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Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Mark
Northey; J. Evan Kreider will be leading us in song and Ruth Enns will be accompanying on the piano. Later we
will hear from Henry Neufeld who will speak on “Ascension in the Bible and in History”.  Communion will be
served today.  Erika Hannan and Marcie Good are in charge of Sunday School, and Hannelore Schowalter and
Carrie Wiebe will be with the toddlers.  Please stay with us after the service for coffee and fellowship. 

Last Sunday:   Hildegard Lemke spoke on "Lessons from away". (To Newfoundlanders, anyone who is not from
"the Island" is from 'away'). For Hildegard, 'away' meant being away from organized church for about two
decades. Her traditional Mennonite upbringing included flight from a destroyed German city, immigration to
America, and marriage to Helmut. She discovered that she was considered an outsider by the congregation they
joined both genealogically and spiritually. Her search into the baptism of the Spirit made the mother church
fearful of that expression of spirituality, and they were asked to leave. The open and non-denominational
congregation they then joined served them well until a hierarchical minister began to dominate in paternalistic
and legalistic ways, and again she felt 'away'. At 49, Hildegard left church, being alone. She embarked on a
spiritual quest which included much reading, thinking deeply and questioning everything, yet guided by 1 John
2:27, John 14, and parts of the Gospel of St. Thomas. As friends and husband supported her, she came to
understand that her image of God was just that--her image of what God is. She realized she needed to explore
God from within, that she was never leaving God because God is within her. This transformation of her prayer
life meant traditional prayers such as "Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest", had no meaning, and she was led to
preternatural, personal forms, such as ‘praying a protective hedge’ which surrounds loved ones, or blessing food
through asking protection from its adulterants. Hildegard sees no distinction between ora and labora (prayer and
work), seeing work becoming prayer and prayer being a form of life's work. Experiencing congregational
separateness or exclusion, she seeks churches to become lovingly inclusive (something she practices beautifully),
comprised of people who exclude nobody (a topic of confrontative debate these days), helping church to be a safe
place for all who are seeking. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
May 30 Church retreat at Camp Luther ...come one and all!
June 6 Wayne Northey Restorative Justice
June 13 Don Teichroeb
June 20 Service in the Park Ecumenical service

Refugee sponsorship meeting   On June 6th after the service, PGIMF will host a discussion with Stephanie Jones
of MCC’s refugee sponsorship program, moderated by Paul Thiessen.  Everyone is welcome to come and have
our questions answered about having the church sponsor a refugee.  There is an ongoing need for church
sponsors, and it is important to have the whole church’s commitment when an undertaking like this is proposed. 
As some have expressed the desire to commit to refugee sponsorship, please attend the meeting after the coffee
hour.

����Last Sunday evening saw the first ever Menno Simons Centre Alumni Reunion with about 35 grads and
several guests.  Superbly organized by Mark Northey, Jeff Schulz, Angela Ekkert and others, the guests and
board members enjoyed a barbeque and conversation.  The spirit of communion and friendship is alive and well
at the Menno Simons Centre! 
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Retreat!
It’s too late to register for the retreat at Camp Luther, May 28 - 30 but if you speak really nicely to the Committee and
pray realllllly hard....   Well probably that’s not necessary, but if you are not coming, even for a part of the weekend, we
hope your spirit will be similarly uplifted wherever you are!    It will be a great time to visit, worship, relax, learn, create
and have fun. You are especially encouraged to think of something to share with the group on the Saturday evening: a
joke, a skit, a music piece, a magic trick, a secret talent no one has guessed that you possess..... It can be serious or fun,
just a chance to share informally with the rest of the group.  

Also still looking for: 
- large (preferably) white socks for one of the childrens' crafts 
- a ghetto-blaster type music player that has a CD player (we'll be learning some songs from the Bryan
Suderman CD put out by Mennonite Church Canada)
- does someone planning to come to the retreat play guitar? (again to learn a simple song Elsie would like to
teach us). Also a pianist would be appreciated, especially for the Sunday morning service.

If you can help with any of the above, please call or email Veronica, Helmut, Louise, Rovin or Cynthia.
See you there!  

PGIMF has grads! If this isn’t a complete list, our apologies, and please let us know of your success.

Angela Ekkert, BA Philosophy (Nov 03)
Barton Thiessen, Medicine
Jessica Thiessen, Education
Mark Northey, BA Philosophy & Psychology

Rachel Klippenstein, BA Linguistics
Rosie Perera, MCS, Regent
Q: Lin Jantzen?

The Wider Church
MBMSI   NEW WORKERS TO INDIA  Pray today for Dale and Teresa Regier, MBMS International workers to
India. They have been in India for 2 ½ weeks beginning their term of service in Jadcherla. They both will be
working with Doug Cressman at the Medical Centre, Dale in administration and Teresa in the medical field. Pray
for them as they set up a home, figure things out, endure the heat and probably get homesick!

MCBC Annual Sessions   Delegates are needed to attend the annual sessions of the Mennonite Church BC
conference June 5th at Eden Church. We are entitled to four delegates.  If you can attend, please see Don. As well,
if there are resolutions to be proposed from the floor, the deadline is fast approaching, and should be sent to the
Resolutions Committee at http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/winkler/ for inclusion in this years’ package
and on the website.  

