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RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded. 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

June 26, 2005

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Cynthia
Friesen, Rosie Perera will lead us in song, and Jeff Schulz will be accompanying on the piano.  Later we will hear
from Veronica Dyck whose talk will be entitled “An Interrupted Miracle” from Luke 8:40-56.   Jackie Bolen will
be with the intermediate Sunday School class.  Parents of the babies and younger children are requested to make
their own arrangements for child care for the summer season. Please join us after the service for coffee and
fellowship in the lounge. 

Last Sunday:   In a Father’s day meditation last Sunday Evan Kreider reviewed the colourful story of Isaac, his
wife Rebekah, and their twin sons, Isaac (the eldest by a few minutes) and Jacob. This family had some
dysfunctional characteristics: sibling rivalry, favouritism by each parent of one child, mother- engineered
deception, lies, and death threats. There’s an agonizingly pathetic scene when Isaac and Easu realise they’ve been
tricked and Esau begs his father to “bless me too”. All of this results in further relationship alienation and Jacob,
again with Rebekah’s aid, flees for safety. Evan identified a number of issues from this account:
• do families currently have a history of blessings, if not, are we missing something? Blessing might

include parental approval, a sense of ethics passed to children, child rearing skills, parental prayers
(“bless those we love”) or trade skills.

• families are full of imperfection; but God can even use jerks.
• some, but not all, fathers are godly but not at all times. If children were at peace with their parents we

wouldn’t have such a booming counselling industry.
• if people are thankful for their fathers, we should be grateful, though some have difficulty verbalizing

this love.
• in some families life is difficult: being the husband of Rebekah, or having a brother like Esau or Jacob is

not easy.
• some feel they’ve never met their fathers expectations (even after the father’s death) or never had the

blessing they wanted – remember God is also our father.
it’s rare that all children in a family feel they were treated equally. It’s important to remember that as God’s
children we are all loved equally and unconditionally. (HN)

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
July 3 Margaret Carey
July 10 Daniel Kibareta
July 17 J. Evan Kreider
July 24 Vange Thiessen
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The Wider Church
MBMSI   INVESTMENT IN INDIA. Dale and Teresa Regier are MBMS International missionaries serving in India.
Pray God’s grace to help the Regiers as they deal with many limitations in the field of medicine at the Jadcherla
Medical Centre. Dale works with accounting and Teresa as a nurse. Pray also for son Jordon, to find friends and
fulfillment across the world from his homeland.

The Granville Sunday Evening Lectures  This Sunday evening (June 26th) from  7:00 – 8:30 pm at Granville
Chapel (43rd & Granville) features Gordon Nickel speaking on Christianity and Islam in 21st Century in Canada
Gordon has a PhD in Qur'anic Studies and has lived in Pakistan and India.  He teaches intercultural (? - ed.)
studies at Trinity Western University.

Regent College is looking for hosts to provide up to one week of free housing for incoming students while they
search for permanent housing in August. Meals are not expected. If you are going out of town, you might also
consider a student as a housesitter. For more information, please call Heidi at 604-221-3355, or email
regent-college.edu. Thank you!

A prayer request from our MCC Relief Sale
Coordinators, who have been experiencing some
significant challenges with the Health Inspectors in the
food area. It is a real challenge for us to meet the
changing demands of the health department. Please pray
for our volunteer Food Coordinators and all those in our
churches who have already made changes and taken
training to meet Health Inspector demands, that they will
not be discouraged and that changes will not affect the
ability of this event to raise funds for needy people
around the world. The MCC Festival Auction and Relief
Sale in Abbotsford is the Mennonite community’s biggest
single fundraiser, raising over half a million dollars last
year. All of our sales (here, in Black Creek and in Prince
George) are such wonderful events in so many ways -
particularly in the way in which they involve volunteers
from all over BC, working together for a common cause.
Pray that even in this situation, we can bring honour and
glory to God and work as servants "in the Name of
Christ."   -  Angelika Dawson

MCC  There's still room for you to come camping with MCC and visit with our aboriginal neighbours on
Vancouver Island on July 11-15. This trip is an opportunity to listen, learn and become friends as we explore the
environment that sustains us all. For more information visit: www.mcc.org/bc/aboriginalneighbours  or call
Darryl Klassen at (604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622 6337. 

Regent College is looking for hosts to provide up to one week of free housing for incoming students while they
search for permanent housing in August. Meals are not expected. If you are going out of town, you might also
consider a student as a housesitter. For more information, please call Heidi at 604-221-3355, or email
regent-college.edu. Thank you!

Prayers for Susie Funk as she prepares for her overseas assignment in the Ukraine.  She will be teaching English
in Dneipopetrovsk in July.  

