church banned by the current government of Eritrea. According to
AI, this kind of harassment and persecution is a feature of life in Eritrea. Since 2002 only Orthodox, Catholic and
Lutheran churches have been allowed to operate and evangelical churches have been banned. Amnesty
International reports that harassment of those defying the 2002 ban has intensified recently. Many members and
leaders of these churches have been imprisoned and tortured.

Mark 4:1-20

The Parable of the Sower

1Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The
crowd that gathered around him was so large that
he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake,
while all the people were along the shore at the
water's edge. 2He taught them many things by
parables, and in his teaching said: 3"Listen! A
farmer went out to sow his seed. 4As he was
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and
the birds came and ate it up. 5Some fell on rocky
places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang
up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But
when the sun came up, the plants were scorched,
and they withered because they had no root. 7Other
seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked
the plants, so that they did not bear grain. 8Still
other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew and
produced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or even
a hundred times."

9Then Jesus said, "He who has ears to hear, let him
hear."

10When he was alone, the Twelve and the others
around him asked him about the parables. 11He

told them, "The secret of the kingdom of God has
been given to you. But to those on the outside
everything is said in parables 12so that,
   " 'they may be ever seeing but never perceiving,
      and ever hearing but never understanding;
   otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!'[a]"

13Then Jesus said to them, "Don't you understand
this parable? How then will you understand any
parable? 14The farmer sows the word. 15Some
people are like seed along the path, where the
word is sown. As soon as they hear it, Satan comes
and takes away the word that was sown in them.
16Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the
word and at once receive it with joy. 17But since
they have no root, they last only a short time.
When trouble or persecution comes because of the
word, they quickly fall away. 18Still others, like
seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19but the
worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and
the desires for other things come in and choke the
word, making it unfruitful. 20Others, like seed
sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and
produce a crop—thirty, sixty or even a hundred
times what was sown."

Faith is obeying when it is not visible that it "pays" or "works."
- John Howard Yoder.


