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Lent I

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Andre
Pekovich, Ann Marie Neudorf will lead us in song, Kathryn Schmidt will be accompanying on the piano, and
Edward Epp is your usher.  Later we will hear from Hildegard Lemke, whose sermon will be entitled
“Meditations on the Downtown Eastside - a closer look”.  Children are welcome to join the primaries in the
nursery or our teachers in the Sunday School classes as they are available. Please join us after the service for
coffee and fellowship in the lounge - all are welcome.

Last Sunday  In the spectrum of interpretations of our biblical story from literal to figurative, one is sure to
bump into Gnostic attempts to obtain mystical knowledge about God.  Our human nature virtually compels it.
Kevin Hiebert’ journey through alternative theogenes - models of origin of the gods - illustrated the gulf between
orthodox Christianity and Gnosis, or self-knowledge.  Gnosticism is a  class of beliefs utilizing texts from
Egyptians, Mesoptamians, Platonic thought and others, for mystical purposes, hoping to awaken the “divine
spark” within.  For many years, our knowledge of Gnosticism came from heresiologists (Irenaeus & Augustine)
and their arguments, but in 1945 many Coptic texts (Nag Hammadi library) were discovered that gave additional
detail.  The Christian church regarded Gnosticism as a particularly dangerous heresy and destroyed its texts,
temples, practitioners, and as much as possible, any record of their existence, fearing their reinterpretation of the
biblical narrative to supercede the Christian message.  Kevin listed a number of Gnostic narratives, including
Hermetica, Mandeism, Manichaeism and Zoroastrianism that showed how complex, and ultimately confusing,
such beliefs were.  More, the Gnostic message generally satisfied only the elect, rather than all people, which
ultimately doomed it to the ash-can of history.  Five characteristics distinguish gnosticism from orthodox
Christianity: Gnosticism emphasizes knowledge as the way to salvation, whereas Christianity emphasizes the
grace of faith. Gnosticism distinguishes manifestations of divine character as multiple gods, where Christianity
emphasizes the unity of God with three faces and many names.  Gnosticism distinguishes divinity from the
Creator to account for evil where Christianity does not distinguish between them, but emphasizes the gift of love
that defeats evil.  Gnosticism claims strength from a wide variety of truths, making judging its accuracy difficult,
where Christianity uses fixed and acknowledged testaments to test the fruits of the spirit.  Gnosticism attempts to
transcend “mundane” life to attain divine life, where Christianity gives meaning to life through love to attain
divine life.  In the transfiguration story (Mark 9:2-9) God makes plain that his reward is not distant and
transcendent, but immanent and requires a response from us now, in this life.  The Corinthians failed to
understand this, being subverted by a branch of Gnosis, which is why Paul wrote his letters of correction.  
Would you rather try on your own to know enough to put your soul to rest, or would you rather put your faith in
Jesus?  Kevin suggests the reward lies in the second path. [AP] 

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded. 
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Upcoming speakers
March 12 Walter Bergen Lent II
March 19 Menno Simons Centre Students Lent III
March 26 Gareth Brandt Lent IV
April 2 Adria Holub Vizzi Lent V

�Please see your mailboxes for the nominating committee sheets and nominate your favourite for any of the
open positions!  New attenders are especially welcome nominate others or themselves.  Now is also the time to
start thinking about reports from all church officers.

PGIMF board meeting at Teichroebs, Thurday March 9th at 7:00 pm

Taize services   Please make a note of the new Taize services planned by Carmen Dyck and Jeff Schulz on
Wednesday evenings, beginning at 8:00 pm. March 22, 29, April 5, 12. Also needed are more musicians (guitar,
stringed or wind instrument). Contact Jeff or Carmen for more details or if you can help present the service.

The Wider Church
MBMSI    EXCITED TO BE HERE! Sandra Plett is MBMS
International’s new worker in Guadalajara, Mexico. She, along
with Jen Schmidt have just arrived on their field of service,
working with the team in Guadalajara. Pray for Sandra as she
diligently works at learning the language. Pray for a good
transition into the new culture, and for chances to quickly
make friends which will lead to opportunities to share Christ. 

SUOR ANGELICA with Opera Appassionata There will be
a Fundraising Event to benefit A Loving Spoonful 8pm on
Sunday, Mar. 5 at the First United Mennonite Church, 659 E.
52nd Ave and on International Women's Day, Wednesday,
Mar. 8 at St. Andrew's-Wesley United Church, 1012 Nelson.
Frank Klassen will be conducting Puccini's passionate story.  Tickets $25 s/s $20.  Reservations 604-312-3510 

Langley Mennonite Fellowship's Peace & Social Concerns Committee is hosting an evening with Greg Rollins
who recently returned from serving with Christian Peacemaker Teams in Iraq. He will speaking about CPT and
Iraq at LMF Sat Mar 11at 7:00 pm. 

Any church members wishing to receive the MB Herald who do not already do so, please let Andre know. 
There is no cost to members for this excellent publication.  Those who are not members but who wish to receive
it may do so for $15.00 plus GST per year.  The mailing list is being made up now, so call or e-mail soon. 

