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Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Henry
Hildebrand, Rosie Perera will lead us in song, Kathryn Schmidt will accompany on the piano and Erna Friesen is
your usher. Later we will hear from Laurel Borisenko who will be speaking on art in the service of God.  For now
parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the service if they do not feel their
children wish to  remain in the chapel during the service  Please join us for the congregational meeting following
pizza lunch in the dining room. There are important matters to be discussed today, and your voice is most
welcome. 

Last Sunday Evan Kreider reminded us of Mark 10's text (vs46-52) about the story of Blind Bartimaeus in the
new-old city of Jericho.  Being blind, Bartimeaeus was not only excluded from the temple, but also from
contributing to society and was forced to beg.  Jericho was no inauspicious location for him, being on the
pilgrimage route.  As Jesus passed by, Bartimaeus calls to Jesus “Son of David” and Jesus notices this beggar
particularly.  Bartimaeus throws off his cloak, seen by some as a symbol of casting his lot with Jesus.  Jesus
empowers the beggar “What do you want?” and performs a miracle.  Bartimaeus is now clean, can offer
sacrifices at the temple, and we hear nothing of him again.  Evan pointed out the truth the early church saw fit to
pass down to us in three gospels - that the person you see in front of you is important - is possibly more important
than anything else except Jesus death and resurrection. Stopping everything, as Jesus did while on his way to
destiny in Jerusalem, illustrates perfectly Jesus’ message.  The empowerment of unnoticed, overlooked powerless
people is the goal of the upside-down kingdom.  What does that mean to us?  Should we stop to talk to every
beggar?  How many beggars did Jesus walk past?  Jesus, says he healed Bartimaeus because he had faith, but was
true of many other stories in the Bible?  Hardly - Scripture is studded with stories of martyrs whose prayers were
not answered. Our faith often produces results inconsistent with our beliefs, especially when in prayer for
healing, no healing occurs.  Evan’s reply, just as it may hae beenJesus’ was Psalm 126  “Restore our fortunes, O
Lord.” So when we are in Bartimaeus’ situation, let us hope we listen when our friends tell us “Get up, Jesus is
calling.”     [AP]

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
November 12 J. Evan Kreider Peace Sunday
November 19 Dave Bergen (MC Canada) -
November 26 Paul Thiessen Revelation
December 3 Erna Friesen 1st Advent

�What makes you tick spiritually? Do you need spiritual companionship? Where are you on your spiritual
journey? Are you interested in meeting with a group for discussion, study, fun, prayer, and service? One group is
studying the book of James and is full. You’re invited to join a discussion about possible small groups next
Sunday (Nov. 12) after coffee, in the chapel. Or talk with Henry Neufeld.

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Parking   You are requested to help the Menno Simons Centre be a good neighbour in the neighbourhood.  To
enable house residents to park in front of their own houses, you are requested not to park on the north side of 11th

Ave., but instead to park on the south side of 11th Ave or on Crown St. while attending services.  Thank you.

The Wider Church
Gallery 7 Theatre presents Kim Selody’s stage adaptation of “The Hobbit” November 9-11 and 16-18 at 7:30
pm.  All performances at the MEI Secondary School Auditorium 4081 Clearbrook Rd, Abbotsford.  Tickets
available at House of James, 2743 Emerson St., Abbotsford or 604-852-3701.   

MHSBC is having their Annual Genealogy Workshop on Saturday, November 11th with Dr. Tim Janzen as
keynote speaker.  There will be an overview of genealogical resources, EWZ Records, GRANDMA database and
DNA research, and Don Fehr will discuss the Hermann Thiessen Microfilm collection as well as other extraction
projects. Cost is $30.00. Registration will begin at 8:00am and our first session will begin at 9:00 am in the
Dogwood Room, 2825 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford. Time will be available to use the archives for research as
well. Call and reserve your place at 604-853-6177 pre-registration is encouraged.

