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POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: (redacted)

March 2nd, 2008

4th of Lent

Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship.  Today we will be led in worship by Janice Kreider, in song

by Evan Kreider, Ruth Enns will accompany on the piano, and Ed Epp is your usher.  Later we will hear from

Henry Neufeld whose sermon will be entitled “Mud in My Eyes” from the lectionary texts for this week.   Parents

are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they feel their children don’t

wish to remain in the chapel during the service.  Please join us in the lounge after the service for coffee and

fellowship.

Lenten Prayer Vigils   Come celebrate the Lenten season with our neighbouring Point Grey churches.  On each 

Wednesday during the Lenten season, a prayer vigil will be held at noon at each of the neighbourhood churches

in succession for about 20 minutes (schedule following) Everyone from all six churches in West Point Grey is

invited to participate.  Please support our neighbours in our WPG community!

March 5 - WPG Baptist (11th & Sasamat) March 12 - St Helen’s Anglican (8th & Trimble)

PGIMF News

LLLLNew e-mail address   If you missed it (like I did) you can reach Peter & Helga Neudorf at (redacted)

Upcoming speakers

March 9 Andre Pekovich Lent V

March 16 Evan Kreider Palm Sunday

March 23             Service of worship/potluck breakfast Easter Sunday

March 30 Markku Kostamo Caring for Creation

The Wider Church

MBMSI   Otto and Lidia Funk in Peru ask your

prayers for the TREK team of young adults that

will be with the Funks from March to the middle

of June. Pray that the people who come to the

English classes will get to know Jesus, and also

pray that God would provide new donors to

complete the Funks’ support.

MCC  hosts elders Stanley Boyd and Dennis and

Cathy Patrick who will visit the Lower Mainland

to talk about “the Meaning of Land.” on March

12-14.  For complete itinerary visit mcc.org/bc/abneighbours or contact Darryl Klassen at (604) 850 6639 or 1

888 622 6337 or email him at (e-mail redacted -please see website)

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your

thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response

time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the

time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

I wish to thank each and every one of you for your support

and prayers during this difficult but meaningful time.  My

mother is at peace.  Thank you for the gorgeous orchid

bouquet. Please be invited to the funeral at Sherbrooke on

Tuesday at noon, the interment at Oceanview Cemetery

immediately following, or the reception in the basement of

Sherbrooke following that, as you feel led.

Hannelore
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++++You are invited to an exciting concert by the African Children's Choir at our Killarney Park MB Church on

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 at 7:00 pm. Admission is by free will donation. The choir raises profile of the needs

of destitute children everywhere, but especially in Africa, and the present choir has special needs in that many are

from Kenya, and are concerned about family and friends back home.  Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy an

evening of musical ministry.

MB Herald    Who is making an impact for Christ in our denomination? Nominate someone today! These folks

"shine like stars in the universe, as they hold out the word of life" (Philippians 2:15-16). In 100 words or less, tell

us what they're doing to make a difference for God's kingdom. The top 10 entries will be published in the July

2008 issue of the MB Herald. Please include your name and address, as well as the nominee's name, church, and

photo. Email (redacted - please see website)  or write to 1310 Taylor Ave., Winnipeg, R3M 3Z6.

;;;;Mike and Connie Caron attended PGIMF  in the early 1990's and were part of a home group with the

Hildebrands, Hintzes, Beckers, and Lemkes. Mike is a mining engineer and Connie was actively involved with

BSF (? ed.).  Connie suffered a massive heart attack previously at their home in Richland, Washington and had

died. She was 55.  Mike wanted those who knew her to know, and he can best be reached by e-mail at (redacted -

available from webmaster on request)

Place of Refuge   Thank you to all who prayed for the Place of Refuge - Vancouver City Council gave their

approval on Feb. 14th and the five churches can now start making repairs on the house. Henry Schroeder from

Culloden (604) 263-1630 is coordinating volunteers. Some of the jobs include a construction supervisor,

carpenters, and sprinkler fitters, and more skills will be posted as they are needed.

Regent College    The free lectures at Regent College

begin again this Monday at 8:00 pm in the Chapel with

Craig Gay speaking from his new book in a lecture

entitled Dialogue: The Heart that Beats and the Centre

of Life.  Afterward will be a booksigning of his book

Dialogue, Catalogue & Monologue: Personal,

Impersonal and Depersonalizing Ways to Use Words. 

