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May 21, 2006
Sixth Sunday after Easter

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Jackie
Bolen, Edwin Hintz  will lead us in song, Kathryn Schmidt will be accompanying on the piano and Rovin Karuna
is your usher. Later we will hear from J. Evan Kreider who will be speaking on the command to love one another
from John 15:9-17.    Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge. Children are
welcome to join the primaries in the nursery or our teachers in the Sunday School classes as they are available. 

Last Sunday   Henry HildebrandOn May 14, 2006, Henry Hildebrand spoke on "Stewardship of the Body".  We
can more fully understand God by both looking at scripture and by looking at that which God has created,
especially humans. Spirituality must therefore never be separate from life. In that regard, the body is a gift from
God. The poet responsible for Psalm 139 reminds us that we are not the result of a cosmic accident, but rather,
our very bodies were formed secretly by God, hand-made. Our bodies are in fact most remarkably created, having
eyes with some 107 million cells capable of distinguishing 1,000 shades of colour. We are asked to be good
caretakers (stewards) of our wonderful bodies. Perhaps nothing speaks quite so highly of the human body as does
the willingness of God to become incarnate in a human body like ours. But modern times are presenting
challenges to people interested in caring for their bodies. Opportunities for drug abuse abound near public school
grounds, smoking and excess drinking take their tolls, as does obesity resulting from an excess of eating and a
lack of exercise. Then there is the whole question of healing the body. The accounts telling of Jesus healing
people only indicate that he restored them to health, he did not enhance their bodies. But technology is starting to
offer bodies opportunities for enhancements, some of which promise that the body will more nearly conform to a
societal physical ideal, while others (artificial blood) might help with diseases. Christians are constantly
challenged to reflect on these and other technological changes and opportunities. When trying to be good
stewards of our bodies, how far should we go, what sort of guidelines might our faith and understanding of God
have to offer us? [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
May 28 Henry Neufeld Ascension Sunday  - communion
June 4 J. Evan Kreider Pentecost
June 11 J. Evan Kreider Trinity Sunday
June 18 Veronica Dyck -

����Regrettably, the solo piano recital of “love pieces” by Kathryn Koslowsky Schmidt has been postponed until
September.  Stay tuned for more news as it happens.

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Coffee hour signup!   Our regular year for food groups
having come to an end, we now rely on volunteers to
supply coffee during the summer season.  Please see the
coffee signup sheet on the bulletin board in the back of
the church to sign up to provide coffee during the
summer.  It is our greatest outreach, some would say, and
one in need of constant volunteers over the summer. but if
you would like to bring baking, that is also much
appreciated. 

The Wider Church
MBMSI   BACK FROM MEXICO.  Pray today for
Rolando and Laura Mireles, who have been MBMS
International workers in Guadalajara, Mexico. They have
ended service with MBMSI and have returned to their
home base in Texas. Pray for this couple as they are on
MINA at this time, sharing about the work in Mexico.
Ask God to grant them direction as they seek the next steps for their lives.

Regent Tradition Conference 2006.  We are delighted to welcome Emeritus faculty Gordon Fee and Paul
Stevens as the featured speakers to sit under their teaching on the subject of Down-to-Earth Spirituality. This
fourth Regent Tradition Conference will not only honour our retired faculty, but will also provide a wonderful
learning opportunity for the wider Christian community.  Four sessions, May 27th from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm.  For
more details or to register, see www.regent-college.edu/events/conferences/tradition06/intro.html 

St. John’s Shaughnessy   Evening services 7:15 pm Contemporary Evening Service  Sunday School is provided
for children and youth at the 9 and 11 am services. At the Evening Service, Holy Communion is served on the
last Sunday of each month.

Regent College free lectures.  Come hear John Calvin speak on “What’s the Big Idea?”  Monday, May 22, 8:00
pm in the chapel at Regent College.  Come early to get a good seat.  Admission free.  Also Earl Palmer speaks on
“What Makes the Story Good? C.S. Lewis's The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe, a case study” on
Wednesday, May 24, 8:00 pm.  Come early!
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This year marks the 10 Year Anniversary since the MCC Refugee Food Bank at Sherbrooke Mennonite Church
began. A celebration is planned on Saturday, September 30th. Your prayers and support have been important in
this time, and we invite you to attend - especially anyone who has been involved as a volunteer at any time during
the past 10 years. It will be an evening with music, testimonies and sharing, and coffee and goodies. We hope to
have many come and celebrate this wonderful event with us!  Vicky Boschmann, Secretary, SMC.

