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RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded. 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

June 19, 2005

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Karen
Giesbrecht, Veronica Dyck will lead us in song, Kathryn Schmidt will be accompanying on the piano, and Marcie
Good is your usher.  Later we will hear from Evan Kreider who will be speaking on Fathers from Exodus 28.   
Parents are requested to make their own arrangements for childcare in the nursery for the balance of the summer,
while Mark Northey will be with the Sunday School classes.  Please note Sunday School classes will end the last
week of June.  Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge. 

Last Sunday:   Last Sunday, Pat Houmphan spoke on his family's mission work in Thailand. Pat is the father of
Philip, one of our Centre's residents. He has completed work at ACTS and will shortly be returning to Thailand to
work with the Isaan people, a considerable subgroup which has not yet been evangelized. He spoke on the
parable of the sower (Mark 4), which describes what he faces as a missionary. In the story, some seed fell on the
path (4.3-4); Pat finds that many people do not respond to friendship evangelism or do not accept Christianity
because it is a western religion. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, it grew quickly
but then died (4:5-6); Pat knows of people who are interested in the Creation story telling of the Creator God,
they attend services for a few months and then give excuses and return to their Buddhist friends and ways, there
is no depth to their Christianity. Other seeds were choked by thorns (4:7); some new Christians quickly give in to
materialism, they prefer to to go the big city to get things than to learn about Christ. But some seed fell on good
soil and produced a great crop (4:8); Pat concluded by telling of individuals who did convert fully and became
excellent Christian workers. "We are the sowers and should expect similar responses to our work." [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
June 26 Veronica Dyck -
July 3 Margaret Carey Alone in the Wilderness
July 10 Daniel Kibareta Medical Missions
July 17 TBA -

Evening Taize Service.  Please join WPG Baptist at 4509 W.11th at Sasamat tonight for an evening communion
service in the Taize style.  Service begins at 7:30 pm and is a way for our West Point Grey community to get
together since the cancellation of our joint Service in the Park.  Everyone welcome!  

�Thank you to all who have signed up to provide coffee during the summer.  Still a few spots left!
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MCC   Abbotsford, BC - About two dozen staff people from the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) main office and
the MCC Employment Centre met on June 1st to launch the Make Poverty History campaign creating white armbands
with the campaign's slogan and learning about how they can be a part of ending extreme poverty.  Make Poverty History
is a global grass roots initiative urging world leaders to take bold steps in 2005 to eradicate poverty. In Canada, Make
Poverty History is spearheaded by the Canadian Council of International Cooperation http://www.ccic.ca, of which MCC
is a member. MCC is encouraging participants to raise awareness by agreeing to live with just enough, to be an advocate
for those in poverty and to show solidarity with others by wearing a white armband.

Jon Nofziger and Elsie Wiebe Klingler, both on staff at MCC, organized the launch of the campaign and were
encouraged by the response they received. "I think participation for our staff was important because often we work in our
own little 'silos' (different departments) and even though this campaign originated from the Peace department, this
reminds us that poverty issues impact all of the work MCC does," Nofziger said.

Anyone can participate in the Make Poverty History campaign. For more information contact Jon Nofziger at 604 850
6639 or 1 888 622 6337 or visit the website at www.mcc.org/makepovertyhistory

�Looking for a replacement for the Congregational Coordinator from July 15-August 7th.  Job-sharers
welcome - telephone messages and mail to be answered; e-mail to be distributed or answered; and the bulletin to
be prepared - make it the way you’ve always wanted it!  Cheerleading optional.  Please contact Andre.

The Wider Church
MBMSI   BLESS BRAZIL WITH YOUR PRAYERS. Vic and Marty Wiens are MBMS International missionaries in
Brazil. They ask prayer for fruitful follow up with families contacted during VBS held earlier this year. Pray for
RIO BONITO, the new church plant. Pray for Vic and Marty as they mentor young leaders and give direction to
churches in many areas of church growth.

Job opportunities available - Selling at Vancouver Flea Market. Call Paul Funk @ 778-808-3865. See Bulletin
Board for further information or ask Susie Funk.

On International Refugee Day, June 20th at 7:30pm, there will be a free concert at the First United Mennonite
Church, 659 E 52 Ave. Frank Klassen will accompany baritone Peter Alexander singing Songs of Travel and
Riad Klassen will recite passages from Gibran's bestseller The Prophet. Donations will support the FUMC
Refugee Service Program, now in its 26th year!