Regent College Lectures   There are two lectures featured this week at Regent College.  All lectures are held in
the chapel and run from 8:00 pm til about 9:30 pm, but you should plan to come early for a good seat.  On
Wednesday, May 26, Regent faculty member Darrell W. Johnson, speaks on The Voice of the Lover: A Study of
Revelation 2-3, and on Thursday, May 27  W. Ward Gasque, President of Pacific Association for Theological
Studies in Seattle, will speak on The Da Vinci Code, Gnostic Gospels, and the Gospel.

St Helen’s Anglican church (8th & Trimble) is looking for a youth coordinator.  Please see the advertisement on
the bulletin board in the hall for details.

Luke 15 house  A Walk/Run-a-Thon in support of Luke 15 house (a Christian based transition house for men,
where Janet Hildebrand works) will be held on Saturday, June 12 at Central Park, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
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Gathering 2004  
The Canadian Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches is holding its annual sessions this year in
Toronto from July 7-10.  Registration deadline for the conference is June 8th.   Please see the notice board in
the hallway for details on programs and events, or go online to http://www.mbconf.ca/index.en.html for more
details.  Significant changes are planned in the areas of Women in Leadership, Baptism and Membership,
and conference governance, so it will be important to attend.  Please see Don if you can go.

Enough for All  
The Mennonite Church Canada annual sessions this year will be held in Winkler, Man at the Winkler
Berthaler Mennonite Church from July 7-11.  Registration deadline for the conference is May 31st, as is the
date for resolutions to be submitted for inclusion at the conference.   Please see the notice board in the
hallway for details on programs and events, or go online to http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/events/winkler 
for more details.  Please see Don if you can go.

April 25, 2004 was the Inspirational meeting for BC Mennonite Women in Mission (BCMWM) at which time a
new committee was selected:

President: Veronica Thiessen
Vice-President: Leona J. Krause
Secretary: Dorothy Unrau
Treasurer: Ann Wiebe
Programme: Shirley Hsu, Marianne Wiebe
Retreat: Pam Roseboom, Val Redekop, Grace Epp, Jackie Rempel, Lyndell Richert
Camp Squeah Rep.: Erna Froese

You are encouraged to check out the work of this fine group and contribute in the way you feel led.

MDS   is in dire need of long-term volunteers at our projects in Jackson TN (tornadoes) and Julian CA (wildfire).
There is a particular demand for drivers over the age of 25, the legal age required to operate an MDS-owned
vehicle. If you are able to serve for one week or longer, please call Lois Nickel toll free at 1 866-261-1274 or on
her cell 204-792-7602.

MCC Prayer Request   Sudanese church leaders are asking for our prayers and for advocacy for the people of
Darfur. The crisis there -- which has displaced 1 million people and killed thousands -- has been described as
"ethnic cleansing" by U.N. officials and leading human rights organizations. Arab militiamen, reportedly backed
by the Sudanese government, are attacking villages of black African farmers, leaving a trail of death, rape and
looting. As reports of massive suffering and slaughter continue to emerge from this region of western Sudan,
MCC is exploring options for assistance to refugees fleeing into neighboring Chad. MCC worker Madjibe Levy
is currently in this region of Chad, meeting with partner organizations that may distribute the aid. Join us as we
pray for peace in Sudan, for an end to violence and for wisdom for those, like Madjibe Levy, who are seeking
ways to assist refugees who have fled their homeland.

Snowboard Camp   Whistler Community Church invites those kids in your youth groups who like to snowboard
or who would like to snowboard to Canada's 1st Christian Summer Snowboard boot Camp. Please see the
brochure on the bulletin board in the hallway for more information, or contact Jack Crompton at Whistler
Community Church   www.whistlerchurch.ca
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Psalm 93

1 The LORD reigns, he is robed in majesty; 
the LORD is robed in majesty 
and is armed with strength. 
The world is firmly established; 
it cannot be moved. 

2 Your throne was established long ago; 
you are from all eternity. 

3 The seas have lifted up, O LORD , 
the seas have lifted up their voice; 
the seas have lifted up their pounding waves. 
4 Mightier than the thunder of the great waters, 
mightier than the breakers of the sea- 
the LORD on high is mighty. 

5 Your statutes stand firm; 
holiness adorns your house 
for endless days, O LORD . 

Luke 24:44-53

44He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was
still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets
and the Psalms." 
45Then he opened their minds so they could understand
the Scriptures. 46He told them, "This is what is written:
The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the
third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will
be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am
going to send you what my Father has promised; but

stay in the city until you have been clothed with power
from on high." 

The Ascension 

50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany,
he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51While he
was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into
heaven. 52Then they worshiped him and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they stayed
continually at the temple, praising God. 

Acts 1:1-11

Jesus Taken Up Into Heaven 

1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that
Jesus began to do and to teach 2until the day he was
taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through
the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After
his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave
many convincing proofs that he was alive. He
appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke
about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he
was eating with them, he gave them this command:
"Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my
Father promised, which you have heard me speak
about. 5For John baptized with water, but in a few days
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 
6So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are
 you at this time going to restore the kingdom to

Israel?" 
7He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times
or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

9After he said this, he was taken up before their very
eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was
going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood
beside them. 11"Men of Galilee," they said, "why do
you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus,
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come
back in the same way you have seen him go into
heaven." 