MCC Mission Thrift Shop is hiring for two summer student positions: one as retail sales and floor assistant and
one as assistant driver/receiver. For complete information and job descriptions visit: www.mcc.org/bc  or drop
your resume c/o Evelyn Ediger at the Mission Thrift Shop 32608 Fraser Crescent. 

Church Retreat Cancelled
Unfortunately our church retreat has been
cancelled due to low participation.  Only 13
people signed up, and thirty were required to
make it a success as well as economically
sufficient for the camp.  We are sorry that we
will not be able to get together and share and
learn together.  We hope that other events can
be scheduled this summer to celebrate our
relationship with each other and with God.  Our
thanks go out to Vange Thiessen, Kris Schmidt
and Herb Reesor for all the work they put into
the event.
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Gathering 2006 
Registration will begin on May 1, 2006. The registration form and information will be on the back page of the

April 28 edition of the MB Herald. Registration will be available on-line on May 1, 2006 at
www.mbconf.ca/gathering2006.  The constitution was also distributed to all churches via the Quarterly Mailer on
March 1, 2006 and a paper copy should be available from your church office. All churches may send one
delegate per 25 members, plus one pastoral delegate, according to our constitution. For more information on
Gathering 2006 or to register on-line see www.mbconf.ca/gathering2006 .  Thank you.  Michelle Penner,
Admin CCMBC.

John 15:9-17

9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you;
abide in my love.
10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in
my love, just as I have kept my Father's
commandments and abide in his love.
11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be full.
12 "This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you.

13 No one has gGreater love than this, that one lay
down his life for one’s friends.

14 You are my friends if you do what I command you.
15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does
not know what the master is doing; but I have called
you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I
have made known to you.
16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and
that your fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask
the Father in my name, he may give it to you.
17 This I command you, to love one another.

[NRSV/RSV]

God’s People Tour

Jack Suderman, the new moderator of Mennonite Church Canada, is making a tour of all the congregations in
Canada. He (and Janet Plenert, chair of MC Canada - Witness {Mission} programme) would like to meet with
PGIMF on Friday May 26th at 9:00 am for 90 minutes.
 
His agenda is fourfold - 
• How are you? Are you as a congregation encouraged? Or discouraged? Why? What are you doing?
• Where does your congregation’s energy go? What would you like me to know about? 
• Is there anything that you really want me or Mennonite Church Canada to know or hear about? Any

concern you may have? What are you needs? 
• Is there some way we can help you better?
•
Jack would encourage everybody who has an interest in how our church relates (or can relate) to the national
conference to come to this event. Written submissions will be accepted if you are unable to be there. 

The meeting will be at the Menno Simons Centre in the chapel. Everyone is invited.  For more information on
the "God's People Tour", please see: 
http://mennonitechurch.ca/news/releases/2006/02/Release05.htm
http://mennonitechurch.ca/files/events/tour2006/TourLetter.pdf 

RSVP to  Andre Pekovich
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Acts 10:44-48

44While Peter was still saying this, the Holy Spirit fell
on all who heard the word.
45And the believers from among the circumcised who
came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles.
46For they heard them speaking in tongues and

extolling God. Then Peter declared,
47"Can any one forbid water for baptizing these people
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?"
48And he commanded them to be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for
some days. [RSV]

Psalm 98

1O sing to the LORD a new song,
For He has done wonderful things,
His right hand and His holy arm have
gained the victory for Him.

2The LORD has made known His salvation;
He has revealed His righteousness in the
sight of the nations.

3He has remembered His lovingkindness and His
faithfulness to the house of Israel;
All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God.

4Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth;
Break forth and sing for joy and sing

 praises.
5Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,

With the lyre and the sound of melody.
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn

Shout joyfully before the King, the LORD.
7Let the sea roar and all it contains,

The world and those who dwell in it.
8Let the rivers clap their hands,

Let the mountains sing together for joy
9Before the LORD, for He is coming to judge the

earth;
He will judge the world with righteousness
And the peoples with equity. (NASB)

I John 5:1-6

1Every one who believes that Jesus is the Christ is a
child of God, and every one who loves the parent loves
the child.
2 By this we know that we love the children of God,
when we love God and obey his commandments.
3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his
commandments. And his commandments are not
burdensome.
4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world;

and this is the victory that overcomes the world, our
faith.
5 Who is it that overcomes the world but he who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
6 This is he who came by water and blood, Jesus
Christ, not with the water only but with the water and
the blood. [RSV]