St. John’s Shaughnessy   Evening services 7:15 pm Contemporary Evening Service  Sunday School is provided
for children and youth at the 9 and 11 am services. At the Evening Service, Holy Communion is served on the
last Sunday of each month.

Regent College is looking for hosts to provide up to one week of free housing for incoming students while they
search for permanent housing in August. Meals are not expected. If you are going out of town, you might also
consider a student as a housesitter. For more information, please call Heidi at 604-221-3355, or email
regent-college.edu. Thank you!

Regent lectures Mon., June 27 Hans Boersma Spiritual Imagination: Recapitulation as an interpretive principle.
Book-signing to follow. Wed., June 29 David Lyon Just Watching the Kids: Why parents use webcams,
cellphones and software devices to monitor their children.  Come early to the Regent Chapel for the 8:00 start
time.
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BC MB Conference   Seniors: You are invited
to take a "Vacation with a Difference!"  Come
to the 55+ National Retreat, Oct 20-23, 2005, in
Ste Adele QC. Meet old friends and make some
new ones, experience amazing fellowship, be
inspired and learn about the joys and challenges
of this stage of your lives and explore the
history, heart and culture of Montreal.  The
early registration deadline is July 1. For more
information, contact the church office for a
brochure, visit www.mbconf.ca  or call Sharon
at 888-669-6575 x 398.

The Granville Sunday Evening Lectures  7:00 - 8:30 pm, Sunday evenings, June19 - July 31 at Granville
Chapel, 43rd & Granville. First lecture this evening features Ward Gasque on The Da Vinci Code: Harmless
Thriller or Dangerous Hoax?  Come early for a good seat.

Camp Squeah   Did you know that each week this summer, an average of one camper in each cabin will require
financial assistance to attend summer camp? Please help us reach out to as many children and young people as
possible. We accept every child who wants to go to camp but need your help to support those who need financial
assistance.  Your tax deductible donations can be made by mail, phone, or online at www.squeah.com. Please
make your cheque payable to Camp Squeah, 4 - 27915 Trans Canada Hwy, Hope, BC, V0X 1L3. Our toll free
number is 1.800.380.2267. Thank you for reaching out to children and youth with us. Camp Squeah is a ministry
of Mennonite Church British Columbia. -Rudy Kehler

The Three Canadian Tenors.  Please see the bulletin board in the hall for tickets to a concert featuring the
Three Canadian Tenors at Central Heights Church, June 24th.
 
Thank you for helping us raise over $ 1500.- for the Magdalene Recovery Society at our last performance of
Suor Angelica at St. Andrew's-Wesley United Church. Our next fundraiser will be Songs and Texts for WORLD
REFUGEE DAY on June 20, 7:30 pm at First United Mennonite Church.

Singles retreat at Cultus Lake, June 30 - July 3 long
weekend (Canada Day). Come after work on Thursday
and enjoy some awesome food, golf, canoe, hike, bike,
water slide, and so much more with others from churches
in Vancouver, Vancouver Island, Seattle and Kelowna.
Why not bring a friend? We expect about 200 people to
attend. Our speaker, Richard Thompson will be speaking
on how our relationship with Christ and with each other
impact who we are as Christians. The cost is $119 for a
cabin and $109 for a tent. For more info call Ron Shore
Ph 604-857-2488 or Toll Free 1-888-888-4124 or e-mail
. All of the info on the trip is on the
web at www.vancouverchristianevents.com.

An atheist was taking a walk through the woods. "What majestic trees! What powerful rivers! What beautiful
animals!" he said to himself. As he continued walking alongside the river he heard a rustling in the bushes.
Turning to look, he saw a 7 foot grizzly charging towards him. He ran as fast as he could up the path. Looking
over his shoulder he saw that the bear was closing in on him. His heart was pumping frantically and he tried to
run even faster. He tripped and fell on the ground.He rolled over to pick himself up but saw the bear raising his
paw to take a swipe at him. At that instant the atheist cried out: "Oh my God!..."Time stopped. The bear froze.
The forest was silent. It was then that a bright light shone upon the man and a voice came out of the sky saying:
"You deny my existence for all of these years, teach others I don't exist and even credit creation to a cosmic
accident. Do you expect me to help you out of this predicament? Am I to count you as a believer?" The atheist
looked directly into the light, "It would be hypocritical of me to suddenly ask you to treat me as a Christian now,
but perhaps, could you make the BEAR a Christian?"  Very well," said the voice. The light went out. And the
sounds of the forest resumed. And then the bear lowered his paw, bowed his head and spoke, "Lord, bless this
food which I am about to receive and for which I am truly thankful."




