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POINT GREY INTER-MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP
web site: www.pgimf.org      E-mail: info@pgimf.org

October 2, 2005
World Communion Day

Today: Welcome to Point Grey Inter-Mennonite Fellowship. This morning, our service will be led by Janice &
Evan &/or Janice Kreider, Sue Greenstreet will be leading us in song, Kathryn Schmidt will be accompanying on
the piano, and Erika Hannan is your usher.  Later we will hear from Janet Boldt whose talk is entitled “What do
you think of Christ?  Reflections from Dorothy L. Sayers, based on Philippians 2:5-11.  Parents will be with thier
own children in the nursery, while Heather Shantz will be with the primaries, and Angela Ekkert will be with the
Sunday School classes.  Please join us after the service for coffee and fellowship in the lounge.

Last Sunday:   Gay Lynn Voth (instructor of theology and ethics at Columbia Bible College) spoke on "Binding
and Loosing; does it have to be Menno's Way?" Matthew 18, read through the glasses of his era, encouraged
Menno Simons and others to teach that if you offend the standards of the community of faith and did not repent,
you should be exiled from the community. This practice of the ban was applied at various times by communities
influenced by particularly strict leaders. Mennonites and Amish sometimes felt that even if familial relationships
were ruined by the ban, the practice was essential because it was biblical. More recently, people have been
thinking about forgiveness, how it needs to be not only an emotional but also a rational response. Gay Lynn
suggested that we might imagine that we are children so that we can reflect on how someone who is powerless is
vulnerable when forgiveness is needed (rather than harsh punishment). Church discipline (Matthew) is best when
it is not legalistic or when the community is able to look beyond their reactions to a particular action or point of
view (which some individuals might think requires binding) and reflect thoughtfully on possible motives or
reasons. Both courts and congregations are good at binding but far less accomplished on releasing. Rather than
being institutions enforcing rules, our churches should be sanctuaries in which forms of loosing can take place, in
which the very people some Christians wish to bind (punish, exile, discipline) can find healing through
understanding and love. [JEK]

PGIMF News:
Please join us for pre-service hymn singing at 9:45 as we work our way through the book from 1 to 658.

Upcoming speakers
October 9 Thanksgiving Liturgical service
October 16 Russ Swam -
October 23 Bob Swan -
October 30 Ken Friesen Mennonite Heritage Sunday

Church list   Last day for signing up on the church list in the hall to add your name to our list of attenders, get a
mailbox and participate in all facets of the life of our small fellowship.  If you are already on the list, please
check your information and that of anybody else you know.  New church lists should be out next week!

Thanksgiving at PGIMF   There will be a display of home canned goods, fruit and vegetables on Thanksgiving.
I invite you to bring these as well as flowers next Sunday morning. Many thanks, Hilda

����Correction!  Oyun & Puji’s new house is at {ask for details}.  Sorry for the error.  Phone
number remains the same.
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A Bun in the Oven!   Heather Schneidereit
went in for an appointment with an Ob/Gyn
for her symptoms of nausea and fatigue.  It
was confirmed that Heather & Nathan are
expecting their third child in May 2006. 
Sarah will have her wish that she has another
baby sibling after she turns 5 years old. 
God’s bless on your family from PGIMF! 

The Wider Church

MBMSI   Pray for Laura Kalmar who begins
her responsibility as editor of the MB Herald
tomorrow.  Continue to pray for the other
staff:  Dora Dueck, Lorie Mayer and Helga
Kasdorf.  Also pray for David Wiebe
traveling to BC for a variety of church visits. 
Pray for safety and good contacts with people in that province.

Mennonite Disaster Service  You are invited to attend the Annual Dessert/Fellowship Evening, sponsored by
MDS-BC. Hosted by Willingdon MB Church, 4812 Willingdon Ave, Burnaby at 7:00 pm on Thursday, October
13, there will be fellowship, door prizes, fantastic desserts, music, audio-visual MDS project reports, and a
presentation by Kevin King, MDS Executive Coordinator, Akron PA. Complimentary tickets are available from
Harold Neufeld. There will be opportunity to contribute to the support of the MDS ministry of word and deed.

The Mennonite Historical Society of BC's Annual Fundraising Banquet will be featuring the entertaining
Mennonite historian and storyteller Dr. John L. Ruth. His topic will be "From America With Love: American
Mennonite Aid for Russian Mennonites in the early 1920's." Come join us on Oct. 15th, 2005, 6:00 p.m. at CBC
(Columbia Place).  Tickets are available at the MHSBC office (604-853-6177), or perhaps from Peter Neudorf.

Reading the Bible with the Damned by Bob Ekblad of Tierra Nueva (TN) Community has just been released and
will be available at the Regent College Book Store in early October. See www.peoplesseminary.org  for chapter
briefs on the book. Harold Neufeldt has been volunteering at TN and is inspired by Bob’s new book in which he
brings scripture alive for people on the margins, which includes all of us!  Bob Ekblad will also lecture at
Regent College on Reading the Bible with the Damned on Oct 12 at 7:30PM in the Regent Chapel.

