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March 30, 2003 

 
Today:  Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship on this fourth Sunday of Lent.  Our service is 
led by Don Teichroeb, Nubia Martens will be leading us in song and Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the 
piano. Later we will hear from Rebecca Sack who will be speaking on John 16 - “The work of the Spirit - 
Christ’s Peace”. Sue Greenstreet is in charge of children’s church, and Richard Stobbe and Charmaine Weins 
will be with the toddlers.  Today is Potluck in honour of the year-end for the students at Menno Simons 
Centre, and you are all welcome to stay and eat with us.   
 
Last Sunday:   Veronica Dyck took us through one of the chapters of John that is most difficult for me.  Her 
sermon “Abide in My Love” took us through a difficult text that presents our lives as trials to be suffered for 
Christ and gave us several hooks to hang our modern lives on.  
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.  
 
House Groups:   The “Every Other Monday” house group will be meeting this Monday March 31 at the 
Teichroebs.  All are welcome.   
 
Upcoming speakers 
 
April 6   Don Teichroeb  John 17: Jesus prays for his students (Lent V)  
April 13  Kevin Hiebert  John 18: Jesus is betrayed and judged   (Lent VI)  
April 20  Easter Sunday  Music and readings 
April 27  Jeremy Schmidt  Guesses for grabs? 
 
Prayer requests:   [ask for details].   
 
The Wider Church 
 
From MBMS International:   INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARIES. Pray today for Phone Keo & 
Chansone Keovilay, MBMS International missionaries to Thailand and North America. They work closely 
with Butler Church in Fresno and the MBMSI team in northern Thailand developing leadership training 
courses and seminars.  
 
Bethel Church of Langley needs your help.   Pat and Rad Hounphan will be returning to B.C. from Thailand 
this summer with their two children. Bethel is their home church and has supported them in Thailand for 
many years. They are returning to B.C. to make arrangements for their daughter Rachel to go to UBC in the 
fall. They are planning to be in B.C. from mid June to the beginning of September. Bethel is looking for 
housing for them during this time.  If you have an apartment, home or accommodations available for them we 
would greatly appreciate your help.  Please contact Bethel at 604-856-8454 or e-mail [e-mail available]. 
 
Columbia Bible College would like to welcome you to our annual Commencement Ceremony on Saturday 
April 19th at 1:30 pm in Columbia Place.  
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News ‘n’ Notes Doubtless the eagle-eyed among you who have already received the News’n’Notes for April 
2003 will have noted that it says March 2003. This is a common computing error in reality known as a 
‘mistake’. Please read it anyway.   Janette Thiessen “swears” it will not happen again. (Risky behaviour for a 
Mennonite, that.)   
 
 
George and Victoria Hobson enjoyed themselves immensely at our church these past few weeks.  They were 
touched that so many people expressed interest in their work in Africa and wanted to contribute.  They have 
four projects, two in Burundi and two in Rwanda, deserving of every bit of help they can get.  Contributions 
may be made through Rosie Perera who will see that it gets to each mission.  In this bulletin you will find a 
short synopsis of the second project.  If you can’t wait, you will also find the complete invitation on the 
bulletin board in the back hall. 
 
 
 
Sim on Guillebaud is a young English m issionary in Burundi who works for CMS, the Church 
Mission Society.  He com es from  three generat ions of m issionaries in Burundi, knows the 
Burundian people well and loves them  passionately.  His great -grandfather and great -aunt  
t ranslated the Bible into Kirundi.  The CMS sends team s to do grassroots evangelism  in the 
count ryside, and works extensively with orphans and AIDS vict im s.  Sim on and the other CMS 
workers are on the front  lines, working in the poorer parts of the capital cit y and in the 
count ryside, where they are often in danger from  rebel at tacks and m alaria.  They frequent ly 
give from  their own m eagre supplies to those who have nothing, and would certainly use wisely 
and effect ively any cont r ibut ions they received. 
 
 
 
Today’s Bible reading is from John 16: 
http://www.biblegateway.com/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&passage=John+16&version=NIV 
 
  



Moderator—Erna Friesen (604-266-7819);  Worship—Henry Neufeld (604-946-3961); Music—Eric Hannan (604-325-5065) 
Pastoral Concerns—Herb Reesor (604-224-5245), Sue Dudoward (604-876-4114) 

Congregational Co-ordinator(bulletins)—Karen Peters (604-264-1753); Andre Pekovich (604-879-0007) 

 

The War in Iraq A response from Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC) 

           
 

March 20, 2003 
  
 
 The military invasion of Iraq endangers the lives of millions of Iraqis and others, damages efforts toward international 
peace and justice, and diminishes the witness of the Christian church. We are acutely saddened by these developments.  
As part of the Mennonite and Brethren In Christ churches in North America we recommit ourselves to Christ’s way of 
peace, love and justice for all people, including those in Iraq. 
  
 The Christian church is called to take risks for those who suffer (Matt. 25), for those who are hungry (Matt. 14), and for 
the enemy (Matt. 5).  Because of this calling, MCC will sponsor food and material aid shipments to Iraq and will 
continue to advocate on behalf of people who are suffering because of this war. We will continue to pray for an end to 
hostilities and for the safety of all people involved in this war. 
  
 We call on the church and national leaders to focus attention on the humanitarian crisis facing the Iraqi people and 
others in the region and to advocate peaceful, just resolutions. 
  
 MCC has been involved in Iraq since 1991 and the time of the first Gulf War.  The war and its aftermath has caused 
great suffering for the people of Iraq. We are saddened that this war may make a difficult situation worse. 
  
 We acknowledge that MCC does not carry the responsibility of national officials and diplomats to broker international 
peace and security.  But our extensive international involvement, including more than 50 years experience in the Middle 
East, and our faith in God and God’s love for all people, leads us to do everything possible to prevent more war and 
bloodshed. 
  
 We call on the church and national leaders to recognize that this invasion has the potential to further weaken 
international systems, such as those designed to avert war and encourage dialogue and negotiation.  
   
 This military response may bring not only death and destruction, but increased anti-American and anti-Western 
sentiment, spreading the kinds of convictions and passions that so often lead to further violence and destruction. We 
recognize the weakening of civil liberties for immigrant communities and people of Arab descent within the United 
States and call on the church to respond with compassion. 
  
 We understand this war brings disagreement within the church over how the church should respond.  Our prayer is that 
the church will focus on Christ’s way of peace, humility and justice and will do all within its power to end this war and 
the suffering of the Iraqi people. We pray for peace with justice throughout the Middle East and in North America. 
  
 Larry Guengerich  
 Mennonite Central Committee 
 Media and Education Coordinator 
 (717) 859-1152 #282 
 http://www.mcc.org 
 

 