Remember the Houmphan family (Pat & Rad
Houmphan) as they grieve the death of Rad's
mother, Luane Kounthapanya, who passed to
the other side on June 21, in Nebraska, after
suffering from Stephen Johnson's Syndrome (a
severe and painful reaction to medication) for
some time. Rad's father, John Kounthapanya, is
still on dialysis following kidney failure last
summer. Rad has been in Nebraska for the past
few weeks, and Pat and their children, Rachel
and Philip, will be travelling to Nebraska to
attend the funeral in Tecumseh on Sunday, June
26th. Pray for Pat and Rad as they grieve the
loss of their mother/grandmother and as they
prepare for returning to ministry in Thailand in
August. Rachel and Philip will remain in
Vancouver to continue their studies at UBC.
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Camp Squeah Alumni Gathering. If you have ever been on staff, summer staff or served as a camp committee
member, we invite you to join us on August 20th for a day to remember and build for the future. Spend the day
hiking or touring the camp property, view the picture gallery, participate in an auction of memorabilia (you could
buy your very own cabin sign!) enjoy a great Squeah BBQ and more. For complete details and to register
visit:www.squeah.com/alumni .  We're also looking for an auctioneer - if you have this skill or knowsomeone
who does, please contact Eileen at 

Genesis 12 : 1-9

The Call of Abram
1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country,
your people and your father's household and go to the
land I will show you.

2 "I will make you into a great nation
       and I will bless you;
       I will make your name great,
       and you will be a blessing.

3 I will bless those who bless you,
       and whoever curses you I will curse;
       and all peoples on earth
       will be blessed through you."

4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot
went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old
when he set out from Haran. 5 He took his wife Sarai,

his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had
accumulated and the people they had acquired in
Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and
they arrived there.

6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of
the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the
Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to
Abram and said, "To your offspringI will give this
land." So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had
appeared to him.

8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel
and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on
the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and
called on the name of the LORD. 9 Then Abram set out
and continued toward the Negev. 

Psalm 33: 1-12

1 Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous;
it is fitting for the upright to praise him.

2 Praise the LORD with the harp;
make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre.

3 Sing to him a new song;
play skillfully, and shout for joy.

4 For the word of the LORD is right and true;
he is faithful in all he does.

5 The LORD loves righteousness and justice;
the earth is full of his unfailing love.

6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made,
their starry host by the breath of his mouth.

7 He gathers the waters of the sea into jars [a] ;
he puts the deep into storehouses.

8 Let all the earth fear the LORD;
let all the people of the world revere him.

9 For he spoke, and it came to be;
he commanded, and it stood firm.

10 The LORD foils the plans of the nations;
he thwarts the purposes of the peoples.

11 But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever,
the purposes of his heart through all generations.

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD,
the people he chose for his inheritance. 
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Romans 4:13-25

13It was not through law that Abraham and his
offspring received the promise that he would be heir of
the world, but through the righteousness that comes by
faith. 14For if those who live by law are heirs, faith has
no value and the promise is worthless, 15because law
brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no
transgression.

16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may
be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's
offspring—not only to those who are of the law but
also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is
the father of us all. 17As it is written: "I have made you
a father of many nations.”He is our father in the sight
of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life
to the dead and calls things that are not as though they
were.

18Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so
became the father of many nations, just as it had been
said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 19Without
weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body
was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred
years old—and that Sarah's womb was also dead. 20Yet
he did not waver through unbelief regarding the
promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and
gave glory to God, 21being fully persuaded that God
had power to do what he had promised. 22This is why
"it was credited to him as righteousness." 23The words
"it was credited to him" were written not for him
alone, 24but also for us, to whom God will credit
righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised
Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25He was delivered over
to death for our sins and was raised to life for our
justification.

Luke 8:40-56

A Dead Girl and a Sick Woman
40Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him,
for they were all expecting him. 41Then a man named
Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at Jesus'
feet, pleading with him to come to his house 42because
his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying.

As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed
him. 43And a woman was there who had been subject
to bleeding for twelve years,[d] but no one could heal
her. 44She came up behind him and touched the edge of
his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped.

45"Who touched me?" Jesus asked.  When they all
denied it, Peter said, "Master, the people are crowding
and pressing against you."

46But Jesus said, "Someone touched me; I know that
power has gone out from me."

47Then the woman, seeing that she could not go
unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the
presence of all the people, she told why she had
touched him and how she had been instantly healed.

48Then he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed
you. Go in peace."

49While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from
the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your
daughter is dead," he said. "Don't bother the teacher
any more."

50Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't be afraid;
just believe, and she will be healed."

51When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let
anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James,
and the child's father and mother. 52Meanwhile, all the
people were wailing and mourning for her. "Stop
wailing," Jesus said. "She is not dead but asleep."

53They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead.
54But he took her by the hand and said, "My child, get
up!" 55Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up.
Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat.
56Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not
to tell anyone what had happened.


