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POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

October 1st 2006
Today:   Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Diane
Ehling, Edwin Hintz will lead us in song, Kathryn Schmidt will accompany on the piano and Rovin Karuna is
your usher. Later we will hear from John Friesen who will be speaking on the lectionary theme of “Pray
watchfully - watch prayerfully”. Sunday school will begin again soon, but for now parents are requested to make
their own arrangements for child care during the service. Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship
in the lounge.

Last Sunday   On this 20th anniversary celebration of PGIMF and the Menno Simons Centre, Evan asked us to
look forward and engage in a discussion of how our church community can continue to thrive in a context of
constant change. He began with a discussion of communion, or the Lord’s Supper, and how it was a tool for
sustaining community in the early church. In the oldest accounts of church life, it was clear that third- and fourth-
century churches celebrated communion as part of a full meal. Here at Point Grey, we have also used food for the
purpose of fellowship. When the church began two decades ago, it was an ad hoc collection of people from other
churches, and so a weekly soup tradition was begun so that people could get to know each other. As the years
passed, this habit was adjusted to weekly coffee and monthly potlucks. These gatherings around food have played
a significant role in sustaining our congregation. Jesus recognized that mealtimes can be profound; he often
engaged in teachings while enjoying food with others, and the Last Supper is the most significant example of
this. Coffee and Mennonite sausage may be inconsequential on their own, but Jesus showed that we can, in
everyday encounters, have deeply meaningful interaction. During the days of the early church, small groups of
new believers met and worshipped in much the same way we do today: they sang, prayed, shared, and ate. We are
not given any formulas as to why certain groups flourished and others disbanded, but eating together seems to be
something especially symbolic to new groups. At this point in our church’s history we face uncharted waters.
Having survived through constant turnover in attendance and appealing to an often-transient university audience,
we should think about our future. Meals are meaningful because of the relationships they foster, and we should
focus on those relationships and how to help them flourish. [MG]

PGIMF News:
Upcoming speakers
October 8 Erna Freisen Thanksgiving
October 15 Rosie Perera Ruth
October 22 Rosie Perera Ruth
October 29th TBA -

Thanksgiving   For our Thanksgiving service, you are requested to bring your offerings of produce, flowers,
canning or other bounty of the land for display in the chapel and to share with others.  Children are welcome to
participate by making dish gardens for display.   And in the spirit of Thanksgiving, you are requested to take
something away that you did not bring, to spread God’s goodness to everyone.
Parking   The Menno Simons Centre has received notice from the neighbourhood requesting all residents of the

RECORDING THE SERVICE
Please note that we now record the response time after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share
your thoughts as fully as you feel led with the proviso that no privacy can be guaranteed.  The
response time will not be posted to the website.  You are encouraged to bring forth private issues
during the time of sharing and prayer, which will continue to be not recorded.
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Centre not park on the north side of the street, to enable house residents to park in front of their own houses.  To
be good neighbours, the church feels it would be a good idea to also comply, and you are requested to park on the
south side of 11th Ave or on Crown St. while attending services 

The Wider Church

Regent College    presents the Laing Lectures featuring Miroslav Volf, a noted Croatian theologian now at Yale 
who has  "forged a theology of forgiveness and non-violence" in his interest in the spirit of reconciliation.  The

title
of this year's lecture series is "A Voice of One's Own: Public Faith in a Pluralistic World."
   Wednesday, October 11, 2006 at 7:30 pm Part I: Malfunctions of Faith: Idleness and Coerciveness
   Thursday, October 12, 2006 at 11:30 am Part II: Faith that Makes a Difference
   Thursday, October 12, 2006 at 7:30 pm Part III: Peaceable Faith
All lectures take place in the Regent College chapel. Parking will be very limited for the evening lectures and
unavailable in the Regent lot for the Thursday morning lecture, so be prepared to pay for parking on campus.
Come early to ensure you can get a seat.

