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November 25th, 2007
Eternity Sunday

Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. Today our service will be led by Evan Kreider, we
will be led in song by Edwin Hintz, Ruth Enns will accompany at the piano, and Edward Epp is your usher.  Later
we will hear from Charlie Paris, who will be speaking on the saints of the church, an appropriate message for the
last Sunday in the liturgical year.   Parents are requested to make their own arrangements for child care during the
service if they feel their children don’t wish to remain in the chapel during the service. You are all welcome to join
us in the dining room after the service for potluck lunch and fellowship. 

Last Sunday:    On November 18, 2007, Helen Rose Pauls spoke on the theme of Lamenting. Just as we accept the
changeability of our west coast weather, so too we need to learn to face and accept life's changeability. Many
Psalms face life's challenges fully and frankly. Psalm 137, for example, recalls the horrors of the destruction of
Jerusalem, its siege and the resulting famine, Solomon's temple vanishing, the Jewish upper class and its
intellectuals being enslaved, and Israel's neighbours helping Babylonian soldiers capture escaping Jews. Adding
insult to injury, years later their captors were taunting Jewish slaves who were known to love music and joyful
dancing, forcing them to perform on call. Psalm 137.7-9 calls for retribution, expressing a deep desire for bloody
revenge, both on the Babylonians and on the Edomites: 'we wish you were dead!'. The Book of Lamentations looks
at these emotions more fully, for they are an important part of life to so many people. Do today's churches have
services which assist people who are lamenting? What about believers who sense that life is all downhill from
here? After all, there is seldom a a quick fix for life's adversities (poor health, broken relationships). Singing only
happy music is of no more use to our friends today than it was during the Babylonian captivity. What should we do
as some of our oldest believers yearn for death because their wasteland is so discouraging. Helen Rose reminded us
that although good and bad come to each of us, God is always with us. We can open our hearts to him, even if we
cannot sing our happy songs. "The Lord is near . . . do not fear for anything" (Philippians 4.5-7).

PGIMF News
Upcoming speakers
December 2 Veronica Dyck 1st Advent
December 9 Sing-along Messiah 2nd Advent
December 16 Laura Loewen Isaiah 35:1-10 
December 23 Breakfast service 4th Advent

....Please keep Jack Suderman’s books God’s People Now moving around.  There are three copies circulating.

The Wider Church
MBMSI     Phone Keo and Chansone are MBMS International Resource Missionaries to Asia and N.A. Pray for his
efforts to encourage and strengthen the Christians who are persecuted in L. Pray for pastors still in prison. Pray
especially this Friday, November 29, as Phone Keo has his interview for U.S. Citizenship. 

RECORDING THE SERVICE

Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share your
thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The response time
will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues during the time of
sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.



The Vancouver Welsh Men’s Choir helps celebrate the Christmas season with a five-concert series of sacred and
secular Christmas music, both traditional and modern, with readings.  The choir will be joined by some outstanding

soloists including Melanie Adams of musica intima and several Lower Mainland youth choirs. Tickets $  from the
choir or Ticketmaster and more information at http://members.shaw.ca/vwmc/concerts.htm.

Opera Appassionata's annual fundraiser "Oratorio for AIDS"
highlights sacred music throughout the centuries beginning with
Hildegard von Bingen of the 11th century and including works
by Bach, Handel and Mozart. Proceeds will be donated to the
Dr. Peter Centre and AIDS Vancouver. Friday, Nov. 30,
7:30pm at St. James Anglican, 303 E. Cordova. Saturday, Dec.
1, 7:30pm at St. Andrew's-Wesley United, 1012 Nelson.
Sunday, Dec. 2, 3:30pm at Langley United, 5673 200th Street,
Langley. Tickets: $20-Seniors and $15-Students. Please call
(604) 321-6674 for more information or visit
www.operaappassionata.org. 

Good Noise Vancouver Gospel Choir will be performing at
Fraserview MB Church on December 1st and 2nd, and at Christ
Church Cathedral on December 14th and 15th . Joining the
choir is a dynamic award-winning Youth Choir, the Praise
Team, directed by Julio Fuentes. For ticket information and
reservations please phone (604) 269-0205 or see the  website
www.goodnoisevgc.com 

Streams of Justice "Trouble in Paradise – being poor in a world class city” will be performing on December 8th at
7:30 pm at Grandview Calvary Baptist Church, 1803 East 1st Avenue, free admission. For more information
www.streamsofjustice.org. 

Abendmusik Advent VespersAbendmusik Advent VespersAbendmusik Advent VespersAbendmusik Advent Vespers 
with the Abendmusik Choir, made up of songers from various Vancouver Mennonite churches, will
present sacred music with Advent tests interspersed with meditative readings. The Vancouver
performance will be held on Sunday, December 2nd at 8:00 pm at Knox United Church, 5600 Balaclava
at West 41st and the Abbotsford performance will be held on Saturday, December 1st at 8:00 pm at

FaithQwest 2008

The former Portable CMU has changed its
name.  Peace Church is once again hosting the
series of seminars and workshops on
Christian faith in modern culture.  Come hear
David Shenk, Gordon Matties, Wayne Plenert
and Dan Epp-Thiessen speaking on interfaith
relations, conflict transformation, resources
for healing, and film nights on Friday January
18 and Saturday January 19, 2008.  Details
are attached to this bulletin, and you are
encouraged to register for FaithQwest 2008
early to help Peace plan attendance.  Please
register with Andre.  

