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November 2, 2003 

 
Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Henry 
Neufeld; Sue Dudoward will be leading us in song and Cynthia Friesen will be accompanying on the piano. Later 
we will hear from Elsie Wiebe Klingler who will be speaking on Breaking the Silence.   Elsie works for MCC BC 
in the area of domestic violence and sexual abuse.   Angela Ekkert and Elvira Teichroeb are in charge of Sunday 
School, and Charmaine Wiens and Laura Soon will be with the toddlers. Please stay with us after the service for 
coffee and fellowship. 
 
Last Sunday:   In introducing last Sunday's message, Evan Kreider noted that we don't have many sermons on sin 
in our day, it's been many years since he heard someone confess their sins in church. The last sermon on sin 
(actually on confession) at our church was given by Charles Paris, a Catholic. Evan used a series of prayers of the 
saints to focus on forgiveness. These written prayers have stood the test of time, and, because they are so carefully 
crafted, have the capacity to mobilize and sustain the praying congregation, enabling us to take the words of the 
prepared prayers as our prayers. Prayer allows us to re-imagine our life in the presence of God. (HN). We have 
not fully learned how to make peace; we have taken advantage of each other continually; we have judged each 
other without true knowledge; we have set up barriers of pride and possessions; we have divided people by their 
skin colour; we have even shown religious superiority. Forgive us merciful God, Creator of our bodies, minds and 
spirits - Let us commit our whole personalities to You. (Rita Snowden)   [HN] 
 
PGIMF News: 
 
Upcoming speakers 
November 9   Liturgical Service     Peace Sunday   
November 16   Ruth Enns & the Intermediate Sunday School Class 
November 23   Evan Kreider      Eternity Sunday 
November 30   Dan Nighswander (MC Canada)      
 
New Address: Ann Marie Neudorf has a new address to go with her new home. 
 
Help!   Carman Thiessen is looking for some help with child care for a day or two 
 
Canadian Mennonite   All who attend PGIMF are entitled to receive the bi-weekly publication, Canadian 
Mennonite. If you are not getting Canadian Mennonite and would like to receive it, please contact Henry Neufeld 
(604-946-3961).  
 
Mennonite Church BC special session   MCBC is meeting November 29th at Bethel Mennonite Church in 
Langley to approve a budget for the current year.  This is an especially important meeting to attend in light of 
current difficulties within the conference.  If you would like to go as a delegate, please see Don Teichroeb. 
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New Members 
On January 4, 2004 we will hold a service to receive new members into the PGIMF community. If you feel called 
to become a member of PGIMF, please contact a church board member for a conversation about your faith 
journey and about formally joining PGIMF.  You are also welcome to transfer your membership on this date.  If 
you have membership in another congregation, please ask for a letter of transfer from your home congregation. 
Notice of your desire for church membership will be shared with the congregation several weeks prior to January 
4. On January 4 you will have an opportunity to share your faith journey with the congregation. If you have 
questions, please approach any church board member for a discussion.  
 
Board members: Don Teichroeb (604) 221-8720: Veronica Dyck (604) 323-0634); Ann Marie Neudorf (604) 984-7453; John Friesen (604) 
266-7819; Herb Reesor (604) 224-5245; J. Evan Kreider (604) 228-1217; Henry Neufeld (604) 946-3961 
 
The Wider  Church 
 
MB Missions   TAKING THE GOSPEL TO THAILAND & LAOS. Phone Keo and Chansone Keovilay are 
MBMS International missionaries to North America and Thailand. Pray for Phone Keo as he is currently in 
Thailand, teaching, preaching, baptizing and encouraging the many persecuted believers in N. Thailand along the 
Laos border. 
 
MDS   MDS will hold a special Dessert Evening featuring MDS stories of service by Gerry Klassen and Menno 
Unger, with a special meditation by former PGIMF attender Tim Kuepfer.  The offering for admission will benefit 
the BC response to the wildfires and takes place at Peace Church, Saturday November 8 at 7:00 pm. 
 
IN GOD'S IMAGE BOOK. A full colour coffee table book by Mennonite Heritage Centre Gallery curator Ray 
Dirks featuring stories, art and more than 250 daily life photographs from 17 countries with Anabaptist churches 
is now available. Contact Connie Wiebe at (204) 888 6781, [e-mail available upon request from the webmaster] 
or MHC Gallery, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd.,Winnipeg, MB R3P 0M4 for more information. 
 
REACH OUT 2003 is an ecumenical gathering of people of faith. This year's conference's theme is "Poverty: 
from Charity to Justice." Speakers include Jim Wallis, Executive Director of Sojourners, and Ross Olivier, 
General Secretary of the Methodist Church of South Africa. November 14 & 15 at Shaughnessy Heights United 
Church. Cost is $95.00 per person. For registration call 604 822 9815 or at [e-mail available upon request from 
the webmaster].  
 