MCC    The MCC Fall Fair and Relief Sale in Abbotsford was a raging success.  Over $660,000 was raised,
this year for MCC’s Foodbasket projects worldwide.  The highest-selling quilt - “French romance” sold for
$4000.  Penny Power raised $18,000, which will be matched 4:1 by CIDA through the Canadian Foodgrains
Bank.  Regretfully, PGIMF was not able to participate this year with our much-loved cappuccino booth, and was
sorely missed according to many e-mails received at the church website.

The following prayer request was received from Pat
and Rad Houmphan, Witness Workers in Thailand.
Please see www.mennonitechurch.ca for more
information about the situation in Thailand:
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Mennonite Historical Society of BC's Annual Fundraising Banquet will be featuring Mennonite historian Dr.
Harvey Dyck speaking on "Soviet Mennonite Uprootings: Through Communist Documents & Mennonite Eyes."
Come join us on Oct 14th, 2006, at Eben-Ezer Mennonite Church, 4:30 pm Book Launch, 6:00 pm Banquet.
Tickets are available through the MHSBC office (604-853-6177). Reserved tickets must be prepaid.

How can I support a person 
with mental illness?

MCC Supportive Care Services is inviting all
Pastors, Church Leaders and Anyone else interested
in Mental Health to join them for “How deep is
your Well(ness)?”, a One Day Workshop on coping
with Mental Health issues with guest speaker Dr.
Pieter Strauss, Psychiatrist.  The workshop will
held: 
• Thursday, October 19 in

Vancouver/Burnaby @ Willingdon Church,
4812 Willingdon Ave.

• Thursday, October 26 in Abbotsford at 
Cascade Comm. Church, 35190 Delair Rd.

Workshop Time for both locations is 9:00 AM –
3:00 PM. Registration is @ 8:30 AM. 
Cost is $40.00 per person.  To register call MCC
SCS @ 1-800-622-5455, 604-850-6608 or see
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����MCC and Iran   Please see the bulletin board in the hall for a press release from MCC-Akron regarding the
assembly and meeting of the President of Iran, Mahmoud Ahmedinijad and 45 religious leaders from the US and
Canada hosted and organized by the MCC-Pennsylvania office.  Though no changes are expected in foreign
policy, botho sides acknowledged that people of faith have a great role to play in easing the tensions both here
and in Iran.  A return visit to Iran has been offered.

Call to Worship

One: God…are you listening?
All: God, hear our prayer.
One: God…are you there?
All: God, hear our prayer.
One: God…are you listening?
All: God, hear our prayer.
One: God…do you care?
All: God, hear our prayer.
One: And in your love…
All: Answer! Show us your presence, we pray.

Make your Spirit known to us. 
God…hear our prayer!

One: And in your love…answer.
All: Amen.
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Matthew 26:36-45

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called
Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, ‘Sit here
while I go over there and pray.’ 37He took with him
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be
grieved and agitated. 38Then he said to them, ‘I am
deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay
awake with me.’ 39And going a little farther, he threw
himself on the ground and prayed, ‘My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want
but what you want.’ 40Then he came to the disciples
and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, ‘So,
could you not stay awake with me one hour? 41Stay

awake and pray that you may not come into the time of
trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.’
42Again he went away for the second time and prayed,
‘My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your
will be done.’ 43Again he came and found them
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44So leaving them
again, he went away and prayed for the third time,
saying the same words. 45Then he came to the disciples
and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and taking
your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man
is betrayed into the hands of sinners.

1 Thessalonians 5:6-7

1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers
and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to
you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day
of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When
they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come
upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape!
4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to
surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of
light and children of the day; we are not of the night or
of darkness. 6So then, let us not fall asleep as others

do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who
sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk
at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be
sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and
for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so
that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with
him.

Romans 13:12

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now
the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation
is nearer to us now than when we became believers;
12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay

aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of
light; 13let us live honourably as in the day, not in
revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy.