November 4-12: Arts and Peace Festival at Columbia Bible College, sponsored by MCC, CBC, Langley
Mennonite Fellowship and Ploughshares Fraser Valley. For complete details call Jon at (604) 850 6639 or toll 1
888 622 6337, email  or visit our website at www.mcc.org/bc/peace 

Rudy Wiebe reads from his new book Of this Earth at the Mennonite Educational Institute (MEI) Secondary
School gym. Rudy will be selling and signing books. Tickets are $5 at the door, all proceeds to benefit the relief
and development work of Mennonite Central Committee (MCC.) November 17 at 7:00 pm For more information
contact Jim Williams at MEI at jwilliams@meisoc.com

MennoJerusalem’s Biblical Study & Travel Program in Israel/Palestine/Jordan April 28 to May 19, 2007: 
A special study opportunity is being offered for a 3-week Biblical Study & Travel Program in May 2007. This
will be a unique opportunity for church leaders and others teaching the Bible to travel through the Holy Land
and to participate in seminars conducted by key lecturers in the Middle East, each specialized in his or her
own area of expertise. 

The goal is to provide unique study and travel experiences that will enhance the teacher’s knowledge of the
biblical setting, and provide new insights into understanding the text in context.  St. Jerome argued that one
cannot fully understand the four gospels without first experiencing the Fifth Gospel—the Land itself. 
Seminars in the institute will be supplemented by bus tours, as well as by climbing the hills and traversing the
land to such significant sites in Israel/Palestine as: Mount of Olives, Temple Mount, Holy Sepulchre, Ein
Karem, Bethlehem, Jericho, Qumran, Bethsaida, Capernaum, Tabgha, Kursi, Caesarea Philippi, Mount of
Beatitudes, boat ride on Sea of Galilee, Nazareth, Ibillin, Caesarea Maritima, Joppa/Jaffa, plus Jordan! 

Participants wishing to obtain academic credit through their own seminary or university can do so as this
program is offered at a graduate level. For a list of invited lecturers and courses, please see the notice
board in the hall.

The tour will be directed by Dr. Glenn Witmer, Church Education Liaison for MC Canada and the Bat kol
Institute in Jerusalem.   Costs for tuition and texts, accommodation and food, site visits, transfers, tips
andtaxes, Middle-East travel, [airfare not included] is US$2695 [min. 20 persons]. Persons studying for
academic credit and requiring supervision/reading by a course professor, add $200.

Contact Rev. Glenn Edward Witmer, MennoJerusalem Education Office, Tantur Ecumenical Institute, POB
19556, Jerusalem 91194, Israel  E-mail:   Phone: + 972-2-676-0911, ext. 6022
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November 18: Living in New Ways is the theme for this year’s MCC BC Annual General Meeting at
Willingdon MB Church in Burnaby. Join us for inspiring stories from our local departments and guest speaker
Laurel Borisenko, who has served with MCC in Burkina Faso. Guest musician, Crystal Hicks. For all the details
visit www.mcc.org/bc or call (604) 850 6639 or 1 888 622 6337. 

Sunday, November 19 at 7:30 pm, You're invited to a "World of Witness," an evening of story-telling and
savoury desserts at Yarrow Mennonite Church. Mennonite Church Canada workers Jack Suderman and Janet
Plenert will be serving up a celebration of stories of God's work in the world. An opportunity for sharing
financial gifts will be given in the evening.

Genesis 1:1-2, 27

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and
the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, ‘Let
there be light’; and there was light. 4And God saw that
the light was good; and God separated the light from
the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and
there was morning, the first day.

26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our
image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.’

27So God created humankind in his image,
   in the image of God he created them;
   male and female he created them.
28God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful
and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
the air and over every living thing that moves upon the
earth.’ 29God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and
every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them
for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every
bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have
given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. 31God
saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was
very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.

Revelation 22:1-3

1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of
life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God
and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of
the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life
with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each
month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of
the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any

more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be
in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will see
his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And
there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp
or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they
will reign for ever and ever.


