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RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon. You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed. The
response time will not be posted to the website. You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org E-mail: info@pgimf.org

March 6, 2005
Lent IV

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Rosie
Perera, Ann Marie Neudorf will be leading us in song, Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano, and Erna
Friesen is your usher. Later we will hear from Erica Thiessen, who will be speaking on ‘the journey into darkness
and listening to silence’. Janice Kreider and Katy Garden will be with the toddlers in the nursery, and Mark
Northey will be with the Sunday School class. Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the
lounge.

Last Sunday: Last Sunday, residents of The Menno Simons Centre provided a wonderful worship service by
leading our singing, presenting both the children's story and a mimed drama, leading our prayers and thinking.
Grant Hill (second-year Regent student and member of Abendmusik) spoke on 1 Samuel 7:1-14, an appropriate
story for the time of Lent. Samuel called Israel to return to the Lord--and they actually responded, on a national
scale. Consequently, they enjoyed victory over neighboring enemies without actually fighting. But this unusual
act of repentance was unfortunately not an immediate response to God. Instead, it represented the culmination of
decades of humiliations stemming from military loses, the loss and desecration of the ark itself, and even the
death of 70 Jewish men when the ark was improperly treated upon being returned. Israel's response to Samuel's
call might therefore largely be attributed to people simply being at their wits end, for there seemed to be no other
options left. We, like that generation of Israelites, need to discover that nobody can stand in the presence of the
Lord, and that our only hope is that the Lord will speak to us and offer us mercy, for even though our lives may
not be as troubled as theirs, we have no option left. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers

March 13 Henry Kliewer Teaching Nicodemus / Lent V
March 20 Janet Boldt The Upside Down King / Palm Sunday
March 27 J. Evan Kreider Easter Sunday
April 3 Dan Unrau -

����Abendmusik Lenten Vespers - Saturday March 19th at 8:00 pm in Abbotsford at Emmanuel Free Reformed

Church, and Sunday March 20th at 8:00 pm at Knox United church. Bring your friends

Your help is welcome after coffee to dispatch a mailing for the next Abendmusik concert. Please gather in the
lounge when you see the envelopes appear and lend your hands to the task.
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Sherbrooke Mennonite Church invites applications for a full-time position of Youth Pastor. Applicant should be:
• Enthusiastic, mission focused, person with a long-term vision for reaching out to young people inside and

outside the realm of the church.
• Ability to provide Christ-centred, biblically based and Anabaptist oriented discipleship training/teaching.
• Vision for integrated youth ministry in a Multicultural setting.
Duties would include:
• Taking responsibility to integrate youth ministry into the overall life, worship and service of the congregation.
• Be accountable to the congregation through the Senior Pastor and Church Council.
Application Deadline: April 1st, 2005, to start August 1st, 2005.

Search Committee
Sherbrooke M. Church
7155 Sherbrooke Street
Vancouver, BC, V5X 4E3

Ph. (604) 327-3913
Fax. (604) 321-3933
E-mail: {email available}

The Wider Church

MBMSI BUILDING LEADERSHIP IN PORTUGAL. Otto
and Marjorie Ekk are MBMS International workers in Portugal.
Much of their responsibility now revolves around training
leaders to be pastors, church planters and conference leaders.
Pray for wisdom, patience a heart of compassionate love as the
Ekks work toward this goal.

����Celebrate International Womens’ Day in a meaningful way

by supporting women singing for women in need! On Tues.
March 8, 7:30pm 14 women along with a Ladies choir will
perform SUOR ANGELICA to raise money for the Magdalene
Recovery Society at the First United Mennonite Church, 659 E. 52nd Ave. Refreshments after concert. Tickets
at door $10($5seniors&students) Info: Frank Klassen 604-321-6674

St Phillips Anglican Church will feature a concert by musica intima singing a traditioanl Choral Evensong for
Lent on Sunday March 6th at 7:30 pm. Come early for a good seat to 3737 W. 27th Ave., Vancouver or call (604)
224-3238 for more information

����The Quiet Heart: Contemplative Retreat on Contemplative Prayer and Silence as a rule of life At Warm

Beach Camp, Stanwood, WA April 18-20. With Kathy Bence, explore Teresa of Avila’s four ways of praying
and spend time enjoying God’s presence. To reserve your contemplative time at Warm Beach, call 800-228-
6724.

Gallery 7's Fifth Annual One Act Play Festival Opens March 11 for one week, featuring three Easter plays by
Lawrence Enscoe that take a fictional look at the reactions of seven individuals towards the crucifixion of Jesus.
In the first play, Claudia, Pilate's wife attempts to convince her husband that Jesus should be set free. Where He

Lies tells the story of three Roman soldiers who wait out the Sabbath in an old tavern, wrestling through the guilt
they feel over having executed an innocent man. Finally, in Third Day's Mourning, the women first to Jesus'
tomb struggle in hiding to understand the purpose behind the horrific events of the past two days. Call 604-504-
5922 or click on: www.gallery7theatre.com/season/boxoffice.html for more information or to purchase tickets.