" United States, Middle East &  Empire"   A public forum with Phyllis Bennis.   She is a fellow of the Institute 
for Policy Studies in Washington D.C. and of the Transnational Institute in Amsterdam, and a writer, analyst and 
activist on Middle East issues for 25 years. Her books include "Before and After: US Foreign Policy and the 
September 11th Crisis", and she is co-chair of the US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation.  She is speaking 
Monday, 3rd November, 7 p.m. St Andrew's Wesley Church. (corner of Burrard & Nelson) Free admission. 
Sponsored by www.Stopwar.ca.  
 
Voluntary Service    There is an announcement for a voluntary service position with Christliche Dienste, 
Mennonite Voluntary Service in Bammental (near Heidelberg) on the bulletin board in the hall.  It sounds like a 
perfect escape for me, but I can’ t take it because my German isn’ t quite there....[AP]  
Work with CMU   CMU has an immediate opening for the position of Senior Development Officer.  The 
successful candidate will work within a dynamic team environment in the areas of fundraising, special events and 
endowments. For more information, please visit www.cmu.ca , or contact Susan Warkentin at [e-mail available 
upon request from the webmaster] or 487-3300.  Travel with CMU   Adventure for the Soul adult tour to 
Guatemala departs February 23, 2004! Safe, comfortable and extraordinarily beautiful. Escape winter with us on a 
holiday with meaning. Contact Diane Kroeker at Canadian Mennonite University toll free at 1.877.231.4570 or 
email [e-mail available upon request from the webmaster].  
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BC Link The BC Mennonite Brethren Conference has a new link from the conference to the churches for timely 
information about conference and member church activities.  The newsletter is appropriately called the BC LINK 
and will be published via email to each church in preparation for the upcoming month. In order to make the BC 
LINK as user friendly as possible, this publication is available as a Word document as well as in a PDF format to 
download at www.bcmb.org/news   As well, we want to hear from our churches and pastors! If you have a 
praise or prayer item, an event to put on the calendar, or a column to contribute, please email [e-mail available 
upon request from the webmaster]. In the future we will be requesting information from your church as a feature 
in our newsletter.  (Note: Kevin has put a link on the home page of the PGIMF website so that you can 
access BC LINK from our  own website as well - ed.) 
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Mark 4: 21-23 A Lamp on a Stand   21He said to them, "Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a 
bed? Instead, don't you put it on its stand? 22For whatever is hidden is meant to be disclosed, and whatever is 
concealed is meant to be brought out into the open. 23If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear."   

 
Hebrews 11

1Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of 
what we do not see. 2This is what the ancients were 
commended for.  3By faith we understand that the universe 
was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not 
made out of what was visible. 4By faith Abel offered God a 
better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as 
a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And 
by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.  5By faith 
Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience 
death; he could not be found, because God had taken him 
away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one 
who pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to 
please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek 
him.  7By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, 
in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he 
condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness 
that comes by faith.  8By faith Abraham, when called to go to 
a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and 
went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9By 
faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in 
a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, 
who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he was 
looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect 
and builder is God.  11By faith Abraham, even though he was 
past age--and Sarah herself was barren--was enabled to 
become a father because he considered him faithful who had 
made the promise. 12And so from this one man, and he as 
good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in 
the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  13All 
these people were still living by faith when they died. They 
did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and 
welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they 
were aliens and strangers on earth. 14People who say such 
things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 
15If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they 
would have had opportunity to return. 16Instead, they were 
longing for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a 
city for them.  17By faith Abraham, when God tested him, 
offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the 
promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18even 
though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your 
offspring will be reckoned."19Abraham reasoned that God 
could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive 

Isaac back from death.  20By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and 
Esau in regard to their future.  21By faith Jacob, when he was 
dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped as he 
leaned on the top of his staff.  22By faith Joseph, when his end 
was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt 
and gave instructions about his bones.  23By faith Moses' 
parents hid him for three months after he was born, because 
they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid 
of the king's edict.  24By faith Moses, when he had grown up, 
refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 25He 
chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 26He 
regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value 
than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to 
his reward. 27By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's 
anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. 
28By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so 
that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the 
firstborn of Israel.  29By faith the people passed through the 
Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do 
so, they were drowned.  30By faith the walls of Jericho fell, 
after the people had marched around them for seven days.  
31By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the 
spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient. 
32And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the 
prophets, 33who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
administered justice, and gained what was promised; who 
shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched the fury of the flames, 
and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was 
turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and 
routed foreign armies. 35Women received back their dead, 
raised to life again. Others were tortured and refused to be 
released, so that they might gain a better resurrection. 36Some 
faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and 
put in prison. 37They were stoned ; they were sawed in two; 
they were put to death by the sword. They went about in 
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and 
mistreated-- 38the world was not worthy of them. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in 
the ground.  39These were all commended for their faith, yet 
none of them received what had been promised. 40God had 
planned something better for us so that only together with us 
would they be made perfect.
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