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POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

May 14, 2006
Fifth Sunday after Easter

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Henry
Neufeld ,J. Evan Kreider will lead us in song, Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano and Peter Neudorf is
your usher. Later we will hear from Henry Hildebrand who will be speaking on Psalm 139, vv 1-3 and 13-16. 
Please each of you feel free to honour your mother by placing a flower in the vase provided at the front. Please
join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge. Children are welcome to join the primaries in the
nursery or our teachers in the Sunday School classes as they are available. 

Last Sunday   On May 7, 2006, Rovin Karuna spoke on "Islam in a contemporary Christian society." Rovin
began by reminding us that of the some 700 million adherents to Islam, only the negative actions of handfuls of
individuals from five or so countries ever come to our attention. The rest are ordinary folks in so many ways. The
fear that Muslims will eventually take over Europe is unfounded because the religion seems to spread like most
other religions, primarily through birth. Rovin then suggested a number of areas in which the faiths of Muslims
and Christians will never find common ground (one God vs Trinity, Jesus is a prophet vs Jesus is one with God,
differing concepts of life after death, etc.) That said, the primary wall separating Christians and Muslims is most
likely economic rather than creedal. Taken as a whole, too many Muslims unfortunately tend to be members of
the world's poorest and least well-educated groups (though certain countries with relatively small populations are
oil-rich for the moment). Rovin asks that we learn to look beyond media portrayals of Islam and Islamic politics,
and that we set aside fears promoted by people claiming Islam will eventually overcome Christianity. God is in
charge. And if Sri Lanka tells us anything, it is that Christians and Muslims can enjoy close contact for centuries,
in relative peace. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
May 21 Evan Kreider -
May 28 Church Retreat No service
June 4 Don Teichroeb June 4th
June 11 J. Evan Kreider Trinity Sunday

Coffee hour signup!   Our regular year for food groups having come to an end, we now rely on volunteers to
supply coffee during the summer season.  Please see the coffee signup sheet on the bulletin board in the back of
the church to sign up to provide coffee during the summer.  It is our greatest outreach, some would say, and one
in need of constant volunteers over the summer. but if you would like to bring baking, that is also much
appreciated. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response
time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the
time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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The Wider Church
MBMSI    JAPANESE YOUTH NEED JESUS. Pray today for David Reimer, MBMS International missionary
to Japan. David is an ESL (English as a Second Language) instructor, working alongside the Japan Mennonite
Brethren Church. Pray the Holy Spirit to break through the barriers and idols of Buddhism. 

Regent Tradition Conference 2006.  We
are delighted to welcome Emeritus faculty
Gordon Fee and Paul Stevens as the
featured speakers to sit under their
teaching on the subject of Down-to-Earth
Spirituality. This fourth Regent Tradition
Conference will not only honour our
retired faculty, but will also provide a
wonderful learning opportunity for the
wider Christian community.  Four
sessions, May 27th from 9:00 am to 4:30
pm.  For more details or to register, see
www.regent-college.edu/events/conferences/tradition06/intro.html 

Memorial Cemetery Tour & Faspa presented by the Mennonite Historical Society of BC. Sunday, 21 May
2006. Once again we will honour our forbearers this year at the Maclure Rd. Mennonite Cemetery. Tributes will
begin at 2:30 pm at the Maclure Road Mennonite Cemetery and Faspa will be held at 5:00 pm at the Bakerview
MB Church with Dr. John B. Toews. Tickets for the Faspa $5:00 from the MHSBC office. 604-853-6177.

Regent College free lectures.  Come hear Rod Wilson speak on How Do I Help a Hurting Friend?  Wednesday,
May 17, 8:00 pm in the chapel at Regent College.  Come early to get a good seat.  Admission free.
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MCC - Black Creek Festival!  May 27th - Black Creek Recreation Park and Community Hall, 2001 Black Creek
Road. Come join us for a fun day of activities for the whole family! Auction, children's activities, rummage and
plant sales, and terrific food. Start with breakfast at 8 am and stay all day!

