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RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded. 

POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

May 15, 2005
Pentecost

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Henry
Neufeld, Rosie Perera will lead us in song, Kathryn Schmidt will be accompanying on the piano, and Rovin
Karuna is your usher.  Later we will hear from Jake Buhler who sermon is entitled “Touching the Enemy”. 
Louise and Jake left their professions in Saskatoon to serve with MCC in Thailand and Vietnam from 1981 to
1987. They remained in Asia living in Bangkok and Hanoi until 2002, Jake working with the Canadian Embassy
and Louise with Bread for the World Germany. Last summer they spent 3 months in North Korea working with
37 academics. They have 2 daughters, Sarah and Elizabeth, and one grandson.   Please note, there will be no
Sunday School for the primaries this week or next. Ken Friesen & Danica Thiessen are with the toddlers.   Please
join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge. 

Last Sunday:   Last Sunday, David Giesbrecht (formerly librarian at Columbia Bible College and Regent
College, and father of Karen, who led the worship service) spoke on "The Church as Community". When Jesus
needed a retreat, he went to Caesarea Philippi, a non-Jewish civic center in which Herod constructed a great
temple to Caesar and 14 temples to Baal. In this confused religious environment, Jesus asked friends what people
had been thinking about him. When Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus decided that his movement
would not focus on building temples like those in Caesarea Philippi, but his church would be built on people like
Peter (or better, on those who accepted his confession). Later the metaphor was developed further to say that the
church is built of living stones. The ecclesia was an elected assembly in Athens which met about 30 times a year
to consider how to help people. Early Christians used the word "ecclesia" for church, but we seem to have moved
away from the primacy of helping people. One might also look at the church as the Bride of Christ, but whatever
our point of view, we must remember that Christ (not we) is responsible for his church. Even though we do not
own the church, we should not give up on it when things go badly wrong. We should work so that the church is
the place where wholesome action is initiated. For example, the word "Shalom" appears about 250 times in
Hebrew scripture. Practicing the type of peace explained in Luke 6.27-31 should be the goal of today's church
("Love your enemies"). Christ's ideas were so radical that he was thrown out of church. Today's Christians are
actually more comfortable with the thinking of those who expelled Jesus than they are with the more difficult
teachings of Jesus. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
May 22 J. Evan Kreider -
May 29 PGIMF Church retreat at Camp Luther
June 5 Veronica Dyck -
June 12 Pat & Rad Houmphan -
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From the “Amazing!” Department...
Dear friends,
I greatly enjoy the sermons that you post on your website. I
have now been listening to them for several months. Could
you please tell me who spoke and what was the subject on
the following days:  Sunday 5th December 2004 and Sunday
19th December 2004. Please keep on the good work.
Thanks again,
A. R.
Edinburgh, Scotland

...A Reply has been Sent  ����

The Wider Church
MBMSI   TREK TO TRUJILLO. Bob and Erika Sukkau are MBMS International missionaries in Peru.
They ask prayer for the TREK team which is there for 3 ½ months. Pray they will be able to relate to the
youth. Pray for the balance of funds needed to build the 1st floor of the new Trujillo Church building.

MCC SCS sponsors a workshop on “supporting people with mental health issues in your congregation with Dr.
John Toews (U of Calgary). He has worked for years at understanding the interface between faith and mental
illness.  Develop conceptual models of support and share stories.  Tuesday June 7 from 9am - 4pm at CBC,
Abbotsford, and Wed. Jun 8 from 9am - 4pm at Willingdon church.  To register, call 1-800-622-5455 or e-mail mccscs.com

����  Pope John Paul II and Mother Theresa have left their mark on the world...with your help, SUOR
ANGLELICA will leave a mark on Vancouver. Come see this gripping 20 min. opera about an italian nun and
enable the Magdalene Recovery Society to better serve the needy women and their children on the Vancouver
East Side. May 20th, 7:30pm at St. Andrew's Wesley United Church, Nelson at Burrard

Please note the information on the bulletin board in the hall for “Walking in Mission” church conference with
Jack Suderman and the MC Canada Witness Team on May 27-8 at Peace Church and June 3-4 at Cedar Valley. 
This is a must for anybody interested in the Missional Church.