The Place of Refuge Society invites you to a Concert of Classical Music and Spirituals featuring: Anita Krause
- mezzo soprano, Reginald Quiring - viola, Thomas Wiebe - cello and Rosemary O’Connor - piano on Friday,
October 7th at 8pm at Peace Mennonite Church, 11571 Daniels Road, Richmond. Free admission and a  special
offering will be taken to support Place of Refuge, a faith-based addiction recovery program being started in
South Vancouver by Sherbrooke, Vancouver MB Church, Killarney Park MB Church, FUMC, Hope for Freedom
Society and MCC- BC.  Bring your friends to hear some superb musicians working together.

Mennoletter from Jerusalem   An excellent Mennoletter features how the Israeli Jews cope with “The Miracle
that Did Not Happen.”  Read it on-line at
www.mennonitechurch.ca/files/news/mennoletters/MennoLetter_v4n7.pdf .  Dr Glenn Witmer is Mennonite
Church Canada’s witness in Palestine.

MDS   P lease see the bulletin board in the hall for a special request from MDS for volunteers within North
America on some of the most rewarding projects ever!  Wildfires, & Hurricanes Rita & Katrina.

Heather and Nathan thank you for all your prayers for Heather’s 16
year old nephew, Timothy.  Recall that on the night of hurricane
Katrina, she received call from Tennessee telling her that Timothy
had a nonstop nose bleed which led to the discovery of a tumour in
one of his nostrils, which will be removed on Oct. 12th at Vanderbilt
Children's hospital in TNN. The surgeon is very hopeful about the
surgery and its result. After surgery Timothy will have a better
airway clearance and most certainly will have a clearer speech.
Praise God for He has taken care of Timothy since birth and the
liver cancer has been suppressed. Praise God for the discovery of the
nostril tumour even though it means another trial ahead for Tim and
his family. Heather’s sister, Erin (Tim's mom) is coping pretty well. 
Pray that she will continue to have strength and turn to God again. 
Pray that someday Timothy will seek to really know who God is and
know His great powers.
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BCMB Womens’ Retreat   Please plan to attend the annual retreat at Stillwood October14-16, 2005. This is a
weekend for women only, where they can enjoy a variety of activities, crafts, music and sessions. Lorna Dueck
will be speaking on the topic of staying Connected to God, Each Other, and the World. For more information
please see www.stillwood.ca call 604-858-6845 ext. 22. 

Psalm 78: 1-4, 12-16
1 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your
ears to the words of my mouth.

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark
sayings from of old,

3 things that we have heard and known, that our
ancestors have told us.

4 We will not hide them from their children; we will
tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the
LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has
done.

5 He established a decree in Jacob, and appointed a law
in Israel, which he commanded our ancestors to teach
to their children;

6 that the next generation might know them, the
children yet unborn, and rise up and tell them to their
children,

7 so that they should set their hope in God, and not
forget the works of God, but keep his commandments;

8 and that they should not be like their ancestors, a
stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation whose

heart was not steadfast, whose spirit was not faithful to
God.

9 The Ephraimites, armed with the bow, turned back on
the day of battle.

10 They did not keep God's covenant, but refused to
walk according to his law.

11 They forgot what he had done, and the miracles that
he had shown them.

12 In the sight of their ancestors he worked marvels in
the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan.

13 He divided the sea and let them pass through it, and
made the waters stand like a heap.

14 In the daytime he led them with a cloud, and all
night long with a fiery light.

15 He split rocks open in the wilderness, and gave them
drink abundantly as from the deep.

16 He made streams come out of the rock, and caused
waters to flow down like rivers. 

Psalm 25: 1-9

1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul.

2 O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to
shame; do not let my enemies exult over me.

3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to
shame; let them be ashamed who are wantonly
treacherous.

4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me
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your paths.

5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are
the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day
long.

6 Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your
steadfast love, for they have been from of old.

7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my
transgressions; according to your steadfast love
remember me, for your goodness' sake, O LORD!

8 Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he
instructs sinners in the way.

9 He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches
the humble his way. 

Philippians 2
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any
consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to
your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let
the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born
in human likeness. And being found in human form,
8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point

of death— even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is
above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always
obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more
now in my absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in
you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure. 

Matthew 21: 23-32
23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the
elders of the people came to him as he was teaching,
and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?’ 24Jesus said
to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell
me the answer, then I will also tell you by what
authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And
they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From
heaven,” he will say to us, “Why then did you not
believe him?” 26But if we say, “Of human origin,” we
are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a
prophet.’ 27So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’
And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what
authority I am doing these things.

28 ‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to
the first and said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard
today.” 29He answered, “I will not”; but later he
changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the
second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”;
but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of
his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them,
‘Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes
are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For
John came to you in the way of righteousness and you
did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it,
you did not change your minds and believe him. 