Emmanuel Mennonite Church is pleased to host
Peter Stucky, President of the Mennonite
Church of Colombia, who also pastors a local
congregation in Bogotá. His ministry includes
helping to build bridges between the illegal
armed groups of the left and of the right,
different political leaders, the military,
academics, farmers, and displaced persons.
Please join us for a dessert evening on Saturday,
March 18, 7pm in our banquet room, to hear
first-hand how the church in Colombia is dealing

Rosie has a Canadian friend who needs a temporary place to live in the Vancouver area while applying for jobs. She is a
Regent grad, was working for a church in Victoria but was let go as not being "a fit". As you know, people who work for
the church don't make much money, so she has no savings to pay rent while she's applying for other jobs in the lower
mainland. She was given a temporary place to stay with some friends south of the border while looking for work up here,
but on her last trip back down was turned back at the border and is now not allowed to re-enter the US for six months. So
she is desperately looking for some temp accommodation around here. If anyone has an unoccupied basement suite or
bedroom where she could stay for a month or two, rent free, please let Rosie know ASAP.
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MennoLetter from Jerusalem   There is a new edition of the MennoLetter from Jerusalem on the bulletin board
in the hall featuring the elections substantially won by Hamas.  Dr Glenn Witmer is MC Canada Witness’s man
on the ground and leads seminars, tours and peacemaking efforts on behalf of MC Canada in Israel and Palestine.

MCC    MCC has donated over 13,600 school kits to the New Sudan Council of Churches for distribution to
church-run primary and secondary schools throughout Southern Sudan. The school kits arrive at a time when over
500,000 refugees are expected to return to their home areas following the end of the 22 year civil war. Sudanese
refugees have identified that having well-supplied and functioning schools is a high priority for them before they
return home, so MCC's contribution will help make that possible.

MDS requires leadership volunteers for spring/summer. Head Cooks, Construction Foremen, Crew Leaders, and
Project Directors (MDS experience required for directors) committed to 2 months of volunteering are urgently
needed to keep our Gulf Coast projects open from April through to fall. Call toll free -1-866-261-1274 (Lois
Nickel) if you are available with these skills. A Leadership Training workshop is being held April 5 - 7 in Akron,
PA. Contact Lois Nickel, Administrative Coordinator, Extension Office - Winnipeg, 306 - 2265 Pembina Hwy or
call 866-261-1274 www.mds.mennonite.net  

musica intima, vocal chamber ensemble sings a traditional Choral Evensong for Lent, Sunday March 5th at 7:30
pm.  Please join St, Philip’s Anglican Church 3737 W. 27th Ave Vancouver for this event.  604-224-3238

BCMB Council of Church Leaders   Anybody wishing to attend next week’s Spring COCL meetings at
Columbia Bible College, March 9th at 7:00 pm please see Don.  This is the last meeting before the AGM and
the time when all the recommendations to be voted on at Convention are presented for your discernment.
Your attendance and input is valued and important.

Luke 18: 9 - 14

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in
themselves that they were righteous and regarded
others with contempt: 10‘Two men went up to the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a
tax-collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was
praying thus, “God, I thank you that I am not like other
people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this
tax-collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all

my income.” 13But the tax-collector, standing far off,
would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his
breast and saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!”
14I tell you, this man went down to his home justified
rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will
be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be
exalted.’
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1 Peter 3:18-22

 18That's what Christ did definitively: suffered because
of others' sins, the Righteous One for the unrighteous
ones. He went through it all - was put to death and then
made alive - to bring us to God.

    19He went and proclaimed God's salvation to earlier
generations who ended up in the prison of judgment
20because they wouldn't listen. You know, even though
God waited patiently all the days that Noah built his

ship, only a few were saved then, eight to be exact -
saved from the water by the water. 21The waters of
baptism do that for you, not by washing away dirt from
your skin but by presenting you through Jesus'
resurrection before God with a clear conscience.
22Jesus has the last word on everything and everyone,
from angels to armies. He's standing right alongside
God, and what he says goes. (The
Message)

Isaiah 53

1Who has believed what we have heard?
   And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
2For he grew up before him like a young plant,
   and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
   nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3He was despised and rejected by others;
   a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;
and as one from whom others hide their faces
   he was despised, and we held him of no account.

4Surely he has borne our infirmities
   and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
   struck down by God, and afflicted.
5But he was wounded for our transgressions,
   crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
   and by his bruises we are healed.
6All we like sheep have gone astray;
   we have all turned to our own way,
and the Lord has laid on him
   the iniquity of us all.

7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
   yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
   and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,

   so he did not open his mouth.
8By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
   Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living,
   stricken for the transgression of my people.
9They made his grave with the wicked
   and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence,
   and there was no deceit in his mouth.

10Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with
pain.
When you make his life an offering for sin,
   he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.
11   Out of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
   The righteous one, my servant, shall make many
righteous,
   and he shall bear their iniquities.
12Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,
   and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
   and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
   and made intercession for the transgressors. (NRSV)



Moderator—Don Teichroeb (604-221-8720); Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961);
 Pastoral Care—Herb Reesor (604-224-5245); John Friesen (604-266-7819) Music—Ruth Enns (604-987-7430)

Congregational Co-ordinator (bulletins)—Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007)

Call to worship

In days to come
   the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the
mountains.
Peoples shall stream to it,
  and many nations shall come and say:
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord,
   to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
   and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
   he shall judge between many peoples,
   and shall arbitrate between strong nations far
away;

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
   and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
   neither shall they learn war any more;
but they shall all sit under their own vines and
under their own fig trees,
   and no one shall make them afraid;
   for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has
spoken.
For all the peoples walk,
   each in the name of its god,
but we will walk in the name of the Lord our
God, for ever and ever.

(Micah 4:1-6 exerpts - NRSV)

Benediction

God be in my head
and in my understanding

God be in my eyes
and in my looking

God be in my mouth
and in my speaking
god be in my heart

and in my thinking
God be at my end

and at my departing.
Sarum Primer, 1558