�  Please see the bulletin board in the hall for an
opportunity to serve with Wayne Northey (Mark’s dad)
and M2W2.  Christ asked “Whom shall I send?”  Is he
asking you?

Regent Bookstore Events  Thurs., May 19 8:00 pm 
Steve Stockman U2: Did They Come Here to Play
Jesus? Booksigning will follow.  Wed., May 18 Darrell
Johnson Come, Lord Jesus: The Cry that Moves History
(Revelation 6-8) (booksigning)  All lectures begin at
8:00 and are held in the Regent College Chapel.
 
Dr. Gary Smalley (with son Michael Smalley, M.A)
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presents The DNA of Relationships Seminar a new, practical & humorous seminar.  Learn from 6 seminar topics
over 2 nights (three 45 minute sessions per night with breaks):
• How to eliminate the #1 cause of relational conflict 
• Four ways to create a safe place for love, to control your emotions and greatly lower your stress level 
• Three key choices that bring you complete happiness in life 
• The most powerful communication method on earth 
• How to build satisfying relationships with others including spouse, kids, co-workers and neighbours 
Seminar held June 6th & 7th from 6:30 - 9:45 pm at Broadway Church, 2700 E. Broadway, Vancouver. For more
information or to register see  www.worshipvancouver.com or call Beracah Productions @ (604) 879-1124 

Canada Hosts Unique MDS Summer Youth Project

During the summer of 2004, 6 church youth groups journeyed to Barriere/Louis Creek in northern BC to build
sheds and do landscaping for Firestorm 2003 survivors. In October 2004 the Region V (Canadian) MDS Board
agreed to pursue opportunities in Canada for further summer youth projects even though they might need to be
unique in nature due to a lack of major natural disasters in Canada. MDS representatives encountered such an
opportunity with PRAXIS (MCC). Praxis works to find volunteers for various projects in downtown Vancouver.
One such project is the Dodson Hotel.  The Dodson is a single-resident occupancy hotel over 100 years old. It
has been bought by two Christians and is now being reconstructed from bottom up. Many of the residents are
Native Canadians and seniors - some of whom have lived in unacceptable conditions there for up to 28 years. 
Three youth groups will travel to Vancouver and work at renovations under the leadership of MDS and Praxis
together. The hotel management, Praxis/MDS volunteers, and the residents themselves will work to gut rooms,
paint hallways, create a community kitchen on the main floor, install new/safe doors, etc. In the late afternoons
and early evenings, Praxis will conduct field trips and classroom teaching of what it means to live in the
downtown of a large urban centre without a steady income. Can YOU buy lunch for $2 and survive? Have you
tried the food at a soup kitchen? These youth will! The youth will be staying at the Grace Chinese Mennonite
Church a few kms away.  Donations marked "Summer Youth Project" sent to the MDS Winnipeg office will help
fund this unique service opportunity for our young people this summer!

Prayer for the World: 15 May 2005

Leader: Almighty God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit
As a united world-wide Body of believers, we are gathered
today
To honour and glorify Your Name.
We bow before Your throne of Grace and acknowledge that
You are the Creator of heaven and earth. You existed
through all eternity and in You all things hold together.
There is no-one like You, holy and righteous in all Your
ways,
Merciful, gracious, longsuffering and abounding in goodness
and truth.
We submit to Your authority and sovereignty as the King of
the Universe
And pray with one voice to enthrone You in our hearts.

All: Lord God, You alone are worthy of our praise and
adoration. We worship You.

Men:Our Father in heaven, thank You that You so loved the
world
That You gave Your only Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the
cross for our sins
So that we could be reconciled with You. Thank You that we

now have the right to call You Father because of our faith in
Jesus Christ as our Saviour and that nothing, not even
principalities and powers are able to separate us from Your
love which You demonstrated in Your Son, Jesus Christ.