Free admission, all welcome, and come early for a good

seat 

You are all invited to the final Doctoral Solo Piano Recital of Kathryn Schmidt at the UBC School of Music,

in the Recital Hall on Sunday, March 9, at 3:00 p.m.  Kathryn explains she will still have several months of

work to do, so she’s still not "done", but it is a milestone.  The program is GORGEOUS and includes sonatas

by Mozart, Schubert, as well as some Liszt pieces based on Petrarch Sonnets, two Bach transcriptions on

famous choral works, and a lengthy jazz work, all demonstrating variety and virtuosity   Your prayers and

support are most welcome, and Kathryn looks forward to seeing you all on the 9th!!

We are sorry to be informed that Rovin Karuna

suffered a heart attack on Thursday.

Thankfully, as soon as he experienced chest

pains, he went to the doctor, was taken to MSA

hospital in Abbotsford, and damage was

minimized. He will be having an angioplasty in

another hospital shortly. His outlook on the

situation is truly positive. He welcomes our

prayer support, and hopes to have access to his

e-mail in several days, so e-mail messages

would be most encouraging.
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Confessing Our Sins

Leader: Sleepers awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.

People:  We have worked darkness, deceived ourselves and others with our

secret disobedience.

Leader:  In Christ, our light, everything becomes visible. So wake up! Rise from

the dead! Step into the light!

People:  Once we were darkness, but now in the Lord we are light.

Leader:  Walk then in the light, as children of light, bearing fruit in all that is

good and right and true.

(from Leader, Winter 2007/08)

1Samuel 16:1-13

1The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve

over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over

Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send

you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for

myself a king among his sons.’ 2Samuel said, ‘How

can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’ And the

Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have

come to sacrifice to the Lord.” 3Invite Jesse to the

sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and

you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.’
4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to

Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him

trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ 5He

said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord;

sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’

And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them

to the sacrifice.

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought,

‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.’
7But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his

appearance or on the height of his stature, because I

have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals

see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord

looks on the heart.’ 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and

made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has

the Lord chosen this one.’ 9Then Jesse made Shammah

pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this

one.’ 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before

Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not

chosen any of these.’ 11Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all

your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the

youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel

said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit

down until he comes here.’ 12He sent and brought him

in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was

handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for

this is the one.’ 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil,

and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and

the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from

that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to

Ramah.    [NRSV]
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John 9:1-41

1As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.
2His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man

or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 3Jesus

answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he

was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed

in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me

while it is day; night is coming when no one can work.
5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the

world.’ 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground

and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on

the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool

of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and

washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbours

and those who had seen him before as a beggar began

to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’
9Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No,

but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the

man.’ 10But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were

your eyes opened?’ 11He answered, ‘The man called

Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me,

“Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed

and received my sight.’ 12They said to him, ‘Where is

he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had

formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when

Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the

Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received

his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes.

Then I washed, and now I see.’ 16Some of the

Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does

not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a

man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they

were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man,

‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes he

opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and

had received his sight until they called the parents of

the man who had received his sight 19and asked them,

‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How

then does he now see?’ 20His parents answered, ‘We

know that this is our son, and that he was born blind;
21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor

do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of

age. He will speak for himself.’ 22His parents said this

because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had

already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be

the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.
23Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’

24 So for the second time they called the man who had

been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to God!

We know that this man is a sinner.’ 25He answered, ‘I

do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do

know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ 26They said

to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your

eyes?’ 27He answered them, ‘I have told you already,

and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it

again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’
28Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple,

but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has

spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know

where he comes from.’ 30The man answered, ‘Here is

an astonishing thing! You do not know where he

comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know

that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen

to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never

since the world began has it been heard that anyone

opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man

were not from God, he could do nothing.’ 34They

answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are

you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when

he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of

Man?’ 36He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so

that I may believe in him.’ 37Jesus said to him, ‘You

have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’
38He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him.
39Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so

that those who do not see may see, and those who do

see may become blind.’ 40Some of the Pharisees near

him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not

blind, are we?’ 41Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind,

you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We

see”, your sin remains.             [NRSV]