Come join ALICE PARKER, Clinician in a seminar
"Strengthening Congregational Song".  Alice, though best
known for her work with Robert Shaw, has arranged hundreds
of hymns and songs, more than a dozen of which are in our
own hymnal. This seminar, held at St. Mary's Kerrisdale
Anglican Church, 2490 W. 37th Ave. (at Larch) will focus on
hymn texts for lectionary readings for Sunday May 21st and for
Pentecost, and will take place on Thursday May 18th,
7:30-9:30pm. $7 single/$5 for 5 or more. Please pre-register:

Gathering 2006 

Registration will begin on May 1, 2006. The registration form and information will be on the back page of
the April 28 edition of the MB Herald. Registration will be available on-line on May 1, 2006 at
www.mbconf.ca/gathering2006.  The constitution was also distributed to all churches via the Quarterly
Mailer on March 1, 2006 and a paper copy should be available from your church office. All churches may
send one delegate per 25 members, plus one pastoral delegate, according to our constitution. For more
information on Gathering 2006 or to register on-line see www.mbconf.ca/gathering2006 .  Michelle Penner,
Executive Secretary, Canadian Conference of MB Churches.
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����Come hear a brilliant pianist play a solo piano recital as a part of her doctoral work. Kathryn Koslowsky
Schmidt will play a beautifully melodic program of "love" pieces by Schumann, Haydn and “this really cool
Spanish composer named Granados. Ole!” Saturday, May 27th at 8:00 p.m.   School of Music Recital Hall (UBC
Campus). Free admission.

����Mendelssohn's ELIJAH is one of the greatest Oratorios of all time. You can SING ALONG on August 20th!
To register for weekly or intense rehearsals call Frank Klassen at 604-910-2907 or email  

PGIMF Church Retreat

You are invited to attend the annual PGIMF Church Retreat scheduled for May 26-28 (Friday evening til
Sunday afternoon) at Camp Luther.  The theme this year is “Whatever the Question, Community is the
Answer.”   The cost for the retreat is $75 per person for the weekend, and $35 per child (age 3-15 years and
includes all lodging and meals.  As is our custom, PGIMF will cover the cost of the retreat for those who are
not able to contribute the full (or any) amount, and you are requested to make sure the cost is not a barrier to
your attendance.  We really want to see you there!  Please e-mail Kris Schmidt at
 and let him know if you plan to attend for the whole weekend, what sleeping
arrangements you require, and how the church can help.  Deadline for signup is May 15th.  Last year was a
wonderful time with a balance of rest, play, fellowship and instruction, and this year should be more of the
same.

God’s People Tour

Jack Suderman, the new moderator of Mennonite Church Canada, is making a tour of all the congregations in
Canada. He (and Janet Plenert, chair of MC Canada - Witness {Mission} programme) would like to meet with
PGIMF on Friday May 26th at 9:00 am for 90 minutes.
 
His agenda is fourfold - 
• How are you? Are you as a congregation encouraged? Or discouraged? Why? What are you doing?
• Where does your congregation’s energy go? What would you like me to know about? 
• Is there anything that you really want me or Mennonite Church Canada to know or hear about? Any

concern you may have? What are you needs? 
• Is there some way we can help you better?
•
Jack would encourage everybody who has an interest in how our church relates (or can relate) to the national
conference to come to this event. Written submissions will be accepted in the event you are unable to be there. 

The meeting will be at the Menno Simons Centre in the chapel. Everyone is invited.  For more information on
the "God's People Tour", please see: 
http://mennonitechurch.ca/news/releases/2006/02/Release05.htm
http://mennonitechurch.ca/files/events/tour2006/TourLetter.pdf 

RSVP to  Andre Pekovich
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Psalm 139

To the leader. Of David. 
A Psalm.

1O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
2You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
   you discern my thoughts from far away.
3You search out my path and my lying down,
   and are acquainted with all my ways.
4Even before a word is on my tongue,
   O Lord, you know it completely.
5You hem me in, behind and before,
   and lay your hand upon me.
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
   it is so high that I cannot attain it.

7Where can I go from your spirit?
   Or where can I flee from your presence?
8If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
   if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
9If I take the wings of the morning
   and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
10even there your hand shall lead me,
   and your right hand shall hold me fast.
11If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me,
   and the light around me become night’,
12even the darkness is not dark to you;
   the night is as bright as the day,
   for darkness is as light to you.

13For it was you who formed my inward parts;
   you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made.
   Wonderful are your works;
that I know very well.
15   My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
   intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written
   all the days that were formed for me,
   when none of them as yet existed.
17How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
   How vast is the sum of them!
18I try to count them—they are more than the sand;
   I come to the end—I am still with you.

19O that you would kill the wicked, O God,
   and that the bloodthirsty would depart from me—
20those who speak of you maliciously,
   and lift themselves up against you for evil!
21Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord?
   And do I not loathe those who rise up against you?
22I hate them with perfect hatred;
   I count them my enemies.
23Search me, O God, and know my heart;
   test me and know my thoughts.
24See if there is any wicked way in me,
   and lead me in the way everlasting.