Hello,
My name is Alison Dyck, I am moving to
Vancouver from Edmonton at the beginning
of April and am looking for a room to rent
that is under $500/month. I don't know many
people in Vancouver and I would really like
to live with other Mennonites. I grew up
Mennonite and attended CMBC and Conrad
Grebel. I heard about PGIMF through Norm
Kaethler. Please contact me at
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Remember there are several excellent conference newsletters out every month that deserve your attention.
• Glenn Witmer’s MennoLetter from Jerusalem at www.mennonitechurch.ca/news/jerusalemletter/ has the

latest on the ground about Israel ceasing some housing demolitions, the Palestinian street’s opinion of
Abu Mazen and the new leadership of Hamas, and the success of one shepherd and non-violent
resistance.

• Global Bridge newsletter at www.mbmission.org/stories_newsletter.php Give the latest on Teams 3 and
4 of Operation Rebuilding Lives in Thailand a well as opportunities for service.

Please join the Thomas Merton Society for Merton in the Morning--part of a series of informal Saturday
morning talks and discussions on selected writings by Thomas Merton. In a well-known quotation from
Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander, Merton says that if he can unite in himself the various Christian traditions, he
can prepare in himself the reunion of divided Christians. In a parallel quotation from the same book, he says that
if he affirms himself as a Catholic merely by denying other traditions, he will end up with "no breath of the
Spirit" with which to affirm his Catholicism. Don Grayston, Anglican priest, director of the Pacifica Jubilee
Program at VST, and former professor in humanities at SFU, will offer Merton's simple contemplative
methodology (experience, reflection, integration, return to experience) as a way beyond our contemporary
divisions to a deeper experience of human community. Everyone welcome! Sat. Mar. 12, 2005, 10:00 am at the
Canadian Memorial Church & Centre for Peace, 1825 West 16th Avenue, Vancouver, BC. Info: 604-669-2546
or email or see www.merton.ca.

Free Tickets!!!

The Manager of Publicity & Promotion for Alliance Atlantis and Odeon Films for the West Coast is
promoting the wonderful new film 'Saint Ralph' starring Campbell Scott, Gordon Pinsent, and Jennifer Tilly.
The story is about a young boy who attends a Catholic school in the 1950's who is told his sick mother needs
a miracle to get better. At the same time he's told it would take a miracle to win the Boston marathon. He
puts two and two together and with a little faith, purity and prayer, decides Boston will be the miracle to
save his mom. It's about hope and believing, against all odds, in the endless potential of the human spirit.

The film will be released April 1st in Vancouver. We're holding several advance screenings the film and
would love to invite your group to one of these screenings. Saint Ralph has captured the hearts and minds of
both the young and old along the lines of 'Billy Elliot'. Because of the spiritually uplifting themes in the film
we would love your help to promote the release. Please let me know if you would like to see the film. We
would be honoured by your attendance.

Owen Cameron
Manager, Publicity & Promotion, West Coast
Alliance Atlantis* Motion Picture Distribution / Odeon Films
Direct: 604-714-0100 Fax: 604-714-0122

****Please coordinate group through Andre
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Psalm 139

For the director of music. Of David. A psalm.

1 O LORD , you have searched me
and you know me.

2 You know when I sit and when I rise;
you perceive my thoughts from afar.

3 You discern my going out and my lying down;
you are familiar with all my ways.

4 Before a word is on my tongue
you know it completely, O LORD .

5 You hem me in-behind and before;
you have laid your hand upon me.

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
too lofty for me to attain.

7 Where can I go from your Spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence?

8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.

9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn,
if I settle on the far side of the sea,

10 even there your hand will guide me,
your right hand will hold me fast.

11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me
and the light become night around me,"

12 even the darkness will not be dark to you;
the night will shine like the day,
for darkness is as light to you.

13 For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother's womb.

14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully

made;
your works are wonderful,
I know that full well.

15 My frame was not hidden from you
when I was made in the secret place.
When I was woven together in the depths of

the earth,
16 your eyes saw my unformed body.

All the days ordained for me
were written in your book
before one of them came to be.

17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!

18 Were I to count them,
they would outnumber the grains of sand.
When I awake,
I am still with you.

19 If only you would slay the wicked, O God!
Away from me, you bloodthirsty men!

20 They speak of you with evil intent;
your adversaries misuse your name.

21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD ,
and abhor those who rise up against you?

22 I have nothing but hatred for them;
I count them my enemies.

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my anxious thoughts.

24 See if there is any offensive way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.

[NIV]