 $500,000 in assistance to cyclone survivors in Bangladesh

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) is organizing a
$500,000 response to help cyclone survivors in southern
Bangladesh, including rebuilding 1,250 to 1,500 houses that
were destroyed by the storm. Cyclone Sidr was the worst
storm to hit Bangladesh in more than a decade. According
the news reports, the cyclone claimed more than 3,400 lives
and destroyed homes, crops, schools, roads, livelihoods and
more. The United Nations estimates that more than 273,000
homes have been destroyed and 650,000 damaged in the
country.

MCC workers Larry Fisher and Mokhles Rahman visited the
southern Bangladeshi districts of Bagerhat and Pirojpur from

Nov. 19 to 21 to survey the damage. "The damage was more
severe as we moved south with trees broken everywhere,
some as thick as three feet in diameter," Fisher wrote in an
e-mail. Fisher and Rahman visited one coastal village in
which every house was destroyed and 140 people had been
killed.   

MCC will work in collaboration with other agencies in its
response to the disaster. Financial contributions may be
made to any MCC office or online at mcc.org/donate. They
should be designated for MCC's "Bangladesh Cyclone
Disaster Response." 



Jeremiah 23:1-6

1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the
sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 2Therefore, thus
says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have
scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for
your evil doings, says the Lord. 3Then I myself will
gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands
where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to
their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will
raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them,

and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor
shall any be missing, says the Lord.

5 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will
raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice
and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be
saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name
by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our
righteousness.’    [NRSV]

Psalm 46

To the leader. Of the Korahites. According to Alamoth.

A Song.
1God is our refuge and strength,
   a very present help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should
   change,
   though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
3though its waters roar and foam,
   though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
          Selah

4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of
God,
   the holy habitation of the Most High.
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
   God will help it when the morning dawns.
6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;

   he utters his voice, the earth melts.
7The Lord of hosts is with us;
   the God of Jacob is our refuge.
          Selah

8Come, behold the works of the Lord;
   see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
   he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
   he burns the shields with fire.
10‘Be still, and know that I am God!
   I am exalted among the nations,
   I am exalted in the earth.’
11The Lord of hosts is with us;
   the God of Jacob is our refuge.

          Selah [NRSV]

Luke 23:33-43

32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away
to be put to death with him. 33When they came to the
place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 
34Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not
know what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide
his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; but
the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let
him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his
chosen one!’ 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming

up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, ‘If you are
the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ 38There was also
an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept
deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah?
Save yourself and us!’ 40But the other rebuked him,
saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the
same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have
been condemned justly, for we are getting what we



deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing
wrong.’ 42Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom.’ 43He replied, ‘Truly I tell

you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’
[NRSV]

Colossians 1:11-20

9 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not
ceased praying for you and asking that you may be
filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding, 10so that you may lead lives
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear
fruit in every good work and as you grow in the
knowledge of God. 11May you be made strong with all
the strength that comes from his glorious power, and
may you be prepared to endure everything with
patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father,
who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the
saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the power
of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his
beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.

The Supremacy of Christ

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of
all creation; 16for in him all things in heaven and on
earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things
have been created through him and for him. 17He
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he
might come to have first place in everything. 19For in
him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.            [NRSV]

The Hill Country Institute for Contemporary Christianity presents Transforming Culture: A vision for the

Church and the Arts with speakers Eugene Peterson, Jeremy Begbie, Barbara Nicolosi, Andy Crouch, David
Taylor, John Witvliet held in Austin, TX, April 1-3, 2008. All info can be found at
www.transformingculture.org.  This symposium brings together pastors, church leaders and artists to discuss the
Church's relation to the arts and to artists. If you are interested in exploring the ways in which we can encourage
a more theologically informed, biblically grounded, liturgically sensitive, artistically alive and missionally
shrewd vision for the Church and the arts, then we welcome you to join us for a stimulating and refreshing two-
day conversation. Topics include: The use of Visual Art in the church; Scripture-telling and the art of Theater;
Spiritual Formation of artists; Blended worship: "preserving the old, releasing the new"; Art & Evangelism; Art
& Social Justice;10 new ways the Church can become again a Patron of the arts; Cultivating the Imagination of
the congregation; Perspectives on Preaching Narrativally; A Biblical Basis for the Arts .  Our overriding desire
is to inspire a movement among pastors and artists to lay hold of God's great purposes for the church. The hope

is for a powerful, grace-filled transformation of the culture. 

Rosie Perera: “I believe this symposium is going to be a defining moment in the church and culture at
large in North America. Many of the most significant voices in the faith and arts conversation (Jeremy
Begbie; Sandra Bowden; Luci Shaw; Eugene Peterson; John Witvliet; David Taylor; Andy Crouch;
Barbara Nicolosi; Dal Schindell and other folks from Regent College; CIVA [Christians in the Visual
Arts]; the Institute for Theology, Imagination, and the Arts at St. Andrew's University in Scotland; Calvin
Institute of Christian Worship in Grand Rapids; the International Arts Movement [IAM] in NYC, and
others) are going to converge on Austin, TX, for this three-day feast of presentations, discussion, and
networking. I'm planning to be there, along with several Regent alums I know. Pass the word on to others
you think might be interested. And register early, as I'm pretty certain this is going to fill up well in
advance.”