 All: Thank You Father for adopting us into Your family. We
now cry, Abba Father!

Women: Lord Jesus Christ, You alone are worthy to open
the scrolls of history
For You were slain and have redeemed us to the Father by
Your blood.
Thank You for interceding for us as our High Priest.
As we stand before You from many tribes and nations
We confess that You are Head of the Church
And Lord of every created thing in the heavens,
On the earth and in the waters under the earth.
Come and take up Your inheritance in every nation of this
world.
Let Your Kingdom be established in every nation of this
world
So that governments will rule with righteousness and justice.
Let Your glory cover the earth as the waters cover the seas
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And Your gospel be made known to every person on this
earth.

All: Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that You are our Saviour.
Father of mercy and grace.
We acknowledge that we have sinned
And that the world is gripped by the power of sin.
Our hearts are grieved by the injustice and hatred,
The bloodshed, violence, anger, resentment,
Racism, oppression, greed and selfishness.
We weep because of the loss of innocent lives
In war and terrorism, abortion, persecution and senseless
murders.
Our hearts are broken by every rejection of Christ as Lord
and Saviour.
We come before Your throne of grace and ask for mercy and
help.

All: God of mercy, please pour out Your grace and forgive us
for our sins.

Men: Lord of all, we confess that we can do nothing apart
from You.
On this Pentecost, pour out Your Spirit on all flesh.
Empower the Church to be transformed into the image of
Jesus Christ.
Release Your power to bring healing to the sick,
For and end to the AIDS pandemic.
Freedom to the demonized,
Comfort to those who mourn
And release for those who are oppressed.
Come and melt the hearts of people to love again.
Stir the church to enfold the weak, the orphans, the widows
and elderly,
to comfort them.
Stir Your church to hear the cries of the homeless, the
hungry, the
helpless and the dying.
Display Your mercy and provide in our needs.
Give us wisdom and insight in every sphere of life
So that we will find the answers to the needs of the world.
Help us to use the resources of the earth for the well-being
of all.
Pour Your love into our hearts and fill us with compassion

And let the power of the Holy Spirit characterize our lives.

All: Holy Spirit, we need Your comfort and guidance. Come
and transform our hearts.

Women: Lord Jesus Christ, Name above all names
You have defeated all powers of evil
And had declared that the gates of hell will not prevail
against the Church.
We pray for deliverance from demonic oppression,
For the tearing down of the strongholds and ideologies
For the overthrow of terrorism an persecution
That hinder and resist the spreading of the knowledge of
God.
We resist the plan of Satan to keep nations in darkness
And pray that You will remove the veil that covers the
peoples.
We ask for open doors so that the gospel can enter into
every nation.
Restrain the evil that promotes violence and death.
Break the hold of slavery and tyranny.
Fill us with courage to fearlessly and faithfully preach Your
Word.
Give us Your Spirit of prayer and supplication to cry on
behalf of the lost.

 
All: Almighty God, deliver us from evil and the Evil One.
King of Glory, we invite You come to the nations of the world.
Together we cry:  "Lift up your heads, O you gates.
Be lifted up ancient doors!
So that the King of Glory may enter in."
King of Kings, You will be exalted among the nations of the
earth.
We now join our hearts with all the believers across the
whole world,
From Africa, North and South America, Asia, Europe,
Australia and
Pacific Islands,
We lift our voices together in unison:
The Spirit and the Bride say: "Come Lord Jesus."
Amen.

Lamentations 1:21-22

21 "People have heard my groaning,
but there is no one to comfort me. 
All my enemies have heard of my distress; 
they rejoice at what you have done. 
May you bring the day you have announced 
so they may become like me. 

22 "Let all their wickedness come before you; 
deal with them 
as you have dealt with me 
because of all my sins. 
My groans are many 
and my heart is faint."




